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NEWS FROM THE PARISH COUNCIL

Can anyone help the Clerk who is finding contacting British Telecom virtually impossible. We want
to know when they intend to remove the redundant telephone kiosks at Crockernwell & Whiddon Down, any suggestions would be gratefully
received! During her enquiries, the Clerk found
the telephone boxes at Drewsteignton & Sandy
Park are, in fact, grade two listed buildings.
The Council received a report from the Playing
field committee. All works highlighted in the recent safety inspection by ROSPA are being dealt
with and should be completed in time for the
family fun day in July. The council will be seeking
quotes from local contractors for the reduction
in height of the road hedge to make it easier to
maintain. Discussions are continuing into the viability of using the playing field as a night time landing site for Devon Air Ambulance. There needs to
be an electrical supply nearby for the provision of
lighting.
The Annual Parish Meeting will be held at Whiddon Down on Monday 14th May 2018 at 7.30pm.
Invitations to representatives should now have
been received, if you have not had yours please
contact the Clerk.
Areas in the parish needing tidying work which
can be undertaken by the Community Payback
team have been highlighted. We are waiting to
have site visits with those concerned and look
forward to having the work done in the near fu-
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ture.
We are working to update the parish register of
assets which covers what the Council actually
owns. Bus stops, benches and the garden in
Drewsteignton to name just some.
We are liaising with Devon County Highways to
see what progress can be made in repairing the
potholes in the parish. Hopefully, a report will be
given at the Parish meeting. We have had reports
that the hedges along Harepath Straight are
forcing vehicles towards the centre of the road,
we are asking Stagecoach Buses to see if they are
experiencing problems. There are also similar
complaints down Venton Straight.
We supported three planning applications, all in
the National Park, 0138/18 Holly Down Venton,
0157/18 Lower Venton and 0141/18 Knowle Cottage Drewsteignton. We heard from the owner
of Higher Fingle Farm, Crockernwell who explained his plans for an educational facility and
provision of cookery courses to complement the
newly opened farm shop. The plans have been
submitted to DNP but have yet to be received by
the Parish Council. We agreed in principle to support these plans as a similar idea had been approved several years ago, but not progressed
with, and it complied with the DNP policies on
farm diversification.
Our next meeting will be Monday 21st May
2018 7.30pm at Whiddon Down.

Teignton Fayre
Please join us for the Annual Teignton Fayre!
Drewsteignton, 2nd June from 3.00pm until late.
With our wonderful church bells ringing from 2.30, our Fayre will open with the town crier
at 3pm! Stalls, food, prizes, children’s entertainment, local guest artists and Electric Spank
confirmed as our band for the evening followed by a disco - there will be lots going on!
Entry is free and all monies raised will be going to our chosen charity, Alzheimer’s Society
as well as other local good causes.
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Whats On In The Parish
ESHC Country Show,
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Terrier, Lurcher & Family Dog Show
Donations to The Friends of Bow & North Tawton Surgery
At Crooke Meadow,
North Tawton, EX20 2BJ
on Sunday, 17 June 2018,
gates open at 11.30am.
email: EHSC.countryshow@gmail.com or call 07379847650 for Trade/Stall and general enquires

DREWEFEST
Friday 25th May 6pm - Monday 28th May 6pm
The Drewe Arms, Drewsteignton,
01647 281409
Now in its fourth year and evolved into ‘Drewefest’, the extremely popular beer festival held at The
Drewe Arms on Dartmoor has established itself as a highlight of the year, thanks to its spectacular range
of beers and ciders, and this year gins, along with the best live music the area (and beyond!) has to offer.
This year the humble beer festival has become a true celebration of the village, the pub not to mention
great beer, cider and gin in great company. Come and visit! It’ll be a celebration to remember.
Friday 25th May 6pm – 12am, Johnny Fuller Band, Entry £5.00
Saturday 26th May 6.30pm – 2am, Dr Bluegrass and the Illbilly 8, Entry £5.00
Sunday 27th May12pm – 10pm, FOS Brothers, Entry: Free
Monday 28th May 12pm – 6pm, Open Mic, Entry: Free

Drewsteignton ‘Summertime’ Craft Fayre
Saturday 2nd June 2pm—9pm
Sunday 3rd June 11am– 5pm
Drewsteignton Village Hall
Please come and support our Local Crafters who will be donating 15% of their takings to
Teignton Fayre funds

Drewsteignton Playing Field
Family Fun Day Saturday 7th July
at the playing field.
AGM 7.30pm Monday 4th June
in
Drewsteignton Village Hall.

Drewsteignton Gardener's Club
Plant Sale
A huge thank you to all who supported our sale on
Saturday 5th May. We raised £ 647.00 a tremendous sum and mostly down to all of you who came
and brought plants. Bunny Johnstone
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STONE LANE GARDENS
MUSIC FEST 2018
STONE LANE GARDENS, CHAGFORD, TQ13 8JU
SUNDAY, 10 JUNE 2018
Stone Lane Gardens Music Fest takes place this year on Sunday 10 June. This small-scale one day event, in
aid of Stone Lane Gardens (Charity No. 1141252), raises money each year towards the upkeep of the
gardens. This year the local acts taking part include:
Hot Club du Square - Jazz standards from the 30s & 40s with Peter Shields and James
Goodwin
Zena Ahmed – a talented young musician and composer from Exeter
Busk Don't Beg – a duo raising awareness for homeless and vulnerable people.
Blues / folk / rap
The Strange And the Beautiful – a popular local band performing original material
Tansy Rice Caley and James Goodwin – voice and guitar jazz melodies
Doors open at 12 noon till 6pm.
Refreshments available. Bring a picnic.

Events at Okehampton Library
May
Wednesday 16 May 10:00-11:00 – Grumpy Cat Story & Craft
Bring your little ones to the library for a special storytime, rhyme & craft!
One lucky child attending will win a copy of the book!
Suitable for children under 5 and their carers – Free event, no booking necessary
Saturday 26 May 10:00 – Elmer Day!
Story, Duplo, Lego and Elmer Hunt - Free event - no booking necessary
Storytime – 10:00-10:30
Duplo and Lego – 10:30-11:30
Elmer Hunt – 9:00-13:00 One lucky child will win an Elmer book!
June
Saturday 2 June 09:00-14:00 – Repair It
Electrical Gadgets, including computers.
Please note: we can’t fix CRT TVs & monitors or electric blankets.
For further information, please contact: Catherine Causley, Re-use Project Co-ordinator
catherine.causley@devon.gov.uk 07970 120703
Half term activity – please refer to our website nearer the time
Regular Events
Tuesdays 10:00- 10:30 - Bounce & Rhyme for over 1 year olds
Free, no booking necessary
Tuesdays 11:00-11:30 - Bounce and Rhyme for under 1 year olds
Free - no booking necessary
1st Tuesday of the month (excluding Aug & Sept) 15:45-16:45 - Bookworms
Book Club for ages 7-11 Free - no booking necessary
Wednesdays 09:30-10:15 - Duplo Builders & Storytime for ages 0-5
Free - no booking necessary
Saturdays 10:30 – 11:30 - Lego Builders for ages 5+
Free, no booking necessary
Book Track for ages 6+ during library opening hours. Free, ask staff for further details
Children under 8 must be accompanied to all events by a responsible adult.
Okehampton Library, 4 North Street, Okehampton EX20 1AR 01837
52805 okehampton.library@librariesunlimited.org.uk www.devonlibraries.org.uk
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News from Holy Trinity, Drewsteignton
This year’s PCC AGM was attended by 2 members of the general public, double last year, and both had
very interesting and relevant contributions to make providing valuable food for thought (of which, more
below). It came as no surprise to find that no-one had expressed the slightest desire to stand as Churchwarden, Secretary or Treasurer so we all soldier on, together with the existing PCC, re-elected en bloc.
Much as we love our beautiful and ancient church with its history of many generations of worshippers and
its place at the heart of our village, both literally and figuratively, there are times when one dearly wishes
that English Heritage, the CPRE, or even, (hush, whisper who dares) the National Trust, would take over
its upkeep. It is a familiar gripe among PCCs that we spend more time on the fabric of the church and the
necessary fund raising to keep it in a reasonable state of repair than we do on spiritual affairs. This year
alone we must start work on repairing the four windows on the south aisle, repair and replace slipping
and missing slates on the south west roof and repair and clean assorted gutters and down pipes. All this
in addition to the regular little jobs like oiling woodwork and hinges, damp treatment and painting. An average weekly congregation of 12-14 doesn’t exactly bring home the financial bacon and, despite the generosity of many individuals, we are always struggling to make ends meet. We are fortunate to have the
rent from Church Cottage to keep us afloat, without which we would be hard pressed to meet our financial commitments. With this in mind, and in view of the support we receive from the Friends of the
Churchyard, for which we are truly grateful, we are considering launching a Friends of the Church to take
on some of the considerable paperwork and administration of works to the fabric of the building. Most
members of the congregation are over 70 years old and we need more, younger people to form a group
to see that the church building is preserved for future generations. If you might be interested in this concept or have any helpful ideas please contact either of the churchwardens. We promise not to pressurise
you, however much we may be tempted!
June sees us at Hillside House for the Cream Teas in the Garden for ShelterBox and we will also be manning the Puddings Stall and the Bottle Stall for the Church Restoration Fund at Teignton Fayre so we
hope to see you there. On a completely different note, we are also hoping to complete the levelling of
the grave mounds in the churchyard to facilitate mowing. The rate of growth of the grass in the churchyard must be the envy of local farmers and we are grateful to the volunteers who give additional gardening support to try and keep on top of it. Most of the Autumn sown narcissi have put in an appearance and
we are now hoping that they will go forth and multiply – the weeds seem to manage it.
Norma Gillard, Angela Thomas

London Marathon Update
It was a bit of a slog, but I did it. On 22 April I ran the 26.2 miles of
the hottest London marathon in its 38 year history. It took me 5
hours and 6 minutes, which was a lot slower than I'd hoped for, and I
came in 24,512th, a few places behind Mo Farah! There were 41,003
runners on the starting line and over 40,000 finishers.
Along the way I ran past a giant telephone, a T-rex, Minnie Mouse,
Darth Vader, Paddington Bear, a stilt walker, 2 giants, a land-rover,
several pink apples and a whole herd of rhinos. It was wonderfully,
madly British and the cheering crowds were in fine voice.
I would like to thank everyone who sent me such kind messages of
support over the weekend - they really, really helped.
Thanks to the generous support of Drewsteignton people, friends and
family, I have raised over £2,000 for the charity Changing Faces. Huge
thanks to Marg and Ian for having my sponsorship form in the shop
and making this possible.
I will be doing the Great North Run - the world's biggest half marathon - with my daughter Tilly in September. We will be raising money
for Alzheimer's UK and are planning a local fundraising event in the summer - we will be sure to let Bulletin readers know what we're up to.
Many thanks again for everyone who supported me
Kate
PARISH POST
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We are now beginning to get things organised for this year’s dig, (30th June to 25th July). Unfortunately,
the Council for British Archaeology have had to withdraw funding for the Festival this year and so the
Step Back in Time Festival normally held in July at Moistown will not go ahead. However, we will be having an Open Day on the 21st July. Please come and have a look at what we have been doing. We intend
to have a few things going on, as well as the digging, and hope to confirm these soon, keep an eye on the
website for information. We will definitely have tea, coffee and cake!
For anyone who wants to read about excavating a Bronze Age round house on Dartmoor, the final report of the Archaeology and Bracken Project, which involved a long term excavation of a roundhouse at
Teigncombe near Kes Tor, is now available on our website.
Some of our members have been involved with the Wooston Castle dig with AC Archaeology, The National Trust and the Woodland Trust. A rare chance to be involved with the excavation of an Iron Age
hill top enclosure.

For more information have a look on line
https://finglewoods.org.uk/2018/03/28/
unearthing-history-at-wooston-castle/

The Ditch, Wooston Castle

For more information on what we are up
to do have a look at our Facebook page or
our website
www.acearchaeologyclub.wordpress.com
Or contact us on surica47@gmail.com
Erica Williamson (Secretary)

The Long View

PAGE

6

PARISH

POST

Bird Notes
The landscape has changed so much over the last four weeks and has really begun to green up with many
trees putting on young leaf, blackthorn is showing its white flowers in the hedgerows and the ground vegetation has really grown. It is a shame to see the daffodils coming to an end, but they have been in flower
for a few months now and managed to survive two spells of snow. We took the dog for a walk down the
river from Clifford bridge to Steps bridge over the Bank holiday week-end, and it was spectacular, and as
far as I can remember, it’s a new walk to me. The bluebells were in their prime as was the wild garlic, and
red campion, wood anemone and lesser stitchwort were all coming out in flower. The early morning bird
song was a joy too.
April and May are always interesting months for the birds with our visiting migrants arriving and the
breeding season starting. I really enjoyed watching the robins that were using my nest box and when I saw
food being taken to the nest, I realised that the eggs had hatched. About a week later, I did see at least
four chicks during a quick peep into the box after I had seen both adults leave. Another week later, the
nest was empty and our garden was busy with juvenile robins all attempting to improve their flying skills.
The blackbirds are now on their second breeding attempt and using the same nest again. I had seen two
of the juveniles in my woodshed keeping out of the way of predators, mainly cats and magpies here, with
the adult male blackbird kept busy keeping an eye on them all and providing food. It was only a few days
later when I investigated the nest they fledged from, that I realised that there was a female blackbird sitting tight again.
Last month, I wrote about the dates of peregrines laying eggs and clutch sizes, and now, I can report on
hatching due to the ever-increasing number of web cams there now are up on peregrine nests on buildings across the country. Peregrines normally lay up to four eggs at about two and a half day intervals
(approx. 60 hours between eggs) with incubation beginning with the penultimate egg, and then lasting
about 35 days. So, it follows that the first pair recorded to lay are highly likely to be the first to hatch, and
this was the case this year with the site that first laid (Merton civic centre) the first to hatch eggs. I followed a variety of sites through looking at their websites such as Exeter, Derby and Woking, then via colleagues that monitor websites at Bath, Bournemouth, Leamington Spa, Leicester and a new site this year
at Taunton. In Exeter this year, just three eggs were laid and I expected the first would hatch on the 5th of
May, but with no expectation of any hatching due to the advanced ages of our resident pair. Two chicks
hatched from the three eggs with first hatching at 9pm in the evening of the 4th May, and a second hatching about 12 hours later. Two out of three isn’t too bad! The next important date is ringing of the chicks,
at approx 18 days old, and at which point we can tell their sex, and then determine when they will fledge.
On the occasions that I venture into our larger towns and cites, especially London, it is mainly due to
something linked with peregrines. However, on the weekend of the 21st and 22ndApril, we got the train up
to watch the London Marathon and support Kate in her run. I was hoping to catch a glimpse of a peregrine while we were there as the route passes fairly close to a couple of breeding sites. I have never been
in London to watch the Marathon before but scanning the sky for peregrines just didn’t happen due to a
combination of the heat and the noise, the magnitude of the event and the huge crowds, plus we travelled
about a lot so we could cheer Kate on from three different locations around the 26 mile route. It was a
brilliant event and we were delighted Kate finished despite the really testing conditions. I did see roseringed parakeets in Wimbledon park on the Saturday, near where we were staying, but that was about
the only species I spotted that I have never seen in Devon.
I always struggle to get these articles into the Parish Post in good time, and rarely ever before the deadline, and I know that I am the very last to submit this month’s copy. My excuse is that I have been waiting
for the return of our swifts, these amazing birds that spend almost all of their lives in flight (apart from
when on eggs/young), spend about seven months of the year in the rich feeding grounds of South Africa
(between the Congo and Mozambique) and are only with us in Drewsteignton for just three months of
the year to breed. Whenever anyone ever asks me when the swifts will return, I always say “about the
first of May” because they are fairly reliable, but this year has been different. No sign of them on the 1st or
the 2nd, but I was hoping for an appearance on the 3rd as I was showing a couple of people around the village as they are keen to instigate more swift conservation projects in the County, especially in the small
villages around Dartmoor. I opened my swift boxes up again on the 3rd in expectation of their arrival as I
was working away on the 4th, but despite the glorious weather over the Bank holiday weekend, still no
swifts on the 5th or 6th.
Cont. on page 7
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Cont. from page 6

I walked down to the Duck Race at Fingle on the Monday (Great event, wonderful weather!) with the dog
and when we got back, there they were, three skimming high over Churchgate at about 5pm. My neighbour had spotted them earlier, but we had a maximum count of 6 overhead later. The numbers will build
up over the next few weeks, but I have already seen three entering my nest boxes. This is highly likely to
be adults returning to their established breeding sites, having been airborne and ‘on the wing’ since last
August. Please contact me if you think you have swifts nesting on your property in the Parish, or would
be interested in putting up nest boxes to accommodate swifts.
I will leave you with the first few lines of ‘Swifts’ by Ted Hughes. Nick
Swifts
Fifteenth of May. Cherry blossom. The swifts
Materialize at the tip of a long scream
Of needle. ‘Look! They’re back! Look!’ And they’re gone
On a steep
Controlled scream of skid
Round the house-end and away under the cherries. Gone.
Suddenly flickering in sky summit, three or four together,
Gnat-whisp frail, and hover-searching, and listening
For air-chills – are they too early? With a bowing
Power-thrust to left, then to right, then a flicker they
Tilt into a slide, a tremble for balance,
Then a lashing down disappearance
Behind elms.
They’ve made it again,
Which means the globe’s still working, the Creation’s
Still waking refreshed, our summer’s
Still all to come —

News from the Castle
Hi everyone.
Spring is officially here! I don’t want to jinx us, but I have seen the sun several times over
the past couple of weeks. It has been a long time coming and the garden here at Castle
Drogo is rapidly springing to life.
The reality of being in our final year of building work is starting to kick in now. Large sections of the roof are now completed and, now it has warmed up again, the pointing is
moving forward quickly. At the start of 2017, we set ourselves a target of raising £20,000
to pay for the refurbishment of the windows along the Green Corridor. I am delighted to let you know
that we raised over £10,000 in 2017 through on-site donations, raffle ticket sales, outreach talks and donations for second-hand books. Thank you to everyone for their help, generosity and support with this
fundraising.
The race is now on to reach our final target so please do drop off any good quality books for our secondhand bookshelves. We especially need books for children and young people. Other top sellers are gardening books and people seem to like a good crime thriller. If you have any that you can donate to us,
please drop them in to the visitor welcome team between 10am and 5.30pm any day.
Finally, don’t worry if you didn’t make it to our volunteer open days in April. We would still love to welcome you to be part of the Castle Drogo team as we have loads of opportunities for people to get involved as volunteers. You don’t need a degree in history to volunteer – just a warm smile, enthusiasm
and a few hours to spare. If you would like to find out more about our volunteer opportunities, please
get in touch.
Best wishes to you all,
Paula
Community Engagement Officer, Castle Drogo 01647 434130, paula.clarke@nationaltrust.org.uk

Volunteers' Week 2018
Volunteers' Week is a chance to say thank you for the fantastic contribution volunteers make across
Devon. It takes place 1 - 7 June every year nationally and is an opportunity to celebrate volunteering in all
its diversity.
Here at DeVA, our partners want to help you to say 'thank you'. You can nominate a volunteer who has
made a real difference to the community and/or the people they work with to be included on our Volunteers' Week Celebration pages. This will include our website, facebook, and twitter pages.
Download a nomination form and check out the link to the Volunteers' Week resources on our Volunteer Managers Hub pages at www.devonva.org/hub
If you require further information please do not hesitate to contact me.
Kind Regards
Clare Humphreys
Volunteering Support Co-ordinator
Monday - Wednesday 9.00- 5.30pm
Devon Voluntary Action
c/o North Devon Voluntary Services Ltd
Suite 206 Queens House
Barnstaple
Devon EX32 8HJ

The Parish Post
The Post is designed to keep everyone in touch with life in the Parish. We’d love to hear about your
forthcoming events, hair-raising experiences, fundraising efforts, funny stories, memories, recipes.
Your thoughts, opinions, comments, views and concerns are important too.
Please tell us. You don’t have to be a great writer, just email or phone John Shiell or Pauline Rowe,
details below. If you don’t tell us we can’t print it John and Pauline

Drewsteignton Parish Post
Contact Details:

If you have trouble reading this publication
please let me know and I will arrange for a
large format version to be sent to you
Pauline Rowe: plrowe43@gmail.com.281638

For Editorial

John Shiell

drewsteigntonparishpost@hotmail.co.uk ℡ 281282

Contributions

Pauline Rowe

plrowe43@gmail.com

Village Hall Bookings

℡

281638

callum.chapman@btinternet.com or

Drewsteignton

Alison Chapman

℡

Whiddon Down

Clare Rowe

whiddondownvillagehall@hotmail.co.uk

For Parish Council
Business

℡
Lucy Bruckner

01647 281197
01647 231643

clerk@drewsteigntonparish.co.uk
℡

01647 252306

The Parish Post reserves the right to edit contributions and wishes to state that views
expressed are not necessarily those of the Parish Post.

Contributions for the next edition by
1st June - Thank You

