
A very happy New Year to everyone and 
we hope you had a lovely Christmas. It was 
122 years ago the first meeting of Drew-
steignton Parish Council was held on Tues-
day 4thDecember 1894. We do not have 
the minutes readily to hand, so we are not 
sure what the burning issues of the day 
were. The minutes are kept in the Devon 
County record office. 
The Council received a report from Roger 
Burridge representing the  newly formed 
Sandy Park Community Association. They 
have recently submitted an application  to 
West Devon Borough Council to register 
the Sandy Park Public House as an “asset 
of community value” The Dartmoor Na-
tional Park, Parish Council and Mel Stride 
MP all support this application which we 
believe will be decided by the WDBC on 
7th February 2017. Hopefully there will be 
an update next month. 
Various matters which have been discussed 
during the year were updated. We are 
awaiting two more quotes for repair to the 
public WCs at Drewsteignton.  
We are waiting for Devon County Council 
to monitor the speed of vehicles through 
Whiddon Down before any action can be 
taken.  
The churchyard light has been restored 
but not yet completed. Two council owned 
benches have been repainted, three to go, 
this work is being undertaken by volun-
teers as and when time and weather al-
lows.  
There is no current problem with dog 
mess in the village garden at Drewsteign-
ton but there is elsewhere in the parish.  

The Clerk is following up on the details of 
the foundation award from Devon Associa-
tion of Local Councils. Work on repairing 
parish notice boards is awaiting a contrac-
tor as is the information board in the car 
park. The Clerk has confirmed all docu-
ments at the Land Registry have been lo-
cated concerning the ownership of the 
land owned by the council – car park & 
playing fields. Footpath signs and direction 
finger post signs are still awaiting attention. 
Devon County Highways have supplied us 
with their policy for removing unauthor-
ised signs under the Highways Act.  
As with all “countywide” policies it will 
take a little adjustment for it to meet the 
needs of the parish, when we have a better 
idea we will publish it for comments. We 
have only received one observation so far 
from anyone being affected by an unau-
thorised road sign policy. 
We have been invited by Dartmoor Na-
tional Park to comment on the planning 
application for a new school at Chagford, 
that will be decided on at our January 
meeting. Our response to the DNP local 
plan consultation has been forwarded to 
them. 
It is the time of year when the Parish Pre-
cept is looked at and that will also be de-
cided on at our January meeting.  
Approval of our application for funding for 
the parish lengthsman has been given by 
the Eastern Links Committee, so that will 
give us some money to set against costs. 
Our next meeting is at Whiddon Down 
on Monday 16th January 2017 at 
7.30pm 
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I hope everyone had a jolly time over the festive period, but now, after just 3 days back at 
school I really do feel like we never had a holiday… 
But it’s not all drizzle and dark mornings, for the start of a New Year means the continua-
tion of the football season after the Christmas break! Having not 
been doing so well so far this season (as in 2016) we went into 
our first match hopeful of a positive outcome. Our first 
match back was on a drizzly Sunday at Cowick Barton playing 
fields (our home ground), and our ever loyal band of supporters 
continued to cheer us on even in the extremely muddy condi-
tions. The good news was that our key striker Charlie was back 
after her red card and subse- quent three match ban. However 
the match didn’t start well with them scoring a goal straight off 
the mark before we’d even properly woken up. The hugely 
muddy game resulted in them scoring a further 6 goals, to bring 
the score to an embarrassingly high defeat of 7-0.  We believe our ‘slump’, so to say is down 
to a number of factors, the main one being our goalie can’t play as she is out due to an in-
jury, but hopefully once we are all back to peak fitness our luck will turn. 
Additionally, I’d like to tell everyone of the now definite dates of Chagford Youth Theatre’s 
Performance of ‘Extremism’. The play is suitable for anyone aged 14+ as it features strong 
language and adult themes. We would really appreciate as much support as possible, espe-
cially as one of our performances is in the Drewe Arms Long Room! 
9th February =   Gidleigh Village Hall 
10th February = Long Room, Drewe Arms, Drewsteignton 
11th February = Jubilee Hall, Chagford 
All performances start at 7:30pm and tickets are £4 for adults and £2 for under 18s. The 
approximate running time of our production is about 50 minutes. 
Tickets can be bought from Sally’s Newsagents in Chagford, and Drewsteignton Post Office 
for the Drewe Arms performance on the 10th Feb. Please come and support us. 
Tilly 

Drewsteignton Gardener's Club 
2017 Programme 
February 13th.  
New Varieties and Techniques in Vegetable Growing with Tom Sharples 
March 13th.  
AGM and talk by Miranda Allhusen "The NGS”  

Tilly’s Parish Post 

Drewsteignton Post Office and Stores  
 
Happy New Year 
We would like to thank everyone for the many gifts and cards this Christmas and wish all 
our customers a very Happy New Year.  
Marg and Ian. 
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Bird Notes 
The last four weeks have been very mild 
with only one or two hard frosts in the 
mornings early in December, and now we 
are in the first week of January and ushering 
in a New Year. There have been a few frosty 
mornings over the last week, which results in 
far more birds coming to my feeders in the 
garden.  As in previous years, I put out kib-
bled sunflower hearts which appeal to a 
wide variety of birds, plus Niger seed which 
attracts the goldfinches, and a suet block. 
Over the past couple of days, I have been de-
lighted to see long tailed tits and bullfinches 
in my garden, both on the same 
winter flowering shrub. There was 
a small flock of long tailed tits, 
about five individuals gleaning in-
sects from the leaves and the pair 
of bullfinches were nibbling away 
at the flower buds. I am always de-
lighted to see both species but 
bullfinches are not always wel-
come by gardeners, due to their 
fondness for nibbling flower buds. 
I am still hearing robins singing at 
first light and well after dusk, but 
not quite as noticeably as last month. 
One bird call I have been hearing recently is 
the loud and deep noted ‘kronking’ call of 
the raven, as they fly high over the village.  
Ravens are the largest member of the crow 
family; they are massive birds, and with a 
wingspan of about 135cm, they are bigger 
than a buzzard. They are jet black, have a 
huge bill and long broad wings. When they 
are soaring, the tail appears to be diamond 
shaped, and the wings often show ‘fingers’ on 
the ends. Ravens were once widespread 
across the UK, but due to persecution over 
the past two centuries, they were pushed 
back to the more remote parts of the coun-
try in the west and the north, inhabiting up-
lands and coastal cliffs. With increased legal 
protection for all birds, they are currently 
expanding their range and moving into low-

land counties in the south and east. Devon is 
a traditional stronghold of the raven, and 
Dartmoor has two ‘Raven Tors, and there is 
also Raven Rock near Holne, presumably all 
named due to being old nesting sites. 
Ravens are one of the most widely distrib-
uted birds on a global scale, equally at home 
in Arctic tundra or scorching desert. They 
have an extraordinary vocabulary, which in-
cludes pig-like grunts, quacking calls and mu-
sical bell-like notes. Like other members of 
the crow family, ravens are highly intelligent, 
and have been observed in what can only be 

termed ‘play’. They have been seen 
repeatedly sliding down snowy 
slopes on their backs with their 
feet in the air, apparently for no 
other reason than to have fun. In 
flight, they often indulge in aero-
batics, which includes their ver-
sion of a canoeist’s half-roll, in 
which they fold in their wings 
while tilting their bodies upside 
down, before returning to their 
usual flight pattern.  Ravens will 
often fly in pairs and undertake 

their own aerial version of synchronised 
swimming, with one bird mirroring exactly 
and immediately what the other bird is do-
ing, including the upside-down flips.  
The size and impressive appearance of ra-
vens has cemented them firmly in legend. 
The Norse god Odin kept a pair of ravens 
called Hugin (thought) and Munin (memory), 
which patrolled his realm, and reported daily 
on what they had seen. Celtic lore associates 
ravens with battlefields: these carrion-
feeders with their dark satanic bills would 
often be the first birds to arrive at the scene 
of carnage following a pitched battle. That’s 
worth remembering as you struggle up a 
mountain track or walk along a sea-cliff path: 
be aware that the ravens soaring overhead 
may have more than a passing interest in 
where you place your next footstep. Nick 
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100 Club 
Thank you for your support which is a great help to ensure our scheme can continue to 
offer as many people as possible the services they require. You may receive a written or 
telephone reminder when it is time for you to renew. 
Congratulations to the winners of our recent draws – Thank you for your support.  You 
can join the 100 Club at any time during the year, just send a cheque, payable to ODCTG 
for £12 to us at the address below.   
Drivers 
We are actively seeking more volunteer drivers, particularly in Okehampton itself and the 
Sampford Courtenay/Exbourne/North Tawton area, if you know of someone who might be 
available for a few hours a week then please ask them to get in touch!     
Coffee Morning 
A BIG THANK YOU to everyone who came along and supported, sent donations and 
goods, ran a stall or helped in any way at our coffee morning . We raised £485.40! Special 
thanks to the A team of Alan and Maurice who spent most of the morning in the kitchen 
washing cups and saucers  
Trust in Blue 
Are you looking for a handyman? There is a new group which has been set up by retired 
Police Officers who are all CRB checked. Check out their website at www.trustinblue.com 
for further information or ring 0800 255 0255 or email helpdesk@trustinblue.com 
Collection 
On Saturday 17th December we took our display and rattled our collection tins outside 
the Co-op in Okehampton, we raised £82.31 for our funds. Thanks to Michael Bennett and 
Mary Gambrill who joined Liz and I for a few hours. 
Phone Calls 
Occasionally the driver will provide you with their mobile telephone number, this is only 
for use while you are at the hospital so that the nurse or yourself can ring the driver when 
you are ready for collection.  It is not to be used at any other time to request transport.  
We have an out of hours mobile number which is 07484525577 which can be used in an 
emergency or when you need to speak to us before the office is next open. The office 
phone has an answerphone which is listened to on a regular basis. Please make sure you 
include your name, number and details of your appointment. Thank you. 
Trips 
Saturday 21st January Tavistock  £10 
Saturday 28th January Atlantic Village £12 
Saturday 4th February Exeter Quay  £10 
Saturday 11th February Trago Mills  £12 
Saturday 18th February Hatherleigh Pantomime – Treasure Island  2pm  £5 
    Tickests Adults £7.50, OAP £5 
Saturday 25th February Lifton Farm Shop £10 
Saturday 4th March          Green Lanes, Barnstaple £12 
Saturday 11th March Otter Nurseries  £12 
Saturday 18th March Docton Mill Gardens & Tea Rooms, Bideford £12, Entry: £4.25  
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Saturday 25th March Seaton   £12 
Saturday 1st April  Homeleigh, Launceston £10 
Saturday 8th April  Powderham Castle and Gardens £10   
Entry: OAP £10.50 castle and Gardens, £7.50 gardens only (National Trust and English  
Heritage Members 2 for 1 price) 
Please note that these trips will only take place if we have enough interest.  We do need 
bookings for the pantomime with payment for tickets ASAP.  There will be an extra charge 
for anyone not in Okehampton or along the route of the journey. 
Newsletters 
With the increasing costs of printing and postage, if you or your family have an email ad-
dress, please let us know so that we can send information to you electronically to cut 
down on our costs and also keep you informed of extra forthcoming events/trips.   
Thank you. 
Sue & Liz, ODCTG, Unit 3 Okehampton Business Park, Higher Stockley Mead, Oke-
hampton, Devon EX20 1FJ 01837 55000  sue.odctg@btinternet.com    
www.odctg.co.uk  
 
 

Marmalade & whisky bread & butter pudding 
Ingredients 
8 slices day-old crusty white bread, crusts 
removed 
50g very soft butter 
4 tbsp Seville orange marmalade, plus 4 tsp 
300ml full-fat milk 
248ml pot double cream 
3 large eggs 
seeds 1 vanilla pod 
4 tbsp golden caster sugar 
1 tbsp whisky 
Icing sugar, for dusting 
Method 
Butter each piece of bread on both sides, 
then spread 4 with the 1 tbsp marmalade 

each. Pop the remaining bread on top to 
make 4 marmalade sandwiches. Cut into tri-
angles and nestle in rows in a large baking 
dish. Heat oven to 160C/140C fan/gas 3. 
Beat the milk, cream, eggs, vanilla, sugar and 
whisky together, then pour over the bread. 
Leave to soak for 30 mins. 
Dot the remaining marmalade all over the 
top of the pud and dust with the icing sugar. 
Bake for 45 mins-1 hr or until puffy and 
starting to caramelise where the bread 
breaks out of the custard. Serve hot or 
warm. 

Recipe Corner 
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NORTH DARTMOOR SEARCH & RESCUE TEAM  
Ten newly qualified Swift Water Rescue Technicians and building works under-
way at Rescue Centre. 
North Dartmoor Search and Rescue Team has had a busy autumn. Sunday evening saw 
their 33rd call out of the year, to assist an injured walker on the moors; that’s an increase 
from last year’s 24 callouts.  
The callout followed 2 weekends in the water for 10 members, learning about the hazards 
of working in or near fast flowing or flood water, how to search for and rescue people us-
ing wading techniques, swimming on a rope tether and even an inflatable sled, how to set 
up rope systems and pulling people out of weirs. All 10 members achieved the standard of 
Swift Water Rescue Technician, this means that they have the skills to work alongside other 
emergency services at major flood events, as some members did at the York floods last 
Christmas, and the capability to rescue people eg kayakers from fast flowing rivers. 
 

 
Practising a rescue from a weir. 

The team is also really enjoying watching progress being made by others! Following our 
crowdfunding campaign last spring and grants and donations including from Okehampton 
United Charites, Awards for All and Devon County Council’s Locality budget, we’ve raised 
enough money for the building works to convert our industrial unit into a purpose built 
rescue centre with a training room, equipment drying and storage facilities, and vehicle ga-
raging. We’re hoping to be fully moved in and making good use of all the new facilities by 
Easter.   

 
Building work underway at the Rescue Centre 
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News from the Castle      
Hi everyone 
Happy new year! What a year 2016 has been, full of highs and lows. The low 
has to be the news that our main contractor went in to administration in 
September. The highs have been the Grayson Perry tapestry, getting the 
building work back on track, new scaffolding going up in the north end of 
the castle, some amazing community events and our highest year for visitor 
numbers since 2012.  All good stuff! 

It is now time to focus on the great things planned for 2017. The one we are most excited 
about is a fantastic art installation by Luke Jerram called Harrison’s garden. This artwork, 
which will be in the castle and will open in July, will be made up of over 2000 clocks and 
will be part of our new theme for 2017 ‘Changing Times’.  
We would like to invite you all to contribute towards this art installation. We are appealing 
for donations of unwanted clocks to be part of the artwork. They don’t have to be working 
(although it’s great if they are) and any and all types are welcome. If you have any unwanted 
clocks which you are happy to donate permanently (i.e. for ever!) to the installation, please 
bring them up to Castle Drogo and hand them over to our reception team. The best time 
to bring them up will be February half term (Saturday 11 – Sunday 19 February) when the 
café, shop and garden will be open. If you have any queries about this, please email Clocks-
forCastleDrogo@nationaltrust.org.uk.  
Best wishes everyone and I hope to see you soon. Tick tock! 
Paula, Community Engagement Officer, Castle Drogo 
01647 434130, paula.clarke@nationaltrust.org.uk           

Winter Driving.  
Prepare for the worst and hope for the best. 
While it's typically the season of delays, arming yourself with the right kit will make a big 
difference if you do get stuck. 
If a lorry jack-knifes ahead of you, chances are you’ll be stuck for a long time, even if you 
have winter tyres or snow chains. So, make up a winter emergency kit to keep in the boot, 
chances are you won't need it but you'll be glad it's there if you do. 
Winter emergency kit 
Keep in your car throughout the winter: 
A blanket, rug or sleeping bag. 
Shovel. 
Ice scraper and de-icer. 
Torch and batteries. 
Snacks – chocolate or cereal bars. 
Extra screenwash. 
Severe weather extras 
When bad weather’s forecast and you have to travel, pack these essentials, too: 
A warm winter coat, scarf, hat, gloves and warm clothes. 
Waterproofs. 
Sturdy footwear. 
A flask of hot drink. 



Contact Details: 

For Editorial  

Contributions 

John Shiell 

Pauline Rowe                 

drewsteigntonparishpost@hotmail.co.uk ℡  281282 

plrowe43@gmail.com  ℡ 281638 

 

For Parish Council  

Business 

Bella Snook clerk@drewsteigntonparish.co.uk  

℡ 231046—www.drewsteigntonparish.co.uk 

For Drewsteignton 

Village Hall bookings  

Alison Chapman  callum.chapman@btinternet.com or  

 ℡    01647 281197 

Contributions for the next edition by 
1st February - Thank You  

If you have trouble reading this publication 
please let me know and I will arrange for a 
large format version to be sent to you 
Pauline Rowe: plrowe43@gmail.com.281638 

Drewsteignton Parish Post 

The Post is designed to keep everyone in touch with life in the Parish. We’d love to hear about your  
forthcoming events, hair-raising experiences, fundraising efforts, funny stories, memories, recipes.  
Your thoughts, opinions, comments, views and concerns are important too. 
Please tell us. You don’t have to be a great writer, just email or phone John Shiell or Pauline Rowe, de-
tails below. 
If you don’t tell us we can’t print it  
John and Pauline 

The Parish Post  

The Parish Post reserves the right to edit contributions and wishes to state that views  
expressed are not necessarily those of the Parish Post. 

Free Events for Under 5’s 
Bounce & Rhyme Tuesdays  
10:00- 10:30 for over 1 year olds          
11:00- 11:30 for under 1 year olds 
Storytime & Duplo Builders for ages 0-5  Wednesdays 10:00–10:45  
The Chocolate Touch - take out a book from our chocolate themed book display in 
February and be entered into a Chocolate Prize Draw for Grown Ups! 
Wednesday 1st and 8th February - Basic IT skills with Elite Training  
Free training – enquire at Okehampton Library  
Thursday 2nd February 18:30-20:30 - Harry Potter Night 
Lots of free fun, games and crafts – come dressed up for the occasion. For ages 7 + 
Tuesday 14th February 14:30-15:30 - Harry Potter Craft Activity 
Free craft activity for children and their carers 
Okehampton Library 01837 52805 
www.devon.gov.uk/libraries 

February Events at Okehampton Library 


