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NEWS FROM THE PARISH COUNCIL

At the commencement of our last meeting
councillors stood for a minute in respect to
Marjorie (Nanny) Smith BEM who had recently passed away at the age of 98. She was
well known and respected by many in the
parish.
Devon County Councillor James McInnes
was welcomed to the meeting and gave
councillors his annual report. He had been
unable, due to a prior engagement, to attend
the Annual Parish meeting. Full details of his
report are available from the clerk or can be
viewed on the parish website. Cllr Ian Rowe
thanked him on behalf of Whiddon Down
village hall committee for his donation from
the Locality fund to their window replacement fund.
Cllr John Redman reported Paul Lethbridge
who currently cuts the grass verges at
Whiddon Down, had submitted a quotation
for the maintenance of the village car park at
Drewsteignton. Councillors agreed he
should be asked to carry out this work as it
was more comprehensive and cheaper.
Cllr Graham Hester reported all but one of
the sets of village gateways were now in
place. It is hoped they may play some part in
slowing traffic. The money for them was part
of the grant to Sticklepath and ourselves for
providing the vehicle activated speed sign.
Graham also reminded those present that
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potholes should be reported to Devon
County Council via their “report a
problem” website. If you see a pothole,
please don’t wait for someone else to report
it because they may be thinking the same!!
A reminder is to be sent to Devon County
Highways regarding the clearing of the road
edges between Sandy Park and Castle Drogo.
Cllr Paul Ridgers thanked Cllrs Debi Brooks,
Graham Hester and Bill Savage for their
work on the Parish Council as they were
not seeking re election in May.
The update on the elections are, there will
be an election for the West Devon Borough
Council seat as it is being contested. As far
as the Parish Council is concerned there will
not be an election as there are less than nine
standing. In view of this the Parish council
from May will consist of Peter Brennan &
Ysanne James for Crockernwell, John Redman for Drewsteignton, Paul Ridgers for
Sandy Park & Venton, Ian Rowe & Anna Imrie
for Whiddon Down. The chairman will be
elected by them at the meeting in May. It is
hoped that the remaining three places on
the council can be filled in the future by
cooption.
The next and first meeting of the new Parish
Council will be held at Whiddon Down on
Monday 20th May 2019 at 7.30pm

Drewsteignton Garden Club
Marjorie Smith was a most valued and supportive member of our village Gardener’s club for
over 40 years. She was an active committee member, and for many years committee meetings
were held at her house in Fox Close. She will be remembered for her preserves and cakes she
entered at the Village Show when she lived at Cross Farm. Most of all she undertook to organise the raffle at the Plant Sale and Village Show for years and years and her last contribution
was in August 2018. She will be much missed by all the members. Bunny Johnstone
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REMEMBERING MARJORIE SMITH - ‘NANNY’
Marjorie arrived in Drewsteignton about sixty years ago as Nanny
to the six children of the Young family when they moved in to the
Old Rectory, but when all her charges grew up, she remained to
become “Nanny” to the entire village!
I have clear memories of being invited to tea in the nursery as a
small child and being somewhat in awe of Nanny, and very well
aware that I had to be on my best behaviour. I also remember a
sharp rap on the knuckles when I reached for cake before having
finished the bread and butter! She could indeed be a firm disciplinarian.
Marjorie became very active in village life and was always a great supporter of the church, the
Mothers’ Union and the British Legion and was, for many years an active member of the
Gardeners’ Club. In meetings she was always ready to give a well-considered, but frank opinion.
She would be present at every village fete, fair or bazaar, usually presiding over the raffle and
wearing a very smart hat and it would be very difficult to avoid her gaze and rattling tin and to
walk past the raffle table without buying an appropriate number of tickets – over the years she
must have raised many thousands of pounds for a wide variety of charities, local and national.
It was at least partly these charitable activities which prompted a number of local people, notably Jane Cox, the Halls and Angela Thomas to put together a file in support of a nomination
for Marjorie to receive a BEM – it took time, but eventually their efforts were rewarded and
Marjorie was awarded her British Empire Medal.
She was surprised and delighted and kept saying “I can’t think whose idea it was….” Those
responsible did eventually own up.
Although age took its toll and Marjorie’s health and mobility deteriorated until she was virtually housebound, she continued to take an active interest in her friends and neighbours and
everything that went on in the village and she was always glad of the opportunity for a chat
when anyone phoned or visited.
Marjorie was a woman of traditional values who had a strong personality and equally strong
opinions but who also had a, sometimes, slightly wicked sense of humour and a kind and generous heart.
She has been, for many years, one of the “Characters” of our community. She will be much
missed, but her memory will certainly linger on and, I am sure, in years to come as events happen and things change, people will say – “What would Nanny have said…” or “I’m not sure
that Nanny would approve”.
She has certainly left her mark on this village and we are the poorer for her passing but she
has left us a lot of memories and there is much to celebrate in her long life Rev. Dr. Harriet Every
+
+
+
+
A lifelong supporter of the armed services, she was one of the founder members of the RBL
Women's Drewsteignton Branch and for most of the years was it's secretary. Over the years
the number of members dwindled as age and disinterest among the younger generation took
their toll but Nanny was determined that this little branch should not diminish its' fund raising
efforts on behalf of the Legion. In the last couple of decades the Drewsteignton branch, by
now down to only 8 or 9 members, regularly won cups and awards for funds raised per capita
and on several occasions was in the top three in the country. Undoubtedly, without Nanny's
dogged enthusiasm and powers of persuasion and coercion the branch would have ceased to
exist years ago. She herself was awarded several well deserved certificates for long service a
fact which contributed to her award of the BEM - Angela Thomas
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Okehampton Times - 2014 New Year’s Honours
Marjorie Smith from Drewsteignton has been awarded a British Empire Medal for her services
to the community.
Marjorie is a member of Drewsteignton Parish Council, and has been involved with community
fundraising projects, including raising funds for the renovation of Holy Trinity Church's 16th
century royal coat of arms, which hangs over the church's south door. The panel is one of only
a handful of its type in Devon still surviving today, and Marjorie, along with fellow parishioner
Jane Cox, led a group of fundraisers to fund the restoration project.
Tom French | Deputy Editor | Tavistock Newspapers
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Friends of Drewsteignton Church (FODC)

Bringing the Choir home…
Already it’s Easter and almost a month since the Exeter Cathedral Choir received such a
warm welcome from the Drewsteignton community in Holy Trinity on the 23 March. FODC as
the ‘Friends’ are affectionately known hosted the most terrific concert, enjoyed by those as
young as five and as old as ninety five! The performance included a variety of pieces, not all
choral. There was some fabulous Bach on the electric piano and a stunning rendition of Gabriel’s Oboe from the moving film The Mission, all performed by children under thirteen!
Holy Trinity was full to bursting and a genuinely convivial atmosphere was enjoyed by all. Both
FODC and PCC fundraising teams provided a superb array of small eats to compliment beautiful wines supplied by The Drewe Arms. Some of the younger members of the audience
commented on how inspired they were to experience music like that performed in such a
relaxed and intimate environment by other young people, whilst former singers complimented
the Boys Choir on their commitment, and the three Boys that live in Drewsteignton were so
pleased to be able to bring the choir home!
FODC has received a letter of thanks to everyone involved and for funds raised of £511 towards the Cathedral USA Choir Tour Fund 2020, which will be displayed in the Church, and
which encourages the work of FODC in making the Church a place for the whole community
to enjoy, and not exclusively the religious community.
Looking ahead we hope you will enjoy our hosting the Devon County Junior Choir and
Schola Exe on the 18 May just as much, doors open at 7pm. This promises to be another fabulous and very different example of children’s voices singing a variety of pieces from
some well known Devon folk classics, some technically difficult choral pieces and if we’re lucky
there may even be some audience participation! There will be a bar and retiring collection in
aid of FODC and Farms for City Children, but it will be free entry on the door! Look forward
to seeing you there…

Local events
The Drewe Arms
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Don't Miss Out!!! Drewsteignton Garden Club
SPRING PLANT SALE
Saturday May 4th 10am until sold out!
@ The Village Hall
Come early!!
All sorts of plants for sale: at BARGAIN PRICES!!
Refreshments / Raffle

Drewsteignton ‘Summertime’
Craft Fayre
Saturday 1st June 2pm - 8pm
Sunday 2nd June 11am– 5pm
Holy Trinity Church
Drewsteignton
Talented Local Crafters supporting
Teignton Fayre
Home made cream teas on Sunday
from 2.30pm
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The Mythic Garden Annual Sculpture Exhibition - Stone Lane Gardens, Chagford
opens 18 May.
Since 1992 Stone Lane Gardens has been the perfect setting for the annual Mythic Garden
Sculpture Exhibition. In that time over a hundred artists, local and national, have exhibited their
work next to beautiful birches and alders, beside the streams, alongside and in the ponds.
This year is no exception. 20 artists from Devon, Hampshire, Surrey, Lincolnshire and Yorkshire
will be showing work as diverse as clouds suspended from the trees to cast-marble barn owls
in media ranging from man-made to wood and stone. As you wander through the arboretum
you’ll discover ideas and thoughts made real through the skills of our wonderful sculptors.
During this year we will be starting work on the restoration of the Barn Gallery and the Long
Barn. Part of the latter will eventually house a tea room and small sales area. Keep in touch
with us on Facebook as well as on our updated web site, www.stonelanegardens.com
*

*

*

*
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Isca Voices - Tea-Time Concert in Dunsford Church Sunday 12th May at 3 pm
Entry £5 to include Tea and Cakes
Isca Voices are a female vocal ensemble, all members previously having been choristers in the
Exeter Cathedral Choir. They are directed by Stephen Tanner and perform choral music in
close harmony.
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May Events at Okehampton Library Thursday 9 May 15:45-16:30 – ‘Fing’ fun
What is a FING? Come along to find out about David Walliams’ latest character and design
your own monster with our fun activity. One lucky attendee will win a copy of the book!
Free event, donations welcome - suitable for children over 5 and their carers
Friday 24 May 09:45-10:30 – Elmer Day, fun and games
Celebrating this colourful patchwork elephant. Come along to join in the fun
Free event, donations welcome - suitable for under 5’s and their carers
Tuesday 28 May 15:00-16:00 - Change4Life Sugar Swap
Make some delicious Chocolate Fudge Bites with us and take part in the Great Fruit and Vegetable Library Challenge! Each child attending will receive an activity book and recipe card to
take home. (Fudge Bites are gluten, dairy and nut free).
£1 per child, booking essential – suitable for children over 5 and their carers
Children under 8 must be accompanied to all events by a responsible adult
Please see our library website or Facebook page for any additional events and library services www.devonlibraries.org.uk

-

Whiddon Down

-

Thank you once again for the support at our Easter bingo. Another successful event, it raised
over £300.00 for our window fund. Along with an unexpected and exceptionally generous
donation from Drewsteignton Parish Council, we are able to have a welcome pause in fundraising for a while and concentrate on other important matters.
Unfortunately, at our AGM on 13th June 2019, not only will we be looking for a new treasurer,
but also a new booking secretary as well as new Committee members!
I have been overwhelmed by the generosity of local community groups, businesses and individuals, who have shown amazing support for our fundraising endeavours over the last few
months. It would be a shame if we could not complete our refurbishment due to a lack of
Committee members.
The Village Hall is a valuable community asset and by making it easier to maintain and more
cost effective to run, it will continue to be so for many years to come.
If anyone could spare a few hours, several times a year, to help us continue this worth while
cause by joining the Hall committee call me, Jenny Turner 01647231179. I guarantee you will be
given a warm welcome.
NEDCare Helping to Plan Na8onal Care Strategy
NEDCare–the not-for-profit agency providing care and support for people at home in North
East Dartmoor–is taking part in a national initiative to improve the quality of care.
The agency was invited by the Social Care Institute for Excellence to join a national panel of
care organisations and Local Authorities known for developing innovative, community-based
approaches to care. Findings from the panel’s work will contribute to the long-planned Government Green Paper on Social Care. “The panel is particularly interested in how we were
established by the local community and continue as a community-owned agency, which is apparently quite unusual!” said NEDCare's Director, Julia Darby.
NEDCare’s success in providing care to a largely rural community is reflected in the agency’s
rapid growth. The company currently provides around 700 hours of care each month but plans
to treble in size over the next two years, in order to meet local demand. “To achieve this we
need to attract more local residents in to caring locally.” Care can provide a varied and multidisciplinary career path or-more simply-a hugely rewarding part-time role, close to home and
supporting your local community.You can get in touch on 01647 279211 or email info@nedcare.org or visit their website: www.nedcare.org
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What’s on in May

www.acorncommunitysupport.co.uk
Cheriton Bishop Lunch Club – Lunches are held on the first Thursday of each month, this
month it will be May 2nd at the Red Lion. If you would like to come along and meet new
people please phone Jean Martin 01647 24586 or Acorn Office: 01647 252701 for details.
Minibus trips to Sainsbury’s from Cheriton – Dates are May 1st, 15th & 29th. Help is provided
in store. We will also help carry your shopping too! The fare is just £5 return.
NEW! Acorn monthly Cheriton Bishop Outing - Date & venue to be confirmed! £5.00 per
person for a return trip. Call the office for more information.
Teign Valley Memory Café - This month it will be May 9th & 30th. Meetings are held 10.30 –
12.30 at Strawberry Hill, Dunsford on the B3212 – look out for the sign.
Coffee Morning at Teign Valley Community Hall – The Bowden Room, Teign Valley Community
Hall 10.30 - 12. Please drop in for a tea or coffee, a slice of homemade cake & meet up with
friends, everyone welcome. This month it will be Tuesday May 14th & 28th.
What else do we do? – We have a fantastic group of volunteers who help to provide transport
to medical and wellbeing appointments, we can deliver prescriptions, we can also loan equipment to assist you in the home.
Acorn Community Support AGM 11th July 2019 Cheriton Bishop Village Hall 6.30-7.30 pm.
Bird Notes
With the arrival of spring and now officially summertime, it has been an interesting month
with the weather, and the subsequent arrival of some of our summer visitors. There was a very
pleasant end to March, and I spotted two house martins over Drewsteignton square at 4 pm
on Sunday the 31s of March. House martins often arrive before our swallows, so I was delighted to hear that the first swallows to be seen locally were on the 5th of April near Eastern
Court by John Monk, and at Woodcombe by Glyn and Jane Evans. I saw my first swallow of the
year over Townsfield in Drewsteignton, which was hunting for flies over the field on the 7th of
April. The weather changed a bit and we then had a spell of cold weather with ground frosts,
and I saw no swallows or martins locally until the Easter weekend when we had some amazing
weather with record temperatures recorded across the country and a high of 25 degrees. It
was just after the Easter weekend, when our cars were covered in a fine layer of dust blown
up from the Sahara. It wasn’t until about the 18th of April that house martins or swallows were
regularly seen in the village, and I am convinced there are fewer of both species present than
in previous years. The house martins that have always frequented the nests under the eaves of
a few houses in the square seem to be fewer than usual and I have not seen anything like the
number of swallows that we normally have in the village. Over the past five years, I have had a
pair of swallows that nest in my small wood shed but I haven’t seen them in there yet or heard
their familiar twitter so far this year, and I am hoping they are just late arriving and we will
have them back in there soon.
The call of the cuckoo is a great indicator of spring and the first one recorded in Devon this
year was on the 16th of April, according to the Devon Birds website. My wife Kate heard one
on a walk on the moor between Hound Tor and Haytor on the 19th of April, and then I heard
one calling while at work in Cornwall on the 20th. Do keep listening for them and if you hear
one calling, please register it on the Devon Birds website, as records are important as cuckoos
are in serious decline in the UK.
Regular readers will know I invariably mention the Exeter peregrines at Saint Michael and All
Angels church at Mount Dinham, which is my main study site of these iconic birds, and we finally have eggs being incubated by the resident falcons. The first egg was laid on the 31st of
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March, which was 6 days later than in 2018. They laid three eggs with the second on the 3rd
April and the third on the 5th. I was hoping they would lay a fourth egg but this didn’t happen
and so incubation started with the final egg and I expect hatching to occur in early May. Many
peregrine sites with webcams across the south of England were recording very early laying so
it was interesting to note that the Exeter falcons were late laying this year, and so we will be
monitoring how the rest of the breeding season pans out. Last week I was notified that one of
the juvenile peregrines that fledged in 2014 from Exeter was found dead in a field of wheat just
east of Worcester. This now adult male bird had leg rings put on it in the nest at 20 days old
which is how it was identified as from Exeter. I contacted the finder to get more details, and he
had the bird and sent it to me. It was very underweight but I had it x-rayed to check it whether it had been shot, and thankfully, there was no indication that it had been.
By the time this Parish Post comes out, it is likely that the first swifts will be back in the village,
and my life will get even busier with monitoring which of the 14 nest boxes on our thatched
row are occupied, but I so enjoy the arrival and presence of these amazing birds, and their
frenzied calls as they whip across the rooftops of the village in their harmonious flocks.
Nick
VILLAGE EVENTS CALENDAR
2 May

Local Elections

Village Hall

4 May

Plant Sale

Gardeners Club

4 May

Proper Job Music Day

Chagford

4 May

Castle Drogo

4 May

Pi Bluebell & Castle Drogo Teign Gorge
Walk
Quiz

5 May

Holy Communion

HTC

9 May

FLS talk: Flora Survey

Fingle Bridge Inn

12 May

Family Service

HTC

12 May

Isca Voices

Dunsford Church

18 May

Mythic Garden Sculpture Exhbtn.

Stone Lane Gardens

18 May

DCJC & Schola Exe Concert

HTC/FODC

19 May

Holy Communion

HTC

20 May

Parish Council Meeting

Whiddon Down Village Hall

23 May

European Elections

Drewsteignton Village Hall

24 -27 May

Drewe Arms Beer Festival

Drewe Arms

26 May

Morning Worship

HTC

27 May

Plant Sale

Gardeners Club

1 June

Teignton Fayre

Village Square

1-2 June

Craft Fayre

HTC

2 June

Holy Communion

HTC

Drewe Arms
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Dear Local Plan consultee,
Thanks to all of you who got involved in the first draft (Regulation 18) Local Plan consultation,
which ended in early February. I'm pleased to attach our latest newsletter with an update on
the Local Plan Review process, including a summary of responses to the first draft consultation, and a look ahead at publication of the revised draft Local Plan (Regulation 19) in the autumn. You can also view the newsletter online on our Local Plan Review page:
dartmoor.gov.uk/localplanreview
If you have any questions about the Local Plan Review process, please do get in touch.
With best wishes, Dan, Alex and Sassie
Forward Planning - Dartmoor National Park Authority
Parke, Bovey Tracey, Newton Abbot, Devon, TQ13 9JQ
Tel. 01626 832093
forwardplanning@dartmoor.gov.uk
www.dartmoor.gov.uk
Twitter/Facebook @DartmoorPlan

The Parish Post
SOMETHING YOU WANT TO SHOUT ABOUT? GO ON, TELL US ABOUT IT …..
The Post is designed to keep everyone in touch with life in the Parish. We’d love to hear about
your forthcoming events and calendar entries, hair-raising experiences, fundraising efforts, funny stories, memories, recipes.
Your thoughts, opinions, comments, views and concerns are important too. Please tell us.You
don’t have to be a great writer. Just email Shelley

Drewsteignton Parish Post
Contact Details:

If you have trouble reading this publication please let me
know and a large-format version will be sent to you

shelley.mansfield@me.com
For Editorial
Contributions
Village Hall Bookings
Drewsteignton
Whiddon Down

Shelley Mansfield

drewsteigntonparishpost@hotmail.co.uk
shelley.mansfield@me.com
callum.chapman@btinternet.com or
Alison Chapman
Tel: 01647 281197
Clare Rowe
whiddondownvillagehall@hotmail.co.uk
Tel: 01647 231643
For Parish Council
Lucy Bruckner
clerk@drewsteigntonparish.co.uk
Business
Tel: 07538 130973
The Parish Post reserves the right to edit contributions and wishes to state that views
expressed are not necessarily those of the Parish Post.

Contributions for the next edition by
29th May - Thank You

