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May I be the first to wish you all Season’s Greetings and I hope that whatever you do 
over the holidays that you keep safe and well. I also hope you are able to see those you 
hold near and dear even if it is just virtually or socially distanced.   
As with everything these days our parish meeting was held virtually. We discussed the 
Driver & Vehicle Standards agency proposed changes to the Highway Code in regards 
pavements but as a parish we have relatively few but felt that it was a positive step and 
we will support the changes. 
We also discussed the consultation on the Police budget and felt that the way the 
survey was set up, there was no way to respond as a council so we agreed to do this 
individually by the deadline of 03/01/2021. Everyone can access the survey via: 
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/DCPoliceFunding  
Last month one of the parishioners attended our virtual meeting to discuss 
Biodiversity. We have agreed to support the new working group that has been set up 
to take this forward. This month we were presented with a comprehensive plan and 
time line which we will support. Cllr James will join the working group and we hope to 
get more volunteers from the parish. If you are interested in this project please drop a 
line to the Clerk who will pass on your details to the working group. At this point in 
the year, it will mainly be planning, but come the spring the work will begin. 
The parish council have been discussing protecting the local amenities via community 
assets to help their survival in these difficult times but unfortunately WDBC has 
extended its decision-making until 11th January to allow for Christmas and New Year 
holidays. We will continue to pursue this at future meetings. 
As a council we were sent the DNPA Settlement profiles update, and it made for 
interesting reading, everyone can access this on the DNPA website: 
https://www.dartmoor.gov.uk/lining-and-working/planning/planning-policy/background-
evidence/settlement-profiles the parish council could not identify any inaccuracies.  
Crockernwell bus stop has been repaired and is looking smart again. Thank-you to the 
Councillor who undertook the work. As Chair I would also like to say a general thank 
you to my fellow Councillors for all the work they do, keeping the parish in a good state 
of repair and liaising with local and national groups to ensure roads are repaired in order 
of priority, services are kept running and duties are performed. Not one of them ask for 
thanks or begrudge the time they spend helping their fellow parishioners. I am extremely 
thankful that we have such good people in our parish. Ysanne James 
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         Drewsteignton Village Store             
 
As we approach an unpredictable Christmas Cheryl, Stuart, Judy & Flora would like to 

take this opportunity to thank all for your support during this unprecedented year.  
We have tried out best to source all of the items that you have requested but 

apologise if sometimes that has not been possible. We all feel fortunate that unlike 
many business’s we are still here to serve our local community and visitors alike. We 
would remind you though that we will only be here to serve the community if YOU 

support the shop. 
You will shortly receive our Christmas order form, please return this in good time so 
we can be sure to fill your orders. During the holiday period there will be a fridge at 
the bottom of the passageway at the side of our house containing Milk, Cream Butter 

& Eggs for you to help yourself if you run out of something. Please just note in the 
book what you have taken 

 
Our opening hours over Christmas are as follows 

Thursday 24th December 8.30am – 1.00pm 
Friday 25th December CLOSED (No Newspapers) 

Saturday 26th December CLOSED (Newspapers in Box) 
Sunday 27th December CLOSED (Newspapers in Box) 
Monday 28th December CLOSED (Newspapers in Box) 
Tuesday 29th Dec & Wed 30th December Normal Hours 

Thursday 31st December 8.30am – 1.00pm 
Friday 1st January CLOSED (Newspapers in Box) 

Saturday 2nd January Normal Hours 
 
We wish you all a peaceful and safe Christmas & pray that we may very soon return to 
normal life. 
Cheryl & Stuart 
 

Drewsteignton Christmas Craft Fayre 
 

             
 

By now you will probably have realised that we are not able to go ahead with the 
planned Christmas Craft Fayre. This is such a blow for all our wonderful talented 
LOCAL crafters and also for our church. If you have been before and would like to 
purchase from any of the craft people, please do contact me and I can put you in  
touch with them. Thank you, 
Jane Hocking 01647 281605 or j.hocking05@btinternet.com. 
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Holy Trinity Church 

 
Holy Trinity News 

Luckily through this 2nd lockdown our church has been able to stay open for private 
prayer and it is hoped that services – of some kind - will be able to resume after 

restrictions are eased. Please do take note of the updated information which will be on 
the church notice board by the Lychgate. 

The church has always looked wonderful at this time of year with all the floral festive 
decorating and with this in mind we are putting a callout for some help. There are now 

only a very few of us who are able to undertake this very rewarding and pleasurable 
task and it would be great if we could organise some sort of working party to help us. 

So if you are able to come to a very informal – social distancing – get 
together on Friday 4th December at 11.30am in the church and give us any 

ideas, offers of help and/or flowers and foliage then it would be wonderful to 
see you. Coffee and biscuits will be served so please do bring a cup. If you are 

unable to make this date but would still like to be involved, please contact Sue 
Honeybone on 01647 24398 Thank you 

Wishing you a very happy and peaceful Christmas and with all good wishes for 
2021. 

From all at Holy Trinity. 

STONE LANE GARDENS – OPEN ALL SEASONS 
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                     “In Quires and places where they                 
(are allowed) to Sing” 

If we are allowed to return to the Church after the lockdown, I would love to get 
some people together to sing at the Service at 10.00pm on Christmas Eve. 

We have plenty of space in the Chancel of the Church to ensure good social distancing 
and it would be wonderful to have some live music for this service. 

We would meet for 2 rehearsals before the day, I am suggesting  
7.30pm on Monday 14th Dec and Mon 21st Dec.  

Seasonal refreshments will be served after the rehearsals and I promise to put the 
heating on in the Church 

If you have any questions, please come and talk to me. You don’t need to be a 
professional singer or even able to read music, we just need people who love to sing 
and want to make the Christmas Eve service as normal as we can.  All music will be 

supplied for you so all you need to bring is your voice. 
Let’s make a joyful noise unto the lord this Christmas in Drewsteignton 

Stuart 
Director of Music, Holy Trinity Church 

 
 

"I stopped believing in Santa Claus when my mother took me to see him in a 
department store, and he asked for my autograph."  

-- Shirley Temple 
"A lovely thing about Christmas is that it's compulsory, like a thunderstorm, and we all go 

through it together." 
-- Garrison Keillor 

 
WHIDDON DOWN VILLAGE HALL 

Happy December to Everyone. If all goes to plan, we should nearly be out of lockdown 
no. 2 when you read this. With the hall closed for business again, income is minimal. It 

is unfortunate too, that we are unable to hold our annual Festive events. The 
Christmas bingo and in recent years, the Christmas Fair with the Methodist Chapel, 
provided a welcome boost to the Village Hall's coffers and brought the Community 

together in celebration of the season. On the bright side, 2021 promises new 
challenges and goals to all sectors of our population. It will be a time to look forward 

positively and put 2020 into perspective, but definitely behind us. 
May I take this opportunity to thank everyone for their support this year and fingers 

crossed, life may regain some form of normality by the Spring. Who knows, Pig racing 
may at last return to Whiddon Down!!!!! 

Merry Christmas to everyone. Stay safe and well but essentially enjoy yourselves. See 
you in the New Year. 

Jenny Turner – 01647231179 
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 Acorn Community Support 
 
  “Then the Grinch thought of something he hadn't before! What if 
  Christmas, he thought, doesn't come from a store. What if  
  Christmas...perhaps...means a little bit more!” 
  ― Dr. Seuss, How the Grinch Stole Christmas! 

 
Welcome to another month and unbelievably, that month is December!  Coming to 
the end of a year where patience, fortitude, humour and above all KINDNESS have 
been needed more than ever.  Do you know what?  No one has failed in stepping up to 
the mark and giving what they can.  Our volunteers are the heroes of the year and our 
clients are precious.   
This year has been different, interesting and educational in more ways than one.  We 
have managed, and will continue to manage, because we all have a strong community 
network around us and we, at Acorn, are here to make sure everyone feels supported 
in any way they need.   
The Grinch (Covid) is not going to steal our festive fun albeit this year might be a bit 
different.  If you have family around you then enjoy and perhaps spare a phone call (or 
two) for those who are alone if you can. 
 

LOCKDOWN – Collins Dictionary’s “word of the year” 
Collins defines "lockdown" as "the imposition of stringent restrictions on travel, social 

interaction, and access to public spaces". 
Despite the second “Lockdown” we managed a pre-lockdown lunch at the Red Lion at 
Tedburn St. Mary.  Many thanks to The Red Lion for accommodating our group.  The 
Cheriton Bishop/Tedburn Christmas lunch in December will, all being well, be held on 
the SECOND Thursday of the month of December but this has yet to be confirmed.  
For more information nearer the time contact Jean Martin 01647 24586. 
 
Our Christmas Raffle is growing with the generosity of donations and gifts.  Tickets 
are available from various outlets across the practice area.   We have two Luxury 
Christmas food hampers and a festive drinks hamper donated by the Acorn Trustees, a 
couple of Children’s Hampers, cash prizes and many more.  If you would like tickets 
and are unable to buy through the outlets, please do contact Mandy in the office.   
 
We do have one date to share now.  Our rescheduled AGM will be on 
Tuesday 14th December 2020 at 6.30pm.  Please email Mandy at the Office 
if you would like to attend and we will send you joining instructions as it will 
most likely be via Zoom. 
 
Acorn continues to be able to offer support to anyone in our community who needs 
support.  Please do not hesitate to contact us on 01647 252701 
or office@acorncommunitysupport.co.uk.  We are YOUR community organisation!!! 
 
Warmest and best wishes for the Season to you all, 
The A(corn) Team. 
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Tuesday 10 November 2020 
With news today of record redundancies in the UK during the three months to 
September, we want to let you know about what support is available if you’re 
worrying about money. 
It’s reported that companies have made more workers redundant in anticipation of 
the end of the furlough scheme, initially due to end in October, but now extended 
until the end of March 2021. 
Over the summer at least 30 per cent of Devon's workforce were furloughed and 
the number of people in the county claiming Universal Credit has gone up by 155 
per cent since March. 
If your income has changed and you’re struggling to pay for basic 
household essentials, we’ve made money available via local District 
Councils to provide small emergency grants to people in financial 
hardship as a result of COVID-19. 
The funds can be used for different things such as access to emergency short term 
support through shopping vouchers, utility top ups, paying for essential travel 
needs or essential advice and support services. 
We've also published information on our website about financial help in your local 
area, including links to national support and information on what to do if you were 
employed but have now lost your job. 
 
The latest national advice on coronavirus (COVID-19) is available on the 
Government website and NHS website. 
You can find local guidance and information about the impacts on our services on 
theDevon County Council website. 
Please forward this email to anyone you think would find it useful and encourage 
them to sign up. 
Please note that all of our sites and offices are closed to the public, 
except for necessary prearranged visits, but you can still contact us if 
you need to. 
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Avian influenza (bird flu) 
You may be aware that there has been a number of Avian Influenza cases in the UK, 
one of which is in Devon.This has resulted in a National Protection Zone being put in 
place for all poultry keepers, including those who keep only a few birds in their back 
yard.  
The following information has been released by DEFRA 
Thank you. 

Poultry and other captive birds 
An Avian Influenza Prevention Zone (PDF, 39.1KB, 6 pages) (AIPZ) has been declared 
across the whole of England effective from 5pm on 11 November 2020. All poultry 
keepers in England (whether they have commercial flocks or just a few birds in a 
backyard flock) are required by law to take a range of biosecurity precautions. 
If you keep poultry (including gamebirds or pet birds) or other captive birds, you must 
act now to reduce the risk of disease in your flock by following the relevant biosecurity 
measures required within the AIPZ.  Your stock needs to be feed and watered under 
cover to prevent contamination from wild birds. 
Good biosecurity improves overall health and productivity flocks by helping keep out 
poultry diseases such as avian influenza and limiting spread of disease in an outbreak. 
All bird gatherings within the AIPZ are prohibited therefore the general licence that 
had permitted bird gatherings has been revoked. 
For more guidance, please visit https://www.gov.uk/guidance/avian-influenza-bird-flu 
If you find dead wild waterfowl (swans, geese or ducks) or other dead wild birds, such 
as gulls or birds of prey, you should report them to the Defra helpline (03459 335577) 
Public Health England advises that the risk to the public’s health is very low. Food 
Standards Agency (FSA) has said that on the basis of the current scientific evidence, 
avian influenzas pose a very low food safety risk for UK consumers. 
Avian influenza is unconnected with coronavirus (COVID-19). 
Voluntary registration - You can choose to register fewer than 50 birds, or birds you 
keep as pets. The Animal and Plant Health Agency (APHA) encourages you to register 
even if you do not have to by law. 
By registering, 
APHA will be able to contact you if there’s a disease outbreak (such as bird flu) in your 
area you’ll help prevent the spread of disease and protect the national poultry flock 
Thank you. 
Nicola L J Pearce 
Trading Standards Officer  e-mail nicola.pearce@devon.gov.uk 
Mob: 07971950919 
Tel: 01392 383000       tradingstandards@devon.gov.uk 
 
Devon, Somerset and Torbay Trading Standards Service 
A Joint Service Commissioned by Devon, Somerset and Torbay Councils 
01392 383000 
01392 382159 (Fax)
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A year’s-end thank you 
How and with whoever you are fortunate enough to celebrate Christmas this year, 
be grateful (for small turkeys) and remember that next year will see a welcome 
return to more normal times. My thanks to all of you who have been magnificent 
this year – in ways large and small; those who put themselves out for others, those 
who have held their heads high when times were tough and those who simply 
helped to keep all of us going. A smile, a chat, a helping hand were priceless. To 
you all, I raise my festive glass Ed 
Comment 
Despite lockdown, social-distancing and mask-wearing, Holy Trinity Church here  
in Drewsteignton hosted two beautiful services in November:  
All Soul’s Day: Light, Love & Loss on the evening of Monday 2nd saw the 
church absolutely sparkle with candlelight as a sizeable congregation remembered 
loved ones. Poetry and music allowed time for reflection and fond memories. 
Service of Remembrance on the morning of Sunday 8th. A good crowd, 
wearing Sunday best and poppies, gathered outside the West door for Chip’s 
reading of the Roll of Honour, music played by Stuart and Harriet’s readings. All 
joined in the singing of hymns and prayers. Photos would not have been 
appropriate, but it was a scene to make the village proud. 
Our thanks to the church officers and all who have done their best to keep the 
church and village community together throughout this difficult year.   Ed 
The Drewsteignton      If you have trouble reading this publication please do let 
Parish Post                         me know and a large-format version will be sent to you  
ContactDetails: 

For Editorial  
Contributions 

Shelley 
Mansfield 

shelley.mansfield@me.com  
Tel: 07714 253484 

Village Hall Bookings 
Drewsteignton 

Alison 
Chapman 

callum.chapman@btinternet.com  
Tel: 01647 281197 

Parish Council 
Business 
Drewsteignton 

Alice Turner clerk@drewsteigntonparish.co.uk 
Tel: 01837 83484 

Village Hall Bookings  
Whiddon Down 

Alex Nott whiddondownvillagehall@hotmail.c
o.uk  
Tel: 01647 231331 

 
The Parish Post reserves the right to edit contributions and wishes to state that 
views expressed are not necessarily those of the Parish Post. Contributions for  
the next edition by end of 28 December. Thank you



 


