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NEWS FROM THE PARISH COUNCIL 

With Autumn fast approaching and the turn in the weather I hope you are all keeping 
well and safe.  
The PC was pleased to welcome Cllr James McInnes to the virtual meeting, he reported 
that Devon County Council (DCC) are moving forward with plans for children returning 
to school in September. He advised councillors that he was on the board of the newly 
convened Local Outbreak engagement board, formed to oversee COVID-19 across 
Devon with only 5 confirmed cases of Covid across Devon last week. He reported that 
DCC have spent approximately £43m so far and have received approximately £40m from 
Central Government. There were increased costs in areas such as Children’s Care with 
more children than predicted coming into Care.  
The Clerk has been busy updating the PC procedures and policies to ensure we comply 
with current legislation. Three of the four policies are the Freedom of Information & 
Publication, the Policy Press & Media Policy and the Removeable Media Policy - carried - 
while the 4th is held over to the next meeting as a few points needed clarification. 
Cllr Ridgers planning application was discussed in cabinet by the other councillors. Having 
previously conducted a site visit the councillors agreed to support the application. Full 
details in the minutes on the website. 
Cllr Brennan updated the council on the Farm Shop. WDBC have been asked to write 
to all interested parties and give 28 days from the 21 August 2020 for any further 
comments noting the focus on the RIA. Cllr Ridgers stated that WDBC indicated the 
Planning inspectorate have decided on a public hearing, probably held online rather than 
at a physical venue, WDBC will advise on procedure and times in due course. 
Cllr James reported that complaints have been received regarding parking issues in 
Crockernwell which is causing visibility issues for vehicles emerging from Lambert Lane. 
Cllr McInnes suggested that the Council could ask for advisory white lines by the wooden 
fence to see if that will improve the issue. Cllr James would like to hear from parishioners 
who have any suggestions on how to tackle the problem. Cllr McInnes also suggested a 
site visit with highways and residents, a date and time will be published when this can be 
arranged, please get in touch if you would like the details sent direct. 
The parish council would like to invite the children of the parish to design a 
poster to encourage drivers to slow down to help reduce the speed though 

the village. The winner will have their design displayed in Crockernwell.  
Entries can be scanned and sent by email to 

ysanne.james@drewsteigntonparish.co.uk or posted to Cllr James at 5 Stanbury’s 
Orchard, Crockernwell EX6 6NA 

The Clerk reported a site visit was undertaken with the Devon Air Ambulance Trust 
representative, Western Power (WPD) and the contractor who installed the lighting 
column on the 27th July. WPD will notify the council as soon as the 3-phase supply (cont.)                                                                                                                                                                                                   
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Is in place so that a provider can be arranged prior to the supply going live. This will 
delay the re-opening of the Playing field. In the meantime all remedial works to the play 
equipment have been carried out but it is not safe to re-open while installation works 
are underway. 
Alice reported that the DCC online service for checking on gully inspections is now 
available for members of the public to check when a gully was last “inspected” which is 
usually when it was last cleaned. There are some conditions to it though:  
• last inspected does not mean last cleaned, for example, they might not have been able 
to clean it because the cover was stuck. 
• It will usually not show if a drain has been jet-cleaned since it was last inspected. 
https://www.devon.gov.uk/roadsandtransport/maintaining-roads/flooding-
anddrainage/report-standing-water-flooding-or-blocked-drains/  Click “interactive map” 
to zoom to a location, wait for the blue dots to load, click on the blue dot and it will give 
you some information on when it was last inspected and its frequency of clean. 
Cllr Rowe reported that the WDVH AGM will be held 17th August and that renovations 
are ongoing. Discussions about re-opening the hall are taking place. Highways have 
notified that from Monday 5th October and Friday 16th October, inclusive of Chapel 
Hill, Whiddon Down has a temp traffic order in place to prohibit through-traffic and 
parking to allow Western Power Distribution to carry out works. 
A reminder from the clerk that the Exercise of Public Rights funds - 28th August to 9th 
October 2020 (2019-20 accounts) are open to inspection by appointment. 
You are cordially invited to the next meeting on 21st September 2020 at 19:30, details 
will be published on the website and noticeboards. 
Cllr. Ysanne James 
 
Drewe Arms - We said ‘farewell’ and ‘see you soon’ to Gary, Andrew & the dogs

It was with great sadness that we 
said goodbye to Gary at the door 
of the Drewe Arms, presenting him 
with a beautiful print of the pub and 
square by local artist and Drewe-
goer, Glyn Martin, and a gift of a 
dinner out for Gary & Andrew 
after which they wouldn’t have to 
do the washing up.    
 

We later carried over to the Village 
Hall cutlery, crockery and 
glassware to cater for 150 settings 
as well as other assorted catering 
goods which Gary has kindly 
donated to the village and with 
which we hope we may be able to 
host a gathering for the villagers 
and friends.

 

We can still follow some of Gary’s 
adventures via Facebook and find 
his poetry on his page there. I 
understand that his book of 
collected poems is due to be 
published this year. 
With heartfelt thanks and gratitude 
from all here in Drewsteignton and 
surround parts, Gary.  We wish 
you both every happiness



ISSUE NO. 173                  PAGE 3 
Latest News from Drewsteignton Village Store and Post Office  

   £ $ ¥ € DH zł CHF لایر 
We are pleased to inform you that we are now offering foreign currency sales in the 
Post Office.  HMRC have more than doubled the fee that each office has to pay to offer 
currency services and although Post Office withdrew this service from us we have 
decided that it is an important service to the local community and have therefore paid 
the licence fee ourselves.   
We are holding Euro in branch and can offer next day service on all other currencies, 
we are the only Post Office in the Local area who have taken this decision, please 
support us.  We can only fund this license fee if we make currency sales. 
As we come to the end of the peak holiday period please remember that little local 
shop that you so relied upon during the lockdown.  We will only be here if YOU play 
your part in supporting the business. Cheryl and Stuart 

 
Drewsteignton Gardener's Club 

Yes, we do still exist! We have now stopped selling plants from outside our drives but 
are delighted to let you know we have raised £ 831.00 over the past 4 months. The 
charities we have supported are SW Children's Hospice, Chagford Hospice, Devon Air 
Ambulance, and a small amount to our club. We have decided after the usual Plant Sale 
in 2021 we will continue to sell remaining plants and others that mature later than 
early May for charity.  
We are, (Covid rules permitting) going to hold our September meeting in Cheriton 
Bishop VILLAGE HALL. Club members from both societies only and you must pre 
book as places are limited.  rosiejan.payne@gmail.com 
We hope to be able to hold our Autumn programme in WDVH from October. We 
will be taking the annual subscriptions of £5.00 at this meeting - Garden Recycling is 
the topic. Meetings begin 7.30pm and new member always welcome. 
Do contact Rosemary Payne or me bunny_johnstone@btinternet.com over any 
questions you may have.Whiddon Down committee have yet to confirm their opening 
date. Just to confirm all our meetings will be at Whiddon Down village hall, not in our 
village hall. Bunny Johnstone 
 

STONE LANE GARDENS - LATE SUMMER IN THE GARDENS 
Perched on a hillside in full view of the Moor, Stone Lane Gardens remains little 

affected by the strong winds of late Summer and early Autumn. Following Summer’s 
drought, now and again an hour or two of heavy rain gives the water gardens and 

ponds a chance to refill and the trees to revive before taking on their Autumn hue. The 
Gardens Manager and his team of helpers work to remove the weeds that start to 
appear after a downpour and collect up the small sticks that blow down onto the 

Garden's lawns and pathways. 
The Tea Room, managed and run by volunteers, is open for refreshments from 12noon 

to 5pm and is a comfortable haven from whatever the weather brings, rain or shine. 
The Gardens are open from 10am till 6pm every day. 

Children and dogs on leads welcome. 
Stone Lane Gardens is at Stone Lane, Drewsteignton, TQ13 8JU. 

For more information go to www.stonelanegardens.com Anna Imrie 
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ROGUE TREE SURGEONS 
We have received reports of potential rogue traders operating in our area, specifically 
targeting vulnerable and elderly residents unable to carry out their own tree works. 
Several members of the public and their families contacted the West Devon Trees 
team recently, after they were cold-called by traders claiming to be tree surgeons. 
The traders offer to do garden and tree works for cash, and also 'advise' residents they 
could legally carry out works to protected trees and provide a certificate to submit to 
the Council to avoid prosecution. 
Cllr. Peter Brennan 
 

WHIDDON DOWN VILLAGE HALL 
 

Hello everyone, here's the latest from Whiddon Down Village Hall. With the easing of 
restrictions, we were able to hold our AGM on 17/8/20, observing social 
distancing.  The Committee stays the same, with a couple of members standing down 
and the welcome addition of Alison Chapman as our new treasurer. Many thanks to 
her for agreeing to take on the post.  
All building work is complete and the hall is safe again for use. Redecoration has been 
put on the back burner for now, but estimates are still invited for future reference.  
Alex and I have been trawling through the endless do's and don't's paperwork to 
enable us to re-open the hall, adhering to all Government health guidelines.  In turn this 
has generated necessary expenditure to comply with recommendations and this will be 
ongoing until we are told differently. As a result of this, it will be necessary to increase 
hall hire charges by £1.00 per hour from September. In addition to the standard hire 
agreement regular and new Hirers alike, will need to complete and sign a new 
agreement encompassing Covid 19 directions and requirements. A copy of this will be 
on view in the hall. This will supersede any prior agreements. Following the completion 
of a risk assessment a maximum of 15 people can safely use the hall at any one time. 
The onus will be on the organizer to comply with social distancing and sanitization of 
equipment before and after the event. The Hall will provide the necessary sanitizing 
products. We are hoping to re-open from 14/9/20. In preparation for this, the (cont.) 
Committee are having a deep clean drop in event on 5th September from 10.00am. If 
anyone wishes to volunteer on the day, come armed with your own cloths , mop and 
bucket or for outdoor duties hoe and rake!! Unfortunately, I will be unable to provide 
lunch as I have in the past, but hot and cold drinks will be available throughout the 
day. Many hands make light work. 
 
Finally, we are looking to engage someone to help keep things tidy outside the hall and 
in the Carpark. Duties will include strimming grass, cutting hedges and general tidying, 
on a need to do basis. This could be anything from two - three times a year or when 
necessary. Obviously the person must have their own personal and liability 
insurance.  Fee to be determined. If anyone thinks they may be able to help call 
me, Jenny Turner. 
Jenny Turner  01647231179 
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   An update from Acorn 
We are delighted to be able to inform you that we held our first physically 

distanced bingo session on the 4th August in the Teign Valley Community Hall. Many 
thanks to all our volunteers who enabled all clients to be transported privately in cars 
rather than with our usual minibus. The session was great fun and it was fantastic to 
see a number of our clients all together. The staff and trustees are working hard to 
think what other activities we can hold in a Covid-secure manner. 
We continue to meet many transport requests to medical appointments as the RD&E is 
opening up more services. Many thanks to our volunteers who have supported us in 
providing private transport - these appointments are so very important to our clients. 
Cycle 300 - This September, cycle 300 miles throughout the month to raise funds for 
Acorn Community Support. Choose your route and set your pace, whether it’s ten miles 
per day or all in one go!!!!! We encourage anyone to take part, whether on a traditional 
bicycle, an e-bike or an exercise bike in the comfort of your own home (one sure way 
to avoid the Devon Hills!). If you would like to join our team please contact Mandy in 
the office on office@acorncommunitysupport.co.uk.    
We are looking to expand our Trustee Board and welcome anyone who wishes to 
contribute to an incredibly important charity within their community. Acorn was 
established 31 years ago. At its heart are the volunteers who give their time so 
generously to help those who need a ‘helping hand'. If you would like more information 
or to join our Trustee Board please contact Chair, Jo Clunie, on joclunie@icloud.com. 
Some fabulous Sewing Bees have been busy making face coverings and donating funds 
raised to Acorn. We are delighted that we are now able to offer face coverings at the 
Cheriton practice. They can be collected on Tuesday and Thursday mornings from 
Dudshall Cottage, Cheriton Bishop (opposite the Church) and we would recommend a 
donation of £3 per mask.   
Doctors Clunie and Hayter - another Cycling Challenge - CYCLE 300 
Dr Clunie and Dr Hayter are planning to take on the Cycle 300 September Challenge 
to raise funds for Acorn Community Support.  They are part of a team of 15 individuals 
who have agreed to take part in the challenge of cycling 300 miles during the month of 
September.   HOWEVER, our Cycling Mad Doctors have committed to do the whole 
300 miles in only TWO DAYS.    They haven’t decided on their route yet but it 
equates to cycling to Oxford and back in two days! 
If you would like to sponsor them, please visit https://www.gofundme.com/f/acorn-
cycle-300-in-september-2020 or you can send donations straight to Acorn by dropping 
an envelope through the letter boxes at either surgery.  Please ensure your envelope is 
marked clearly with “Acorn - Supporting our Crazy Cycling Doctors”.  All monies 
raised will be supporting the replacement of one of Acorn’s minibuses which is 18 
years old and well deserving of retirement! 
Many thanks in anticipation of your support - Jason and James 
Our trustees, staff and volunteers are willing and able to help in any way we can, so 
please do contact us on 01647 252701 or 
email office@acorncommunitysupport.co.uk if you, or someone you know, needs 
support www.acorncommunitysupport.co.uk 
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Bird Notes 
The swifts have now left and will be winging their way back to their winter quarters in 
Africa. Based on tracking information of individual birds fitted with tiny geolocators in 
2010, there could be swifts from Drewsteignton crossing the Sahara right now and 
many could already be as far south as the Congo. 
I have spent a bit of time at East Prawle over the last few weeks and have been seeing 
large flocks of swifts feeding up before heading south across the channel. In the good 
weather earlier during mid-august, I would hear their screaming calls from high and 
attempt to count the various flocks, some numbering up to 150, before they left and 
then another group would appear. 
It has been a really good year for swifts in Drewsteignton and with nearly 40 nest 
boxes on various properties in and around the village, the breeding numbers increased 
on last year. Malcolm came up on a number of occasions and ringed a total of 35 chicks 
which is the highest annual number produced to date since we started ringing them in 
2008. It also indicates that the nest box colony here and including Burrow farm and 
Upperton is the largest colony in the county. I am always interested in the departure 
date of the swifts and I had observed a single swift over the village on the 9th of August 
so I presumed it to be an adult with a nest that I was unaware of, as all the young had 
fledged from the nest boxes. I did not see another over the village again until on the 18 
August, I spotted a swift going into one of the two boxes on Churchgate cottage in 
Knowle lane. This was a late breeding attempt, so I let Malcolm know and he came up 
the next day, and ringed two chicks that were about two days from fledging. I did see 
two flying and giving their scream call a couple of days later so am hoping that was 
them and they are now also on their way to Africa. That was on 20 August and was my 
last sighting of swifts this year. In fact, it was the latest I have ever seen swifts in the 
village in twenty years of monitoring arrival and departure dates. They will not be back 
until May 2021 by which time I hope to get more nest boxes up on properties in the 
village. If anyone is interested in putting up nest boxes for swifts on their house, then 
please do get in touch with me and I will happily advise. 
Another bird that has started to head for their winter quarters in Africa is the osprey, 
a large fish-eating raptor. Traditionally found breeding in Scotland, they have proved to 
be a successful re-introduction species, nesting in Wales and in England at Rutland 
Water in Leicestershire. At this time of the year they can be found on estuaries in 
Devon, feeding on mullet. The Devon Birds website states there have been recent 
sightings on the Exe, Tamar and Teign. They tend to stay around for a few days, 
sometimes weeks, so are easy to find either quartering over the rivers looking for fish 
or perching prominently in dead trees. A couple of years ago, I went down to the Teign 
estuary with friends where we spent a few very pleasant hours watching them catch 
fish while we sat in the beer garden of the Coombe Cellars pub. 
I’ve seen more hedgehogs this year than in my previous 23 years at Churchgate, mainly 
seeing them on late-night walks with my dog around the village. I suspected we had 
them as I was finding the occasional hedgehog poop in my garden and then started 
spotting them. I have found single hedgehogs in the churchyard, down Froggy lane, out 
the front of our row and in the garden but have no idea if this is the same one each 
time or different ones. It is always a delight to see them as they are another species in 
decline, but I have yet to see two at the same time. 
Nick Dixon
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ACE Archaeology Club 
Well, we did have to cancel our ‘dig’ for this year, and we aren’t really sure even about 
next year.  However, we have time to think about it all and see how we can do a 
smaller dig perhaps with fewer people, somehow being more targeted. Thinking about 
exactly what more we want to find out about our site at Moistown, near Winkleigh. 
In the meantime, the interim report for 2019 is done and on our website.  Our 
director, Janet, has been catching up with all sorts of desk-based, or, more accurately, 
computer-based work around contexts and sections and doing all the things that she 
normally has little time to do.  
She and I have been trying to have weekly finds cataloguing sessions on my veranda, 
weather permitting, which it generally has. 

 
 
We have over 3000 finds to get through from 2013 to 2019.  So far, we have managed 
to do 2 years’ worth so a way to go yet.  We are hoping the weather holds because I 
don’t know what we will do when it starts to get cold and wet. Go back to working on 
our own which will be a shame as sharing this has been a good experience, especially at 
a time when we are so limited in who we can spend time and how we can do that. 
We are all having to think of new ways of doing things and so perhaps some creativity 
will be a positive thing to have come out of this very strange time we are living 
through. Take care and best wishes from ACE. 
Erica Williamson https://acearchaeologyclub.wordpress.com 
 
The National Trust on Dartmoor – Castle Drogo 
After closing all of our sites on Dartmoor at the beginning of lockdown we have, in 
line with the easing of restrictions over the last few months, been gradually re-opening 
where we can. The safety of our staff, volunteers, visitors and local communities 
remains our top priority. 
Our countryside sites and carparks are open for people to walk and enjoy the 
beautiful spaces we look after. If the car park is full please leave and come back at 
another time and please do not block access on narrow lanes. We’re also asking for 
people to help us by taking anything you bring back home, especially if bins are already 
full, and leave no trace of your visit other than the photos on your camera (we’d love 
to see some of these shared with us on social media).   
To keep everyone safe we are restricting numbers at some of our sites: Whitelady 
Waterfall walk at Lydford Gorge and the Garden at Castle Drogo are open for pre-
booked visits only. The gorge at Lydford, Drogo Castle and Finch Foundry remain 
closed. Anyone planning to visit a National Trust property should check property 
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webpages before travelling to confirm it is open and if they need to book. 
It has been such a joy to have people back at our places, to see familiar local faces, and 
hear from visitors how much they appreciate being able to enjoy the countryside and 
gardens has been a real boost to the teams who work across Dartmoor.  
The pandemic has hit the National Trust hard. Our charity has lost £200 million as a 
result of CV-19 and we need to reduce our budgets and size of our workforce to save 
money and still be able to carry out our vital conservation work. This will sadly mean 
that it is likely some of our team will be made redundant over the coming months.   
We are very grateful to our members and supporters for helping us work through this 
current situation, and for their continued loyal support.  
http://nationaltrust.org.uk/ 
 
Comment 
High volumes of dog dirt are being reported in the Churchyard of Holy Trinity 
Church this summer. Please ensure that you pick up and correctly dispose of any 
of your dog’s poops – bins are available in the CarPark and also by the (closed) 
Toilets. They are emptied regularly by our wonderful volunteer. Thank you. 
 
A Thank-You 
Margery and Jim Wonnacott would like to thank all those people who have helped them 
with various kindnesses and enquiries etc. in any way during Jim’s illness. 
He is a little better but it is slow progress, so we are hugely grateful. 
 
The Drewsteignton If you have trouble reading this publication please do let 
ParishPost me know and a large-format version will be sent to you 
ContactDetails: 
 

For Editorial  
Contributions 

Shelley Mansfield shelley.mansfield@me.com  
Tel: 07714 253484 

Village Hall Bookings 
Drewsteignton 

Alison Chapman callum.chapman@btinternet.com  
Tel: 01647 281197 

Parish Council Business 
Drewsteignton 

Alice Turner clerk@drewsteigntonparish.co.uk 
Tel: 01837 83484 

Village Hall Bookings  
Whiddon Down 

Alex Nott whiddondownvillagehall@hotmail.co.uk  
Tel: 01647 231331 

The Parish Post reserves the right to edit contributions and wishes to state that 
views expressed are not necessarily those of the Parish Post. 
Contributions for the next edition by end of 25th August - Thank-you, Ed        



 
 


