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Eight parishioners attended our last meeting particularly interested in an item about problems
with anti-social behaviour in Lamb Park and the
village of Drewsteignton and its environs. Their
quality of life is being badly disrupted by one individual and his dog which is frequently allowed to
run free and has attacked both livestock and people. There is a reluctance by the housing landlords to get involved and the question of them
being a fit and proper organisation to run social
housing on behalf of West Devon Borough Council is being questioned. They not only have a duty
of care to their existing tenants but also to the
other residents of the village. It has been agreed
to compile a Community Impact Statement which
can be served on the various agencies involved
detailing the problems being faced by the community at large and inviting them to do something to
restore the village to the quiet Dartmoor community it used to be. Clearly we will be keeping
this matter on the agenda until satisfactorily resolved.
We looked at one planning matter, 0394/17 Dartmoor National Park reference, and as we had objected to a very similar application previously,
voted 3 to object and 2 to take a neutral view.
Other planning matters at Great Tree and Whiddon Down were updated by the relevant planning authorities.
It was reported a number of road traffic collisions
had occurred at Whiddon Down on the westbound slip road from the A30. Councillors agreed
the Clerk should contact Highways England and
suggest a Chevron Board is erected to emphasise
the tightness of the turn. We are also going to
ask Devon County Council Highways to look at a
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traffic management scheme to alleviate the problems with large vehicles getting stuck at Sandy
Park. We are also intending to contact the organisers of Chagford Show to explore the possibility
of traffic control on the afternoon preceding the
show whilst setting up.
DCC have replied on the subject of hazardous
weeds growing on the road edges. It seems that a
private land owner who fails to prevent the
spread of ragwort, giant hogweed etc can have
an enforcement notice served on them and possibly fined. DCC, however seem to have a different
policy “we no longer treat noxious weeds on
roadside verges...... (we) are aware they could be
liable to an enforcement notice being served if it
spreads to adjoining land...should such a notice be
served it will be dealt with as necessary at that
time” So, if any private land owner or farmer
finds these weeds spreading from the road verges
please contact the Parish Council and we will see
if the notice can be served!
Adverts on local Facebook sites are to be made
detailing vacancies for Parish Councillors. Arrangements are in hand to trim the hedges
around the Drewsteignton toilets. The vertical
posts for the Whiddon Down village sign on the
A382 have been replaced, and we are looking at
how the village garden in Drewsteignton can be
maintained as the Gardeners Club no longer feel
able to undertake this task It was agreed to write
a letter of thanks and present a Garden Voucher
for £50 to Bella Snook, our retiring Clerk, and
finally Cllr. Debi Brooks agreed to represent the
council on the playing fields committee.
Our next meeting is at Whiddon Down
7.30pm Monday 18th September 2017
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What's On In The Parish
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Whiddon Down Methodist Church
Harvest Festival Services
on
Sunday September 17th at 6.30pm
Preacher - Mr. J Powell
and
Monday September 18th at 7.15pm
Led by Rev. Bruce Sawyer

Farewell to Michael & Jacqueline Page
After 16 years at Ford House and a further 14 years at Broomhill, Chagford , Michael & Jacqueline have
moved to Honiton. They will be sorely missed for many reasons, not least the many acts of kindness and
generosity for which they were well known. Michael was Churchwarden at Holy Trinity from 1992 until
2002 during which time he oversaw a lot of renovations in addition to the usual administration work
which, back then, also included responsibility for the Church Rooms, now the Village Hall. He was not
only extremely efficient but he managed to keep all the various factions with whom he had to deal, the
National Park, English Heritage, and Parish Council, not to mention the congregation, onside. Not easy.
Jacqueline was a huge support to him and he responded by backing her up on all the many hundreds of
occasions when she was hosting fund- raising events , coffee mornings, lunches, teas and evening drinks.
Her cake -making artistry was legendary and her output prolific. Those of us who can probably only be
confidently relied upon to produce two different cakes are in big trouble!
We wish them both every happiness and good fortune in their new home and look forward to seeing
them when they come visiting from time to time.

Chagford Singers Music Workshop
Mozart’s Missa Brevis
Saturday 7th October at Chagford Primary School from 9.30am – 5pm. Led by Shaun
Brown, accompanied by Roger Cleverdon.
For full details contact janetejeffery@yahoo.co.uk or 01647 24414. Free ‘Rehearsed
Run Through’ at 4pm open to the public.

Saturday 30th, September
Concert
by
MAINS GAS
Best loved Swing & Jazz songs from the Great American Songbook
Doors open 7.00pm
at Drewsteignton Church
Tickets: £8.50 include glass of wine & savoury nibbles in the interval
Obtainable from the village shop or phone 281602
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Harvest Festival Weekend In The Church
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Saturday 30th September & Sunday 1st October
Concert, Exhibition, Harvest Songs of Praise and Harvest Supper
Saturday and Sunday 10-4. Exhibition ‘A year in the life of our Church’
Ever wondered where the money comes from to pay for the upkeep and fabric of the church and churchyard? Where does the money we collect go? Who does what in Holy Trinity and in the Church of England nationally? Can you book a specific burial plot in the churchyard? What is Advent? What are the origins of Simnel cake? All these questions, and many more, answered within displays of artefacts and flowers
on the life of our church throughout the seasons.
ENTRY £2.00 including detailed programme.
Morning coffee & cakes, lunchtime, 12 - 2, homemade soup and puddings, afternoon cream teas & cake.
Sunday 4pm. Harvest Songs of Praise. “Raise the song of harvest home”
Sunday 5pm. Harvest Supper, Ploughmans and Puddings and auction of produce.
Supper tickets £5.00 for adults, children free, payable on the night.
All proceeds from service, supper & auction for Water Aid.
All other proceeds for Church Restoration Fund.

October Events at Okehampton Library
Wednesday 4 October 13:30 - Active Life Active Mind -Complementary Health Talk
Morewenna Brady is a complementary health therapist, who will be talking about the use of natural modalities, such as flower essences, to help support people in grief and loss.
Free event and refreshments
Saturday 7 October 09:30-12:30 – Okehampton Library’s Fun Palace
Have a go at a range of arts, cultural and science activities aimed at anyone of any age or ability. If you
are interested in sharing a skill with your community for free, please contact Okehampton Library. Everyone’s an Artist, Everyone’s a Scientist, visit funpalaces.co.uk for further information about Fun Palaces.
Free – but booking may be necessary for some activities.
Monday 9 October – Saturday 14 October – National Libraries Week.
‘Books You Loved’ – a display of books our customers told us they enjoyed when they were younger.
Thursday 12 October – Teddy Bears’ Sleepover
Drop teddy off during our opening hours for an exciting sleepover in the library and meet our new library
teddy bear. But library teddy needs a name, post your suggestion before you go. Free event for teddies
of all ages!
Friday 13 October 16:00-16:30 – Teddy Adventures
Collect your teddy from the sleepover and hear all about their adventures in the library in a special story
time.
Wednesday 18 October 14:00-16:00 - Active Life, Active Mind – Health & Wellbeing Fair
A number of local practitioners and organisations will be at Okehampton Library to provide information
about living an active and healthy life. Come along for a chat and enjoy free refreshments with others
from the local community.
Free event.
Thursday 26 October 10:30-11:30 – Haunted House, Ghosts & Pumpkins
It’s that spooky time of year again! Come and design your own creepy haunted house to play a few games
of ‘Ghosts and Pumpkins’.
Suitable for children aged 5+ Free Event
Children under 8 must be accompanied to all events by a responsible adult
Okehampton Library, 4 North Street, Okehampton EX20 1AR 01837 52805
okehampton.library@librariesunlimited.org.uk www.devonlibraries.org.uk
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Classics Galore
CLASSICS GALORE! is back for a sixth time on Saturday 18th November 2017, 7.30pm
at The Great Hall, University of Exeter.
Come and enjoy an evening of light popular classical music in aid of FORCE Cancer Charity featuring familiar and uplifting music. The Classics Galore! Orchestra will perform alongside the award-winning SW
Comms Band from Lympstone and singers from Exeter’s St David’s Players and Ottery St. Mary Choral
Society societies. The musical programme promises to be the best ever, with much loved and well known
works from films and shows, including pieces from Les Miserables.
The Terrace Bar of the Great Hall will be open from 5.15pm for those who would like to have a meal before the concert and there will be enhanced free shuttle buses running between the Great Hall and car
parks A & B for concert patrons.
Please visit www.classicsgalore.co.uk for more details.
Tickets available on-line through www.classicsgalore.co.uk and on sale from Exeter Visitor Information &
Tickets (EVIT), Dix’s Field office. 01392 665885 or by e-mail evit@exeter.gov.uk

Med Theatre
HISTORY OF DARTMOOR TOLD IN SEVEN SCENES
WHITEHORSE HILL - FREE PROMENADE PERFORMANCE
23RD AND 24TH SEPTEMBER IN BELLEVER FOREST, 6PM
MED Theatre’s community play ‘Whitehorse Hill’, invites you to take a journey through time
in the enchanting Bellever Forest and delve deep into the stories of Dartmoor’s past.
Inspired by the archaeological remains of a Bronze Age burial found near Postbridge,
known as the Whitehorse Hill cist, audiences will be led as part of a procession
through seven different periods of Dartmoor’s history. The story explores themes of
heritage and knowledge, female strength, and how these ideas pass and change
through time.
MED Theatre first developed and performed this play in 2015 as part of
Dartmoor’s Moor than meets the eye Landscape Partnership Scheme, part-funded by
Heritage Lottery Fund. One audience member commented ‘I thought I knew an awful lot
about the history of Dartmoor, but you’ve wetted my appetite for different times’. Once again,
Whitehorse Hill is to be performed at dusk in Bellever Forest, this time on the 23rd and 24th
of September 2017. Performances will start at 6pm from Bellever Forest car park, PL20 6TU. Children
under 10 must be accompanied by an adult. Entry is free but places must be booked in advance by
contacting MED Theatre, since places are limited.
Contact MED Theatre on 01647 441356 or info@medtheatre.co.uk to book tickets.
More information at www.medtheatre.co.uk and www.moorthanmeetstheeye.org

What’s on in October 2017
Cheriton Bishop Lunch Club – Lunches are held on the first Thursday of each
month, this month it will be 5th October 2017. If you would like to come along and
meet new people please phone; Jean Martin 01647 24586 or ring the Acorn Office on
the number below for more details.
Minibus trips to Sainsbury’s from Cheriton – Dates are Wednesday 4th &
18th.Help is provided in store and a wheelchair service is also available. We will also help carry your
shopping! The fare is just £4 return.
Teign Valley Memory Café - This month it will be 12th & 26th October. Meetings are held 10.30 –
12.30 at Strawberry Hill, Dunsford on the B3212 – look out for the sign.
Coffee Morning at Teign Valley Community Hall – The Bowden Room, Teign Valley Community
Hall 10.30 - 12.Please drop in for a tea or coffee, a slice of homemade cake and meet up with friends. Everyone welcome. This month it will be Tuesday 3rd, 17th & 31st October.
Acorn Office Telephone number 01647 252701 for further information.
Visit our website at www.acorncommunitysupport.co.uk
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Bird Notes
My last article was mainly about swifts, and started with the line ‘The swifts have now left us and will now
be well on their way to Africa…’. I was correct in that but I have been seeing swifts almost through the
month. In the first two weeks of August, we were on holiday in Greece and saw many over Athens, along
with flocks of rose-ringed parakeets, which seem to be currently establishing themselves in most of the
European capital cities. The temperatures in Greece were very high, and so I actually saw very few different species as most bird activity was at the beginning and end of the day. I did see a few interesting looking birds of prey, but unfortunately only while I was driving or during periods when I did not have my binoculars to hand. At the end of the holiday, we returned to Athens for a couple of days, before flying back,
and visited a rooftop restaurant we had found earlier. With great views of the sun setting in the west and
lighting up the Acropolis, it was a joy to watch groups of swifts chasing and screaming high over the roof
tops, just as they have done here for the past three months.
When we arrived back home, I travelled up to Rutland Water in Leicestershire to visit the Birdfair, the
international wildlife event of the year. The Birdfair is regarded as the “birdwatchers Glastonbury”, a
three-day gathering of every organisation and group involved in bird conservation and research, plus hundreds of companies and organisations providing everything from binoculars though to bird books, bird
boxes, clothing and foreign holidays. Almost everything takes place within eight large marquees and having arrived early, I bought a programme and then went through the site map to find the exhibitors’ stands
that I wanted to visit in the different tents. The one I spent the most time in was the Art Marquee that
featured 60 different artists or groups, and the quality of work was stunning. I also visited many stands to
speak to old friends or people I only speak to on the phone, and mainly about peregrines.
One stand was BAWC, or Birders Against Wildlife Crime, a group whose aim is to increase awareness of
wildlife crime, and encourage vigilance and the reporting of incidents. One of their current campaigns is
to highlight the current levels of illegal persecution towards hen harriers, and the tragic fact that again
only three pairs of these stunning birds attempted to breed in England this year, when Natural England
state there is the habitat to accommodate about 330 pairs. Unfortunately, the conflict here is that hen
harriers are birds of the uplands and will take the chicks of red grouse, which are reared in their thousands on vast estates in the uplands of the North for the end purpose of driven grouse shooting. Hen
harriers nest on the ground on heather moor-land and peregrines nest on the rocky crags, but many of
these moors that traditionally had nesting by these species, are now sadly devoid of these birds.
On a cheerier note, I visited the Action for Swifts stand which wasn’t difficult to find as they were playing
a constant loop of recorded swift calls. It was a joy to hear the sounds of Summer again. This is a brilliant
organisation that encourages and advises on swift nest boxes, and big schemes to provide nest sites in
new buildings and large refurbishments. I really enjoyed chatting to them about the good swift year we
have had here, and saw some wonderful schemes where swift boxes have been installed in Church bell
tower louvres. I have long thought about investigating the possibility of putting up nest boxes on the
Church in Drewsteignton, and even more so when I heard that the Church in Chagford had boxes installed last year, with some being used this year. I am hoping to find out more by visiting Chagford
Church soon to see what was done and everything that was involved.
At the Birdfair, there were outdoor demonstrations of ringing birds that the licensed and very welltrained ringers, (probably the best in the Country were present), plus binoculars, telescopes and cameras
for sale all set up in the hides looking out across Rutland Water, or areas managed for specific birds.
With all the keen birdwatchers on site, I was not surprised to see a large whiteboard in
the Information tent with the days bird sightings, but I was surprised to see ‘swift’ on the
list as I was attending on the 1 8th of August. In hindsight, I realised that seeing a swift
over a large water body like Rutland Water wasn’t that uncommon in mid-August, as often the latest swifts in Devon can be seen up to the beginning of October. However, I
was really surprised and pleased to see a group of seven swifts high over the A30 by Ide
on the 23 of August, the latest I have ever seen swifts in Devon.
Nick
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100 Club
Thank you for your support which is a great help to ensure our scheme can continue to offer as many people as
possible the services they require. Last year we raised £570 for our funds. You may receive a written or telephone
reminder when it is time for you to renew.
Congratulations to the winners of our recent draws – Thank you for your support. You can join the 100 Club at
any time during the year, just send a cheque, payable to ODCTG for £12 to us at the address below or you can pay
by BACS or Standing Order NatWest Okehampton Sort Code 54-21-14 Account No. 22127879 ODCTG

Drivers
We welcome Keith Martin from Bridestowe, Donna Wills from Okehampton, Ian Neilson from Exbourne, Barry
Pyke from Launceston and Jim Watkins from Okehampton. We also received temporary help from Abi Westlake
of Okehampton during her summer break from University. We are always looking for volunteer drivers and at the
moment would particularly like to find someone from the Chagford and North Tawton areas. Please ring us for
more information.
Coffee Morning
On Saturday 14th October we will be holding a coffee morning at the Charter Hall from 9 – 12. We would be
grateful of donations for raffle prizes, books and bric a brac.

Trips
Is there somewhere you would like to visit? If so, give us a ring and we will try and arrange a suitable
date. We have added some extra dates, please ring to book ASAP.
Please let us know as soon as possible if you need to cancel a booking, to allow us time to try and fill the
seats, especially if you are a wheelchair user as this involves us removing 4 seats for each wheelchair
space.Thank you.
Weekday Day Trips
Thursday 21st September
Wespoint, Hobbycrafts Show
£10, over 65’s £ 7
Tuesday 3rd October
RHS Rosemoor – Free Entry Day
£10
Wednesday 18th October
The Donkey Sanctuary, Sidmouth Free Entry
£12
Monday 6th November
World of Country Life Museum, Exmouth £10.70 over 60’s £10
Friday 24th November
Westpoint, Christmas Shopping Fair
£10 over 65’s £ 2.50
Saturday Trips
Saturday 14th October
ODCTG Coffee Morning and lunch at Betty Cottles
FREE
Saturday 21st October
Otter Nurseries
£12
Saturday 28th October
Atlantic Village
£12
Saturday 4th November
Ashburton
£12
th
Saturday 11 November
Tavistock
£10
Saturday 18th November
Lifton Farm Shop
£10
Sunday Trips
Sunday 26th November
Sunday Lunch to Roadford Lake
£10
Newsletters
With the increasing costs of printing and postage, if you or your family have an email address, please let
us know so that we can send information to you electronically to cut down on our costs and also keep
you informed of extra forthcoming events/trips. Thank you.
15 seat Community Bus
Our bus is available for groups and organisations. Please ring us for more information.

Sue & Liz, ODCTG, Unit 3 Okehampton Business Park, Higher Stockley Mead, Okehampton, Devon EX20 1FJ 01837 55000 sue.odctg@btinternet.com
www.odctg.co.uk
Out of hours emergency mobile no. 074845525577
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News from the Castle
Hi everyone
The word of the month seems to be ‘projects’. The big project at the Castle is whizzing
along, with granite removal picking up pace. The work to re-instate the turbine house
back to working order is flying and, by the time this update goes out, we should be producing electricity once again. The car park machines are now in place and have been operational for one month. We have already raised over £3000 from car parking which will
make a big difference in our work to care for the Teign Valley.
Exciting news - I have a new project to share with you. Castle Drogo and Fingle Woods is a partner site
in a new project called ‘Heritage Ability’. This project, delivered by charity Living Options Devon and supported by the Heritage Lottery Fund, has a clear vision - to break down barriers at heritage places,
unlocking the South West for everybody to enjoy. Over the next three years, the Heritage Ability team
will support a variety of unique places (including Drogo and Fingle Woods) across the South West to help
them improve the experience for disabled and deaf visitors. From the West tip of Cornwall all the way to
Gloucestershire, the team will work with over 19 sites to deliver accessible interpretation, from BSL
(British Sign Language) clips, to visual stories and easy-read documents. Many sites will also benefit from
an all-terrain scooter or ‘Tramper’, which will enable people with limited mobility to access the countryside like never before.
As part of the project, Heritage Ability are looking for disabled and deaf volunteers with a passion for
heritage to help spread the word, become advocates for the project and help their sites on their ongoing
journey. They also need your help to conduct some mystery visits at the sites and provide feedback which
the team can use to help the sites improve. If you’d like to be involved, take a look at the website at
www.heritageability.org. You can email the team at heritageability@livingoptions.org or call 01392
459222. You can also send a SMS to 07958 517919.
Take care everyone and see you soon.
Paula
Community Engagement Officer, Castle Drogo
01647 434130, paula.clarke@nationaltrust.org.uk

My Granny’s Edinburgh Tablet
200grams Condensed Milk
50grams Butter
1kg Sugar
1 cup Milk
Vanilla Essence
Bring all the ingredients to the boil slowly in a large thick-bottomed saucepan stirring regularly. After a
few minutes, test consistency by dropping a little of the mixture into cold water (it should be like soft
putty), or use a sugar thermometer and stop heating when it reaches 240ºF/108ºC (soft ball). Remove
from the heat and beat with a wooden spoon until the mixture begins to solidify. Pour into a lightly buttered tray and cut into bars.
(Don’t tell your dentist!)

Birthday Parties
Thank you Pip and Toby for a most heart-warming and lively birthday party.
Also a huge thank you to all those who attended my 70th. Slightly overshadowed by the previous weekend, but well turned out.
Also a big, big thank you to Gary and his work team for achieving both functions to run smoothly.
Thank you all.
John xxx

Devon & Cornwall Police
Car park distraction thefts, Exeter
Police are warning the public to be on the lookout
following a number of distraction thefts in supermarket car parks around Exeter. During the past
three weeks, police have received reports of seven
incidents of distraction thefts in the area, all matching the same description; so far around £1,000 in
cash has been stolen from victims.
PCSO Ben Turner, said: “There is an emerging
crime series occurring in car parks across Exeter,
we have incidents which have taken place in the car
parks at The Range car park on Water lane, an incident at Southernay east car park near the church,
plus three at the Waitrose car park. The most recent took place at Alphington Road, Sainsburys, on
Saturday the 5th of August at around 4pm. So far all
these incidents are believed to have been linked. A
smartly dressed man is targeting lone older women

and men, and pretends that he needs change for the
ticket machine. During these exchanges, he will attempt to distract his victim by pointing and attempting to touch the change in their purse or wallet,
whilst doing this he is actually taking notes from
them and makes off before the victim realises what
has taken place.
We are reviewing CCTV, but have only managed to
partial identify a suspect. We believe the man responsible is always dressed smartly, either in a suit
or a smart blazer type jacket, possibly has greying
hair on his temples and has a strong Eastern European accent. He is aged between 40-50 years old,
around 5”10 in height, medium build and may possibly drive a Vauxhall. We want to both warn the
public so they don’t fall victim to this type of theft,
and are also appealing for information to help us
locate the person or people responsible.”

The Parish Post
The Post is designed to keep everyone in touch with life in the Parish. We’d love to hear about your
forthcoming events, hair-raising experiences, fundraising efforts, funny stories, memories, recipes.
Your thoughts, opinions, comments, views and concerns are important too.
Please tell us. You don’t have to be a great writer, just email or phone John Shiell or Pauline Rowe,
details below.
If you don’t tell us we can’t print it John and Pauline

Drewsteignton Parish Post
Contact Details:

If you have trouble reading this publication
please let me know and I will arrange for a
large format version to be sent to you
Pauline Rowe: plrowe43@gmail.com.281638

For Editorial

John Shiell

drewsteigntonparishpost@hotmail.co.uk ℡ 281282

Contributions

Pauline Rowe

plrowe43@gmail.com

Village Hall Bookings

℡ 281638

callum.chapman@btinternet.com or

Drewsteignton

Alison Chapman

℡

Whiddon Down

Clare Rowe

whiddondownvillagehall@hotmail.co.uk
℡

For Parish Council
Business

Lucy Bruckner

01647 281197
01647 231

clerk@drewsteigntonparish.co.uk
℡

01647 252306

The Parish Post reserves the right to edit contributions and wishes to state that views
expressed are not necessarily those of the Parish Post.

Contributions for the next edition by
1st October - Thank You

