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NEWS FROM THE PARISH COUNCIL 

The parish council meeting this month was once again conducted online and one of the 
discussions was about returning to face to face meetings, or maybe doing a blended 
version. With only one of the village halls opening and restrictions on how many can be 
accommodated in the hall, it does seem impractical to hold face to face meetings, the 
lack of Wi-Fi in the village halls also means a blended version would not work. On top 
of that we now have the rule of six which would mean that the meetings would 
potentially be illegal.  So, for the time being we will have to continue with the virtual 
meetings. 
Cllr Brennan declared an interest in one of the planning items and was excluded from 
the discussions on planning matter 0394/20 - 18 retirement homes on the edge of 
Crockernwell.  Three Cllrs undertook a site visit but unfortunately neither the agent nor 
the owner of the land attended. After discussion, the council decided not to support this 
development.  When Cllr Brennan was returned to the meeting, he and Cllr Ridgers also 
updated us on the Farm shop appeal hearing.  Cllr Rodgers will be attending on behalf of 
West Devon and has also volunteered to represent the parish. 
We had an email from a parishioner regarding biodiversity of our verges and roundabouts 
and the council have written to the parishioner to ask him to attend the next parish 
meeting on 19th October to find out how we could be involved with this. 
Cllr McInnes unfortunately was unable to attend due to a clash or meetings, and was 
unable to give his report. He had offered to arrange a site visit to discuss the parking and 
speeding issues in Crockernwell, so this item has been carried forward to the next 
meeting. 
The Devon Air Ambulance Trust light has now been installed and connected to the 
electric supply, the clerk has arranged for an electricity supplier to install a meter and 
then this should be active.  It was also good to hear that the playing field has now been 
able to open too.  
We also discussed the  Email & Own Device Policy, however, as the clerk was still 
awaiting more information this was also carried forward to the next meeting.   
In the second part of the meeting the lease on Drewsteignton toilet block was discussed 
and further work is required before the council are prepared to sign the lease. We also 
agreed to honour the NALC pay decision and back date the pay rise to April for the 
clerk. 
The competition for the speeding sign is still open and the council welcome art work 
from children of the parish that encourage traffic to slow down.  The prize will be to see 
their poster displayed in Crockernwell.  You can either scan the picture and send it via 
email to ysanne.james@drewsteigntonparish.co.uk or post it to 5 Stanbury’s Orchard, 
Crockernwell EX6 6NA.      (cont.) 
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As Autumn is upon us and harvests are being gathered, I cannot help but reflect on the 
year so far.  Things have been hugely different for all of us and as we learn to live in a 
‘new normal’ of virtual meetings and socialising at a distance, kindness and understanding 
is more than important than ever.  As I am sure you have heard on the news that there 
has been a rise in mental health problems, and we can all see why. I do hope that we all 
have the courage to reach out to those that need a helping hand. 

 
Holy Trinity Church 

 
Music & poem ideas please: 
6pm, Monday 2nd November 

Light, Love and Loss 
Even if new restrictions are 
introduced I am planning to go 
ahead one way or another with the 
special short (30 mins) service for 
All Souls’ Day which includes 
poems, music and an invitation to 
light a candle in memory of a loved 
one. I would very much welcome 

any suggestions of music or poetry 
for this year’s service please 
contact Jennifer on 01647 281657 
or pmjmrmdm@aol.com by 12th 
October. 
Currently the service will be in 
Holy Trinity Church, 
Drewsteignton but if new measures 
are in place then I will have the 
order of service printed out and 
placed with the outdoor candles so 
people can participate in whatever 
way they can though I would 
encourage all who are able to light 
the candles and place them in the 
churchyard on the 2nd November 
as it is so heart-warming to see 
their lights twinkling with love 
throughout the night (the votive 
stand in Lady Chapel is always 
available when the church is open)

 
Outdoor Candles of Remembrance 

As you may know there has been a special service to remember loved ones on All 
Souls Day for the past few years. An important part of this is the lighting of candles of 
remembrance. Holy Trinity Church would like to gift to anyone who would like one a 
memoriam outdoor candle. 
If your loved one rests in Holy Trinity Church Yard the idea is that the candles will be 
placed on the graves and lit before the service: if they rest somewhere else you would 
be very welcome to choose a special place within the church yard to light your candle. 
If for some reason you will not be at the service, Holy Trinity would like to offer you a 
candle which someone could light on your behalf*. Or, if you prefer, you may wish to 
collect a candle to light and place at a location special to you, at a time of your 
choosing.The candles will be available from Drewsteignton Post Office or the Church 
from 27th October.* Please contact me (details above) or leave instructions in the Post 
Office. 
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Drewsteignton Christmas Craft Fayre 
It is hoped that by the beginning of November plans will have been put in place for our 
ever popular Christmas Craft Fayre where you have the opportunity to purchase some 
unique presents for your loved ones…..and yourselves!! 
All social distancing measures will be put in place and every effort will be made to make 
the event a safe environment for everyone to enjoy. As ever we will adhere to 
government guidelines but please put the date in your diaries… 
Saturday 28th and Sunday 29th November.  
If you would like a table, please email me on j.hocking05@btinternet.com or call 01647 
281605. Further update to follow in next issue. 
 
 

Playing Field update: 
Good news: 
The Playing Field is now open. There are loads of signs up, a copy of which is below.  
The work for the helicopter night landing has been done.  
We will now have electricity in the shed.  
Bad news: 
Bonfire Night cannot take place.  
Drewsteignton Playing Field COVID-19 MEASURES  
This playground is not supervised and the equipment is not regularly cleaned.  
For your safety and the safety of others please obey the following:  
• Social distancing of 2m MUST always be maintained (or 1m with risk mitigation where 
2m is not possible)  
• Only one child is allowed on each piece of equipment at a time, unless from the same 
family group  
• No eating or drinking in the playground  
• Parents/Carers: you will need to clean the equipment before your child uses it. Use 
hand sanitiser or wipes to clean your children’s hands before and after use.  
• Do not touch your face. Remember to cough or sneeze into a tissue (use an arm if a 
tissue is not available)  
• Take tissues and all rubbish home  
• Children’s clothes should be washed when they get home.  
• Families with clinically vulnerable members: Do NOT use the equipment without first 
cleaning it 

 
Alcohol and Entertainment Licensing - Policy Consultation 
WDBC are inviting residents and businesses to have their say on the new Alcohol and 
Entertainments Licensing Policy. An eight-week consultation ends Friday 16 October. 
The renewed policy will decide how the Borough Council makes decisions on alcohol 
and entertainment licensing issues over the next five years. The Policy will also be used 
by local residents and businesses preparing licensing applications and making comments 
on License applications. Have your say 
via https://www.engagement.westdevon.gov.uk/licensing 
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WHIDDON DOWN VILLAGE HALL 
 
Thank-you to all the committee members, their spouses and families for all their hard 
work on our deep clean day and beyond. It meant a great deal to be able to re-open 
secure in the fact the hall was clean and well maintained. All Covid guidelines are being 
implemented and adhered to. So far so good!!  
 
Alison Chapman has taken over and is fully operational as our new treasurer now. We 
are very grateful for her valuable expertise and hope she will be happy to continue for 
a long time. I , personally am relieved to have been relieved of the job!! 
 
We will be unable to organise any fund-raising events for quite some time, so we have 
suspended all renovation or redecoration projects for now, to conserve the money in 
the bank. We need to maximize use of the hall to maintain overhead costs, so if anyone 
would like more information about hiring the hall please contact Alex 01647231331. 
 
Finally, the village hall has sadly been the victim of mindless vandalism. The donation 
box from the Carpark was discovered damaged and empty earlier this month. I don't 
expect the perpetrator got much financially from this selfish act, but I hope that they 
are capable of feeling ashamed at this becoming public knowledge.  Until a new box is 
installed, we are asking that donations be left in the post-box by the hall door. Thank-
you for those who make regular contributions, every little helps.  
 
Let's hope we can continue safely for now. Stay well and follow the guidelines. 
Jenny Turner  01647231179 
 
 

STONE LANE GARDENS - AUTUMN IN THE GARDENS 
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   Acorn Community Support 

 
Thank you to all our volunteers for their continued support of Acorn.  Our clients 
remain well supported through the various services that we have been able to set up in 
a covid secure way as referenced in August Parish Magazines. 
We have recently been approached and asked if we would like to take part in a new 
service being offered by Dartmoor Community Kitchen.  The initiative is offering 3 
weeks of meals, freshly baked and delivered every day, to any members of the 
community who may be struggling, are aged over 65, and would appreciate some 
culinary support.  If you would like to discuss this service then please contact Mandy in 
the office on 01647 252701. 
If you, or anyone you know, needs some support, whatever it may be, then please do 
contact us. 
 
On a lighter note, our intrepid cyclists are making great progress in the Acorn Cycle 
300 Challenge.  At the time of writing this submission, 18th September, the team of 18 
have collectively cycled over 3,000 miles.  The team have shown great resilience in this 
challenge, overcoming falling off their bikes, falling in ditches and suffering tyre blow 
outs.   Amongst the drama we have seen some beautiful parts of the Devon 
Countryside although the Devon Hills continue to NOT be our friends!  Particular 
thanks must go the Doctor Clunie who completed his 300 miles in two days.  His 
comment after Day 1 of “I cannot believe how far 150 miles is” perhaps did not come 
as a surprise to the rest of us who are taking a leisurely 30 days to complete the 
challenge!!!! 
You can follow the Cycling progress via the Acorn Facebook Page or via Acorn’s 
website and the Whats On tab.  The fundraising has been extraordinary and we are 
beginning to feel confident that we are going to raise the remaining funds to replace 
our 18 year old minibus.   If you would like to support our cycling crazies then you can 
drop money in to the Surgeries (please mark the envelope for Acorn)  or you can visit 
our Go Fund Me page at https://www.gofundme.com/f/acorn-cycle-300-in-september-
2020.       
Acorn continues to be able to offer support to anyone in our community who needs 
support.  Please do not hesitate to contact us on 01647 252701 
or office@acorncommunitysupport.co.uk.   We are YOUR community organisation!!! 
Warmest and best wishes to all of you! 
The A(corn) Team. 
 
 

There is no Fire greater than greed and hatred ~ 
~ Karma means you don't get away with anything. 

xx 
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What is Health? 
 I could write about this topic for pages and pages, but let me share what the 
World Health Organisation thinks:  
“Health is a state of complete physical, mental and social well-being and not merely the 
absence of disease or infirmity… 
… The health of all peoples is fundamental to the attainment of peace and security and is 
dependent on the fullest co-operation of individuals and States.” 
 Wow! That’s saved you and me a lot of time and thinking. How can we truly 
expect peace, health and vitality in our families, towns or country without exhibiting 
those same virtues in our own bodies and systems.  
 Every tiny, seemingly insignificant action that we take towards health (not just 
absence of symptoms) is a move not only towards greater personal quality of life, but 
also to greater peace and health in every society in which we participate. My great hero 
Dr. Bruce Lipton put it eloquently like this: 
“If humans were to model the lifestyle displayed by a healthy community of cells, our societies 
and our planet would be more peaceful and vital. ” 
With love and appreciation! 
Joe Arnold (Doctor of Chiropractic, MChiro) 
Dartmoor Chiropractic, Strawberry Hill, Dunsford 
www.dartmoorchiropractic.co.uk | 07308148159 | dartmoorchiropractic@gmail.com 
 

Coronavirus (COVID-19): What has changed – 22 September 
The government has today announced further national measures to address rising cases 
of coronavirus in England. Published 22 September 2020 
From: Cabinet Office 

HANDS - Wash your hands regularly and for at least 20 seconds. 
FACE - Cover your face in enclosed spaces, especially where social distancing may be 
difficult and where you will come into contact with people you do not normally meet. 

SPACE - Stay 2 metres apart where possible, or 1 metre with extra precautions in 
place. 

Face Coverings 
Customers in private hire vehicles and taxis must wear face coverings (from 23 
September). 

Customers in hospitality venues must wear face coverings, except when seated at a 
table to eat or drink. Staff in hospitality and retail will now also be required to wear 
face coverings (from 24 September). 

People who are already exempt from the existing face covering obligations, such as 
because of an underlying health condition, will continue to be exempt from these new 
obligations. 

Guidance stating that face coverings and visors should be worn in close contact 
services will now become law (from 24 September). 

Staff working on public transport and taxi drivers will continue to be advised to wear 
face coverings. 
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Working from home 
To help contain the virus, office workers who can work effectively from home should 
do so over the winter. Where an employer, in consultation with their employee, judges 
an employee can carry out their normal duties from home they should do so. Public 
sector employees working in essential services, including education settings, should 
continue to go into work where necessary. Anyone else who cannot work from home 
should go to their place of work. The risk of transmission can be substantially reduced 
if COVID-19 secure guidelines are followed closely. Extra consideration should be 
given to those people at higher risk. 

Businesses 
Businesses selling food or drink (including cafes, bars, pubs and restaurants), social 
clubs, casinos, bowling alleys, amusement arcades (and other indoor leisure centres or 
facilities), funfairs, theme parks, adventure parks and activities, and bingo halls, must be 
closed between 10pm and 5am. This will include takeaways but delivery services can 
continue after 10pm (from 24 September). 

In licensed premises, food and drink must be ordered from, and served at, a table. 

Customers must eat and drink at a table in any premises selling food and drink to 
consume on site (from 24 September). 
Businesses will need to display the official NHS QR code posters so that customers can 
‘check-in’ at different premises using this option as an alternative to providing their 
contact details once the app is rolled out nationally (from 24 September). 

Businesses and organisations will face stricter rules to make their premises COVID 
Secure (from 28 September): 

A wider range of leisure and entertainment venues, services provided in community 
centres, and close contact services will be subject to the COVID-19 Secure 
requirements in law and fines of up to £10,000 for repeated breaches. 

Employers must not knowingly require or encourage someone who is being required 
to self-isolate to come to work. 

Businesses must remind people to wear face coverings where mandated. 

Meeting people safely 
Support groups must be limited to a maximum of 15 people (from 24 September). 
Indoor organised sport for over 18s will no longer be exempt from the rule of six. 
There is an exemption for indoor organised team sports for disabled people (from 24 
September). 

There will be a new exemption in those areas of local intervention where household 
mixing is not allowed to permit friends and family to provide informal childcare for 
children under 14 (from 24 September). 

Weddings and civil partnership ceremonies and receptions will be restricted to a 
maximum of 15 people (down from 30). Other significant standalone life events will be 
subject to the ‘rule of six’ limits, except funerals (from 28 September). 
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Government has announced an initial £60 million to support additional enforcement 
activity by local authorities and the police, in addition to funding that has already been 
awarded. 

The spread of the virus is also affecting our ability to reopen business conferences, 
exhibition halls and large sporting events, so we will not be able to do this from 1 
October. 
The government’s expectation is the measures described above will need to remain in 
place until March. 

These measures apply to England – but there may be different rules if you live in an 
area under local lockdown: and you should check local lockdown rules. If you are 
in Wales, Scotland or Northern Ireland, different rules may apply. 
The government has now released its contact tracing app.  
Please go online and search NHS COVID-19 
 
Comment  
I am doing very little upholstery at present and so have time on my hands. With 
Covid-19 causing personal and financial distress for many, if anyone knows of 
someone who might be in need of curtains as we go into winter, I have a small 
quantity of second-hand curtains/curtain fabric in my workshop that I’d be happy 
to shorten as required. There would be no charge and it will keep me busy. Ed 
 
Correction: The public toilets in Drewsteignton are open.  
My error in last month’s edition, with apologies. Ed 
 
The Drewsteignton      If you have trouble reading this publication please do let 
ParishPost                         me know and a large-format version will be sent to you 
ContactDetails: 
 

For Editorial  
Contributions 

Shelley Mansfield shelley.mansfield@me.com  
Tel: 07714 253484 

Village Hall Bookings 
Drewsteignton 

Alison Chapman callum.chapman@btinternet.com  
Tel: 01647 281197 

Parish Council Business 
Drewsteignton 

  Alice Turner clerk@drewsteigntonparish.co.uk 
Tel: 01837 83484 

Village Hall Bookings  
Whiddon Down 

  Alex Nott whiddondownvillagehall@hotmail.co.uk  
Tel: 01647 231331 

The Parish Post reserves the right to edit contributions and wishes to state that 
views expressed are not necessarily those of the Parish Post. Contributions for 
the next edition by end of 26th October. Thank-you, Ed



 


