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The October meeting is when Simon Lee, the 
Dartmoor National Park Ranger, attends and 
receives reports from the Councillors on the 
footpaths in the Parish, all of which have been 
walked during the summer by Councillors. He 
reported that drainage on the path at Lower 
Budbrook, Crockernwell, has been improved. 
Some minor problems were identified as re-
quiring attention and he is looking at the foot-
path crossing the road at Shute Lane in Drew-
steignton. The possibility of erecting a warning 
sign to walkers approaching the road is being 
considered. Whilst talking about this location, 
Clr Wayne Mudge noted that speed-checking 
equipment had recently been in place on the 
Chagford road so the Council will be receiving 
those results before too long. 
Negotiations with West Devon Homes are 
ongoing and we await to see the revised plans 
for affordable housing at Lamb Park. Hopefully 
there will be some news next month. When a 
new set of plans is received, it is the council's 
intention to display them at the Village Hall for 
everyone to comment on.   
Those who use the early Dartline bus to Exe-
ter and have to travel to Crockernwell to 
catch it will be pleased to know it is shortly 
going to be re-routed through Drewsteignton 
(see below). 
A decision on what action the Council will 
take regarding the telephone kiosk at Sandy 
Park will be made at our November meeting. 
It is good to see the seat at Sandy Park has 

been returned and looking very smart -- 
thanks to Clr Graham Hester. 
As readers will know, Graham has also been 
taking the lead at Whiddon Down regarding 
the closure of the "rat run" at Turnpike Road 
and Chapel Hill. Following a site meeting with 
County Councillor James McInnes and the 
Area Traffic Engineer Joe Deasy, a public 
meeting was held at Whiddon Down which 
was attended by 27 parishioners. Whilst the 
closure may be possible, the meeting was told 
by Joe Deasy that there were no funds avail-
able in his budget for the scheme and it would 
be up to the Parish Council to obtain funding. 
Well, there is a challenge! We have already 
started exploring various sources of funding. 
The other item on the agenda was taken from 
the Parish Plan and concerned the provision 
of a safer crossing near the bus shelters -- the 
money for this comes from a different budget! 
-- and a feasibility study will be under-
taken soon. Not only would this crossing im-
prove safety for schoolchildren, it may also 
have an effect on speeding down the hill. 
Talking of speeders -- in the space of one hour 
recently, eight were given £60 fines and three 
penalty points on their driving licences.   
As we have said before, please do not become 
a statistic. 
The next meeting of the Parish Council is 
7.30pm on Monday 16th November at Drew-
steignton Village Hall. 
Bill Savage. Chairman, Drewsteignton Parish Coun-
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Drewsteignton 

The Early Bus 
 
Great news -- the early bus service is coming back to Drewsteignton. 
From Monday 7 December the Dartline 173 will be calling in the village square at 7.24am and arriv-
ing in Exeter at 8.13am, from Monday-Saturday. 
We now have five buses a day going from Drewsteignton into Exeter. We'll try to find space for a 
more detailed timetable in the next issue. 
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Parish Profile…The Young Ones 
The Parish Profile has been an occasional feature of the Parish Post for some time now, but 
for the time being we're going to focus on the youth of the Parish. If any  young people fancy 
trying their hand at doing a Profile, or have any other ideas for articles, please get in touch. 

Liam Bradbury, 19, lives in Drewsteignton.  
He is currently recuperating from a motorbike accident. 

What were you like 
when you were at 
school? 
I was an idiot. Actually 
I was good at primary 
school. 
 
If you could have plane 

ticket to anywhere, where would you go? 
Spain. If I can take my bike with me that is … 
 
Talking of your motorbike, you’ve had a recent 
accident, has this put you off bikes at all? 
Nope. I can‘t wait to get back on it. 
 
How did you feel at the time of your accident? 
I felt very annoyed at myself. 
 
Where was your first holiday? 
Cornwall. Newquay, I think. 
 
What is your favourite meal? 
It's gotta be steak, cooked rare. 
 
What was the first book you ever read? 
Fireman Sam. I probably didn‘t read it though, 
my Dad did. 
 
What is your favourite song? 
You probably won‘t know it. It's called Out 
side by a band called Stained. It's rock, but it's 

quite soft. 
 
Favourite colour?  
Purple. Purple‘s a great colour. I nearly 
bought a purple bike. 
 
How do you relax? 
On the bike. Probably one of the most relax-
ing things you can do in my opinion. 
 
What is your motto? 
If in doubt, go flat out. It‘s just a good motto. 
 
Is there anything you would change about Drew-
steignton? 
Yeah, I would have a race circuit around the 
edge for bikes. 
 
Do you have any role models or idols? 
Yep. Valentino Rossi, from Moto GP. 
 
If you could take one thing to a desert island 
what would it be? 
Well, I‘d say my bike, but it wouldn‘t be much 
use coz‘ I couldn‘t go anywhere. Can I take 
loads of women? 
 
And finally, what are your goals in the future? 
I want to become a professional motorcyclist 
in road racing. If anyone wants to sponsor 
me, that would be great! 

PICTURE 

Whiddon Down Methodist Church is holding two events in December. 
First up is a Christmas Fair in the Whiddon Down Village Hall on Saturday 5th December at 2.30pm. 
Various stalls, cream teas ... Welcome to all! 
Second, a Carol Service will be held in the church on Sunday 13th December at 6.30pm, followed by 
tea and mince pies. 

Chagford Late Night Opening 
There's lots for everybody in Chagford on Tuesday, 8 December, from 6pm-8pm. 
Shops open till late. Hog roast and hot chestnuts. Music and dancing in the streets. Father Christmas 
in the church. Brownies in Endecott House with lovely surprises! 
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View from the Farm 
This year is the 75th anniversary of Farmers Weekly, the first issue being published in 1934 when George 
V was king and you could buy a new Fordson tractor for £150. Although most farmers have mixed feel-
ings about the "yellow peril" -- for some reason it has always had a cover in varying shades of yellow -- 
most still use it as a reference for prices and the latest technical information. Although the machinery and 
technology are unrecognisable from 75 years ago, the perennial influence of the weather, threats from 
imports and debate around government support remain.  
Letters currently in Farmers Weekly are complaining about broadband speed, the lack of skilled labour 
and young people in farming and how the government is failing to take food security seriously. Rolling 
back 75 years, the lack of rural electricity and food security were hot issues. 1934 adverts included the 
benefits of farming in Canada where low taxation, a mild climate and congenial neighbours could tempt 
young farmers with £250 to secure a revenue producing farm on a rental purchase plan. 
One of the massive changes has been the price of land that reached record levels in 2008. Until the years 
after the World War Two there was barely a market for agricultural land with increases of just 1% yearly 
from 1948 to 1957. With increased government support for agriculture this increase accelerated by about 
17% for the next seven years. Then in 1972, the year before we joined the EU, the values suddenly dou-
bled and with only a few adjustments this has continued. These days, large-scale commercial farmers 
dominate the land market, and bare farmland averages £4,925 per acre. Back in the 1930s as little as 
£1,500 would buy you a 214-acre dairy and livestock unit including the farmhouse. One ad in particular 
boasted that what was on offer was "the cheapest farm property in Devonshire, a little over £7 per acre." 
Where will the next 75 years take us? Of course, Farmers Weekly are very optimistic on how farming 
will become important yet again with food security, development of GM technology, an overpopulated 
world and climate change bringing opportunities for the industry. One thing I believe will not change is 
the planting and harvesting cycle that has continued since man first started to settle and no doubt started 
complaining about the weather spoiling his crops. 

Fireworks at Fingle 
Fingle Bridge Inn are holding a Fireworks Display and Hog Roast 
on Saturday 28 November. 
ALL ticket proceeds will go to Hospicecare. 
Hog Roast from 6.30pm; Fireworks at 7.30pm. 
Tickets £10 per adult; £5 per child. 
 
 

Bumper Harvest 
Fingle Bridge Inn would like to say many thanks to everybody who brought and bought produce at 
the Harvest Festival auction on 24 October and to all those who supported the event. 
A splendid £1,600 was raised, to be shared between maintenance of the Church Clock and the run-
ning of the Playing Fields. A fine community effort. 
 

Afternoon Tea 
Saturday 28th November 

2.30pm to 5pm 
at Brisdrew, Drewsteignton 

In aid of Hospicecare 
Bring and buy, raffle 

Xmas Wreaths and other Xmas goods 

DUNSFORD AMATEUR DRAMATIC SOCIETY’S 
PRODUCTION OF CINDERELLA  

Dunsford Village Hall from Saturday 9th January to 
Saturday 16th January 2010.  There will be matinee 
performances each Saturday at 2.30 pm and  
evening shows each day at 7.45pm, except Sunday. 
Tickets go on sale on the 1st Dec, price £5 and £4 
for evening performances and £4 for all matinee 
seats.  Available from Juliet Speed tel. 01647 252161  
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  Profit before Prophet... 
 Every year they do it to us and 
every year it makes me madder and 
madder and I hate them for it. I want 
to know who they are and for them 
to be held accountable for their ac-
tions. You know who Iôm on about. 
Itôs the people responsible for thrust-
ing Christmas on us way too early. 
Itôs got to the point where I actually 
start looking out for the little telltale 
signs. Once upon a time, you only 
had to walk past Woolworths at the 
end of the summer and accidentally 
peek in the window to see the place 
would be full of tinsel, felt stockings 
and giant tubes of Smarties. Since 
Woolworths went down the pan, we 
have to rely on other clues. 
The first sign happens really early ï 
Iôve actually seen this appear in Au-
gust ï you go in to a restaurant or 
pub for a lovely pint of refreshing, 
summery golden ale because itôs 
really hot outside and there, on the 
blackboards are threats that if you 
donôt book soon, you will miss out 
on the chance of having your  
Christmas lunch served to you at 
that particular establishment.  
The next one is when the shelves of 
Lidl fill up with all sorts of festive 
grub that seems to have come 
straight out of a Bavarian street mar-
ket. Itôs an education to be honest ï I 
never knew what stollen was before 
I started shopping at Lidl, and I cer-
tainly never knew the combination 
of ginger and chocolate was so 

popular in Germany. 
The other sign is when retailer, The 
Calendar Club, turns up in a vacant 
shop premise somewhere on the 
high street. Thanks to the recession, 
it has appeared in the same place as 
last year. I go in when it first arrives 
so I can chuckle at the rather dubi-
ous pictures of dogs and cats in 
wigs, outfits and funny positions, 
then never set foot in it again. 
There should be a law that prevents 
shops from mentioning Christmas 
before a specified time ï ideally 
Christmas Eve ï but thatôs a bit 
unlikely. Realistically, it should oc-
cur around now, after your beloved 
household pet has recovered from 
November 5th induced shell shock. 
Only now should we begin to think 
about tinsel, fairy lights, truckloads 
of chocolate and useless plastic tat. 
Greed-fuelled executives thrust 
Christmas upon us while we‘re still 
clinging on to the summer and 
around the same time as Halloween 
merchandise appears on the shelves. 
They allow us about a month to get 
our scary masks and pumpkins, and 
at least three to get our Christmas 
act together. Don‘t they think we 
can be trusted? Do we honestly 
need a quarter of a year to prepare 
for one day of excessive gift giving, 
food ingesting, sherry quaffing and 
couch potato-ing? Well, yes, we 
probably do. And then another 
three months to get over it. 

Sam Peirce 
resides in 

Exeter and has 
been a regular 
columnist in a 

number of 
regional 
newspapers. 

Never shy of 
expressing an 
opinion, she 

writes about all 
manner of 
things but is 

happiest when 
ranting about 
the things 
that  impinge 

on her 
otherwise 
harmonious 

existence. Every 
month, she will 
share her 

thoughts with 
us in The Parish 
Post. 

Speed Kills! 
The Police have carried out a survey that shows that there is a speeding issue in both Crockernwell and 
Whiddon Down. They will therefore be taking enforcement action which will result in those offending 
receiving a £60 fine and three points on their driving licence. You have been warned!  
Can we please remind people to lock their sheds and keep petrol appliances ie chainsaws etc out of 
sight and locked away when not in use.  
At the moment our shed crime has reduced but we would like it to remain that way, so please keep it 
locked up! 



Charlotte's Swansong…… 
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Drewsteignton Gardeners’ Club  

A good turnout of members and guests gathered for the first speaker of our winter programme in the 
Village Hall. Phil Page gave us an excellent talk on fungi with samples to pass around and identify. You may 
have seen him on the telly a few days later on Countryfile. 
Our 11th January meeting will be on "The Beauty of Leaves". 
The Gardeners' Club is open to all. Annual subscription is £4. Visitors are always welcome to any meet-
ing, admission £1. 
Meetings are held on the second Monday at 7.30pm from September through till March. Tea, coffee and 
biscuits are on offer. 
Given enough interest, visits to gardens are arranged during the summer months. 
Our Christmas Dinner will be held at Fingle Bridge Inn on 14 December. Booking required. Ring if inter-
ested. 
Bunny and Carole 

Chairman—Phillip Evans –01647 281285 
Hon. Sec: Bunny Johnstone 01647 432068 

 and Carol Mason 01647 281185 

I would imagine that most of you know that I have sold The Old Inn to Duncan  
Walker (as of 22 Mill Street in Chagford) and I would like to thank you all so 
much, for the huge amount of support I have had and the warm welcome I was 
given when I arrived here three years ago. I am sure that you will welcome Dun-
can in the same way. 
However, hopefully this is by no means the last you will see of me. I am planning 
on returning to the village in the near future. 
LOL Charlotte 
My student son Oliver is here helping me to pack and has given me this quick supper recipe which does 
not include a jar of pesto.... 
2 cloves garlic, crushed 
1 large red onion, finely chopped  
1 yellow pepper, sliced into matchsticks  
1/2 scotch bonnet chili (no seeds!), finely chopped  
2 field mushrooms, cut into strips  
olive oil 
butter 
1 fresh mozzarella ball, torn into chunks 
a handful of basil leaves 
6 vine tomatoes, chopped and pureed 
20 capers 
lemon juice  
2 tsp balsamic vinegar  
Penne pasta 

Method: 
Put olive oil and knob of butter in a frying pan, add 
red onion, chili pepper and yellow pepper, fry till 
softened. Add tomatoes, mushrooms and garlic 
(never fry garlic in hot oil!), simmer, add capers and 
half the basil leaves and balsamic vinegar. Simmer 
for 15 mins on low heat. 
 
Meanwhile, cook pasta (1 minute less than it says 
on packet), drizzle with olive oil and season. 
Add sauce to pasta, mix well, add lemon juice, add 
rest of basil leaves and mozzarella. 
Serve with green salad and parmesan. 

Whiddon Down Village Hall 
Two important dates for your diary: 
Saturday 5th December: A Christmas Table Top Sale, 2.00pm to 4.00pm. There will be Toys, Books & Bric a 
Brac tables, a Farm stall and Lucky Dip as well as tea and mince pies. 
Monday 14th December: Christmas Poultry Bingo, 7.30 pm. Once again we will have a splendid array of prizes 
including Andy Martin's excellent fresh chicken and turkeys. 
  
Whiddon Down Village -- New Years Eve Get-Together 
Following on from the success of last year's village party we are planning another New Year's Eve bash 
this year on Thursday 31st December at 8.30pm. 
So keep the evening free if you would like to join us. All welcome. More info next month, or contact Lyn 
Hardie (01647 231421) or Jill Hester (01647 231133). 



News from the Castle 
We have now ended the main season, which has been very successful for us and it 
looks like 2009-10 will be the busiest year Drogo has ever had. This is matched by 
our visitors enjoying themselves at Drogo more than ever before, with nearly 70% 
having a very enjoyable visit, something the team are very proud of. 
Extra Opening 
Due to the successes of this year and also due to demand we have taken the deci-
sion to remain open, where possible, therefore we arranged the following: 
Opening of the grounds free of charge throughout the winter, the only days we will 
close will be Christmas Day and Boxing Day 
Keeping the café and shop open throughout the winter, the only days we will close 
will be Christmas Day and Boxing Day 
So if you are passing by and fancy a coffee or a light lunch, then please do call in. 
Christine and the team will be delighted to see you. 
The Ice Bear Project,  Friday 27 November from 7pm 
This exciting evening is intended to raise money and awareness for the ―Ice Bear 
Project‖, and will include a full Indian dinner, polar bear sculpting by renowned wild-
life artist, Mark Coreth, and talks by Nick Baker (from TV‘s Animal Planet) and Pen 
Hadow (leader of the Catlin Arctic Survey & Arctic Explorer). There will also be an 
auction of Arctic items, a raffle and music provided by local performers. Visitors to 
the event will be welcomed by a stunning life-size sculpture of a polar bear placed 
centre stage in the foyer of the Visitor Centre.  Tickets cost £22.50 per person and 
can be obtained via christine.gray@nationaltrust.org.uk 
Or call on 01647 434131, tickets are selling fast so booking for the event is essential. 
The Ice Bear Project is a UK-based non-profit arts organisation, whose mission is to 
create sculptures of life-size polar bears out of ice and bronze that engage wide au-
diences with the Arctic environment. The project aims to inspire everyone who en-
counters the Ice Bear to find out more about the Arctic, and to engage with its envi-
ronmental issues at a deeper level.   
Here are some of our other event highlights coming up in November to 
mid ð Decemberé 
Hibernation Hunt - Saturdays & Sundays 7, 8, 14, 15, 21 & 22 November, 
11am ð 4pm 
Castle Drogo is put to bed in the winter but what happens to the wildlife that lives 
on the Estate? Follow our trail around the gardens and grounds to find out!  £NT + 
£1.50 per child (incl. prize). 
Christmas is Coming! - Saturdays & Sundays 28 & 29 November and 5 & 6 
December, 11am ð 4pm 
A chance to see parts of the Castle decorated for Christmas, enjoy the festive food 
served in our Tea Room and buy some special gifts from our Shop. You can also fol-
low our Christmas Traditions Trail around the Castle and grounds and find out 
about seasonal customs through the centuries. Winter admission charges apply. Trail 
£1.50 per child (incl. prize). 
Lecture Lunches: Stir it Up! - Tuesday 1 December, 11am ð 1pm 
Join Alan Loman our Head Chef and spend the morning making your traditional 
Christmas pudding ready to take home and steam yourself. £25.00 per person. 
Booking essential. 
Wild about Food - Saturday 5 ð Sunday 6 December, 11am -3pm 
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You may have noticed some forestry work taking place nearby, here is an update from Mick Jones, Head 
Warden for the Teign Valley Estate. 
 
Woodland Work 
Most of you will be aware of the devastation that has been inflicted on Rectory Wood. This has been 
a necessary evil, the larch had come to a harvestable size and these days the large machinery which 
makes so much mess, especially in the wet, is the only financially viable way of doing things. 
Three areas have been cleared, the mature larch, a small plantation of Norway spruce which had been 
badly damaged by the wind and a young plantation of Douglas fir. The Douglas has been felled prema-
turely to prevent a small block of conifer sticking out like a sore thumb in the landscape as the sur-
rounding mature conifers are felled over the next 10 years. The best timber has been sold and the 
smaller timber stacked to dry and this will be used to supply Castle Drogo with wood chip. 
The income raised from the sale will cover the costs of the less economic felling and go towards re-
planting the bare areas. Here and over the next 15 years throughout Rectory Wood we will be re-
placing the conifers with native broadleaved trees. These will enhance the landscape, provide a better 
wildlife habitat and the more accessible areas will be managed as coppice to provide a sustainable fuel 
wood resource. 
As soon as the contractors leave we will do what we can to tidy up and make access easier. 
We are also starting to thin the oak in Whiddon Wood. This is being done much more gently with 
men and chainsaws with the work being grant-aided by the Forestry Commission to make it viable. 
The aim here is to improve the oak by giving the best trees more space to grow into. Some disrup-
tion to access will occur as we will have to shut the riverside track for safety reasons but this will 
only be on weekdays for a few weeks.  
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Take the opportunity to indulge in our taster weekend in the shop and sample seasonal jams and pre-
serves from local suppliers. 
Riding for the Disabled Coffee Morning - Wednesday 25 November, 10am ð 12pm 
Coffee morning in the Castle in aid of Hittisleigh Riding for the Disabled, £1 per person. 
Fairy Light Fantastic - Saturday 5 ð Sunday 6 December, 6 ð 9pm 
We are opening the doors at night so you can enjoy a tour around some of the show rooms and see 
parts of the castle traditionally decorated with sparkling fairy lights and special events celebrating the 
spirit of Christmas. The café and shop will also be open and there will be an opportunity to have a bite to 
eat and to buy some fantastic Christmas gifts. £5.25 adults, £2.99 children. 
Finally, because we enjoy the company of our neighbours so much we are planning some events aimed at 
you, the local community. We will host a pub quiz here at Drogo in January and hopefully in September 
we will host an Inter-Parish Games. Look out for more detail in the coming months. 
 
All the best, 
David Bailey 
Property Manager 
Castle Drogo 
Telephone: 01647 434130 
Email:  david.bailey@nationaltrust.org.uk 

 

 
Scout report! 
Drewsteignton Scouts meet at the Drewe Arms on a Monday evening and we have FUN! 
This month we have been practising our knots, cooking pasta on camp stoves, and carving spoons. These 
activities are all part of our outdoor badge. 
Later in the month we are off to camp in Dave‘s woods and we are going to have lots of campfires. I hope 
it isn‘t too cold and wet. Charlotte has promised to look after us and provide luxury loos! Let's hope the 

cooking is as good as Akela‘s and Kaa‘s!  Elsa 



Drewsteignton 

Parish Post 

 Contact Details: 

For Editorial  

Contributions 

Michael Petrie-Ritchie 

 

 

drewsteigntonparishpost@hotmail.co.uk 

'  281228 

 

For advertisements  Pauline Rowe pauline_lily@hotmail.com '  281638 

For Parish Council  

Business 

Jackie Bowden Jackie.Bowden@drewsteigntonparish.co.uk 

'  281239—www.drewsteigntonparish.co.uk 

Contributions for the next edition by    
1st  December — thank you 

If you have trouble reading this      
publication please let me know and I 

will arrange for a large format version 
to be sent to you 

In the Veg Garden 
Peter Clements runs a web-business from Drewsteignton that helps people to grow their own veg. 
 
It‘s been an excellent year for veg growing. A warm and sunny May ensured rapid growth early in the 
year, and the ‗Indian Summer‘ we‘ve just experienced has conveniently extended the harvesting period of 
more tender veg. 
Now the weather‘s changed of course, and it‘s time to take a well earned rest! Weeds won‘t be growing 
with the same vigour as they did through the summer and cold temperatures should see off most of the 
slugs and snails. 
The main thing to do is harvest what you‘ve grown. Hardy veg like cabbages, kale, chard, leeks, parsnips 
etc can carry on growing outside. Just remember to dig up any remaining beetroot, carrots and celeriac 
before any severe frosts hit. If you‘re not going to eat them straight away, leave the mud on them to pre-
serve the flavour. Keep them somewhere cool and frost-free. 
If you're feeling a little more energetic, now is a good time to think about replenishing soil nutrients for 
2010. Vegetables are fast-growing plants that are very demanding on the ground they grow in. Plus you‘re 
removing the plants to eat, rather than allowing them to die/decompose as they would in nature. So it‘s 
doubly important to put vitality back if you want a good crop next year. 
Green manures like clover are a tempting option but they‘re too fiddly and time-consuming for me. Be-
cause I (and hopefully you) have lots of veg that will carry on growing through the winter I simply don‘t 
have that much bare ground – probably only about 20% once all the garlic‘s gone in. Sowing a green ma-
nure in each of these pockets of soil would take a lot of effort. 
I find it more practical to mulch with horse manure or compost. Now‘s the perfect time to do it. Lay it 
over bare soil about 2in deep and just leave it. The forthcoming frosts will break it down, worms will in-
corporate it, and rain will wash the nutrients into your soil. By the spring it will have virtually vanished, so 
you won‘t even have to dig your soil to sow your new crops unless it‘s been heavily compacted by walk-
ing on it. While you‘re at it, lay manure around plants growing through the winter to give them a nutrient 
boost. Enjoy harvesting your veg! 
 
Vegetable seeds and further advice are available from our website www.seedtoplate.co.uk 


