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NEWS FROM THE PARISH COUNCIL
Spring is in the air and we’re all eager to return to some kind of normality however, we
must all play our part and continue to follow the guidelines. There is a sense that we are
now through the worst of the pandemic, as case numbers and deaths continue to fall and
the vaccine rollout continues at pace. There will be long-lasting effects, the past 12
months having taken a heavy toll on many in our community. Your response to the
challenges of the past 12 months, your strength and resilience is to be admired. We have
all experienced frustration at times, but I hope we can now join together as we take
steps into a better future.
Toby Russell of the Devon Air Ambulance Trust (DAAT) attended this month’s Parish
Council meeting on 15th Feb. and “cut the ribbon” (virtually) on the fully commissioned
landing light system in the Drewsteignton Playing Fields. Toby thanked all parishioners,
past and current members of the PC and the Clerk for all their efforts in raising the
funds and overcoming the various hurdles to connect the mast to the grid. The
Helicopter Emergency Medical Service dispatch team controls the lighting system via a
GSM remote-switching system means that no-one need be on-hand for a landing. DAAT
currently operate between 7am – 2am and hope soon to provide a 24-hour service.
The PC was updated on the news the Royal Mail has given 6 months’ notice
that the sub-sorting office would be relocated from Drewsteignton to
Cheriton Bishop. The future of the village shop is now under threat as the rental
income for the sub-sorting office space forms a significant portion of the shop's monthly
income, without which the shop would have difficulty continuing. Owner Mrs C Payne
thanked Parishioners for their support and noted that the pandemic had highlighted the
need to retain a shop in the village. A petition has been started and the owners and the
Council agreed to write to Mel Stride MP to urge the Royal Mail to change its decision
or to replace the lost income with a rural grant. Parishioners wrote to Mel Stride MP,
encouraging action to retain this village asset.
Other items discussed included establishing a plan to resolve road surface and drainage
issues at Fingle Bridge, appointment of a Snow Warden for the Parish (future planning,
not a weather prediction), approval of additional legal fees for the transfer of the Toilet
Block lease, completion of PC website upgrade https://www.drewsteigntonparish.co.uk/ ,
approval of the Financial Schedule, news of Whiddon Down Village Hall’s success in
securing a sizable Grant which would be used to replace the remaining old windows
and the reluctant acceptance of Cllr. Ysanne James’ decision to resign as Chair. Cllr.
James will remain a Cllr., however the news highlights the need to fill the two vacant
(cont.)
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positions within the PC and the invitation for anyone interested in learning more, to
contact the Parish Clerk (clerk@drewsteigntonparish.co.uk).
Cllr. P Brennan
Vice Chair

Drewsteignton Village Store

Dear friends
As most of you will know the future of your little Village Shop and Post Office is under
threat by the closure of our Sorting Office operated by Royal Mail.
We are overwhelmed by the kindness from all those who have written letters, sent
emails, made phone calls and signed petitions which have now gone to our MP and the
Royal Mail, and we await their responses. We are also extremely thankful for the full
support from the Parish Council itself.
So, what else can you do to help? The simple thing we need to be able to demonstrate
is that this is a valued community asset and I’m afraid that the only way we can do this if
we can show how many people are using the Shop and Post Office. So, we need your
support. We need you to keep shopping local so that we can show just how much the
community values having a local Shop and Post Office.
Although this seems a very simple thing, it is the best way in which you can show your
support to us and to prove to those with influence that they need to act in this matter to
ensure that the shop remains a viable asset for the future. So even if you just need to
post a letter please don’t put it in the post-box outside. If we are open, please
come in and let us put it in the mail sacks. This way each letter can be
counted by Post Office Limited, and we can show just how many valued
customers we have. You could also stop and have a chat and say ‘hi’ at the
same time!
We look forward to seeing the return of visitors in the near future, as government rules
allow, and hope that everybody will be able to enjoy beautiful Dartmoor this summer.
With many thanks from all of us at Drewsteignton Village Store & Post Office.
Thanks, Cheryl & Stuart

Going back a little while but with the Royal Mail van waiting to collect / deliver our mail.
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The very hub of the village

I start with the belief that our shop is simply essential. If the Royal Mail sorting office
facility is moved to Cheriton Bishop, it is, unfortunately, very likely that the shop and
post office will cease to be financially viable.
So, we need to do all we can to persuade Royal Mail to reconsider their options.
One very important part of our rear-guard action was the petition to Mel Stride, which
was signed by the families in100 households.
As I pointed out to our MP, that is over 250 individuals who have been prepared to put
their name to a request that he intervene with Royal Mail on our behalf.
Our local West Devon councillor, Paul Ridgers, who signed the petition, has also written
to Mel, as have many other people. I think the more we pester those who represent us
and care for this village to help us persuade Royal Mail to change their plans, the better.
Rationalising sorting offices in general may be a good policy; it will almost certainly save
money. But when it imperils a whole community, the unintended consequences vastly
outweigh any benefits.
Therefore, I urge people not to let up the pressure – if we are determined enough, we
may yet succeed. Let’s all hope so!
Ruth Merttens

People of Drewsteignton

Please help us to say THANK YOU
to our wonderful NHS doctors and nurses with a hamper of gifts
from our community.
The doctors and nurses working with Covid 19 patients need our help.
They must shower after every shift and not only is this very costly but it also means that
they have to ensure they have the supplies. If you are able to donate any men and
womens shower gel, shampoo, conditioner, moisturisers, hand cream, face cream, lip
balm or any other items that you feel would be beneficial then please leave in the box in
the church porch.
(Chocolates would also be appreciated)
If you know of someone who would like to donate but is unable, for some reason, to
come to the village please call me on 01647 281605 and I will arrange collection.
THANK YOU, Jane Hocking

PARISH POST

PAGE 4

WHIDDON DOWN VILLAGE HALL
Happy March from Whiddon Down Village Hall,
A few steps closer to a new way of life. It's hard to believe how the last 12 months have
altered our lives and revised our expectations. This time last year, we were excitedly
planning the return of Pig Racing to Whiddon Down. Even the rescheduled event in
September fell foul to continuing restrictions. The Easter and Christmas bingos are a
distant memory from 2019, as well as our usual medley of fundraisers. It will probably be
another 12 months before we are able to safely stage events involving mass gatherings
indoors.
Yet the Village Hall is still standing, not making any money, but not costing too much
either. The bank balance is healthy thanks to the Government's financial support and we
have been able to complete necessary maintenance work, to ensure the hall is ready to
re-open when it is safe to do so.
So, all in all, the outlook is bright and we should be ready to move forward and embrace
the next stages of our Communities evolution.
Best foot forward!! Good luck.
Best wishes Jenny Turner.

STONE LANE GARDENS – OPEN ALL SEASONS
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Just to keep you all up to date!
We are now holding Zoom lectures every month until we can have our summer
outings.
As for our hugely popular Plant Sale (Saturday 1st May) if we are not able to hold it
we intend to sell plants from members gardens as we did last year.
(Profits will go to 3 charities as in 2020)
Ruth Johnstone

Acorn Community Support
Light at the End of the Tunnel
Well into 2021 and is that an ever-increasing light we see at the end of the tunnel?
Vaccinations are going really well with several Vaccination Stations set up that are
available to use. Organisation of the set up differs from Station to Station but in the main
everything goes very smoothly. At Acorn our wonderful Volunteers have been busy
transporting patients to the various Vaccination Points and everything has gone to plan
which has been encouraging and a relief for all concerned.
Here at Acorn we have embarked on a new method of entertainment. Back to the oldfashioned telephone conference call which enables lots of people to dial in and join the
fun. So far, we have established the following regular “clubs”
Tuesday morning – Bingo called by the lovely Peta Cupper who we can never
quite let go from Acorn
Thursday – Memory Lane Café – Led by Jane Hancock with Fran Peake in
attendance
Friday – Crossword Puzzle day – clues and inspiration by our very own Jo
Clunie
All the start times are 11.00 am so you can get your coffee and your cake and sit down
with Acorn. We intend to also have something on the Monday and Wednesday too and
will let you all know as soon as we do.
We recommend that your phone contract allows you unlimited daytime calls for free.
Call Mandy or Fran at the Office on 01647 252701 to book your places and get
the dial-in details.
Of course, Acorn continues with all its usual services so please do call us
Provision of shopping buddies and telephone buddies
Access to Acorn’s Cashpoint
Transport to Vaccination Clinic
machine
appointments
Transport to medical appointments
A regular befriending service
Prescription deliveries
A listening ear
Financial support
In the meantime, please keep yourselves safe and healthy and we very much look
forward to getting some of our more usual services up and running asap.
Best wishes The Acorn Team
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ACE Archaeology Club
If you have been reading the other articles from ACE, you will know that we were not
able to do our usual ‘dig’ last summer and we are not sure about this summer either.
So, we have used the time to concentrate on our finds. Three of us have been working
in our homes on cataloguing finds but also doing small pieces of research.
Cataloguing is filling in a spreadsheet with as much detail on each piece of pottery, or
glass, or bone (animals!) or metal and, if we can, dating it. We don’t have any experts on
pottery, for example, but we do have an adviser who has helped a little with some of the
older pieces of pot but sometimes, fascinating though it is to know that something dates
from the 11C or 12C, it is often the later pieces that can set you off on a research trail.
Take the pieces pictured here as an
example.
As you can see some of the pieces
fit together and the larger piece at
the top of the picture is part of a
base of something. At first, I
thought it was perhaps from one the
pots used in the Victorian and early
20th century for foodstuffs, or
toothpaste, hair cream etc and the
words were ‘labels’ but I couldn’t
find anything that fitted. Difficult
when there is only one word in full.

A few days ago, I came across a group on Facebook which discusses and answers
questions on British pottery. The people in the group are mainly collectors of whole
pieces of pottery but I joined with the explanation that they were unlikely to get any
pictures of whole pieces from me. I shared the photo with them and as a result of their
information I am now pretty certain what it is. They suggested I look for Franklin Maxim
mugs. I was none the wiser but back to the internet. Franklin’s maxims refer to Benjamin
Franklin, one of the American Founding Fathers, who wrote/complied a book of maxims
or improving sayings, published it in 1758, as, ‘The Way to Wealth’. The sayings etc had
previously been published, over 25 years, in a magazine called ‘Poor Richard’s Almanac’.
You may be familiar with some of them even now. ‘Early to bed and early to rise, makes
a man healthy and wealthy and wise’; ‘There are no gains, without pains’.
Next, I had to find out what our mug said, via a free online version of ‘The Way to
Wealth’ and was able to word-search though the book and inspired guesses. I found this,
‘Lost time is never found again; and what we call time enough, always proves little
enough’. The Franklin mugs were made around the middle of the 19th Century, 1850 to
1875 or thereabouts and they were made for children. Poor Victorian children, they
were always being subjected to improving phrases (courtesy of Cowan auctions).
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They were made in Staffordshire by
various potteries.
I do hope that we will be able to
look for more of this mug next
summer when we start digging again.
Fingers crossed.
Erica Williamson
ACE Archaeology Club.

www.acearchaeologyclub.wordprss.com and on Facebook

News from the Castle
Despite everything feeling a bit like
Groundhog Day, we are doing our
best to stay positive and look to the
future. Luckily for us, we are
surrounded by the most glorious
examples of nature with spring bulbs
appearing all over the place, catkins
and buds on the trees and the sound
of birdsong getting louder and
louder. Can anywhere compete with
Devon?
I
think
not.
Hi everyone
We are working our way through what the Government outline of coming out of
lockdown means for us and trying not to get over-excited about dates as there is so
much uncertainty. I’m sure I sound like a broken record but please keep an eye on our
website and social media pages for all the latest opening information. The current
timeline is that indoor places can open mid-May and will be on a pre-booked basis to
help manage numbers but we plan to get the garden open sooner. The wonderful café
team are making plans to get the takeaway offer open ASAP. Work continues in the
garden and castle. The castle team have been working on a chapel display of a
combination of items including a christening gown, Mary Drewe’s prayer book, an altar
cushion and one of the chapel kneeling prayer pads. The garden team have been cutting
the yew bastion on the drive, mulching the herbaceous borders and keeping the bramble
at bay from the formal garden. I don’t know about you, but I am reassured that no
matter what else gets cancelled, they can’t cancel Spring! Stay safe everyone and I hope
to see you soon.
Paula Community Involvement Manager, Castle Drogo and Dartmoor
01647 434130, paula.clarke@nationaltrust.org.uk

PARISH POST

PAGE 8

Contact Mel Stride
This section contains web, social and other contact information for Mel Stride.
When contacting this Member, they should be addressed as Mel Stride.
For information about when you should contact MPs, Lords, or other
organisations/individuals, review the who to contact with my issue page.
Parliamentary
Contact the Member at their Westminster address.
House of Commons
London
SW1A 0AA
Phone: 020 7219 7037
Email: mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk
Website
https://www.melstridemp.com
Twitter
https://twitter.com/meljstride

The Drewsteignton
Parish Post
ContactDetails:

If you have trouble reading this publication please do let
me know and a large-format version will be sent to you

For Editorial
Contributions

Shelley
Mansfield

shelley.mansfield@me.com
Tel: 07714 253484

Village Hall
Bookings
Drewsteignton
Parish Council
Business
Drewsteignton
Village Hall
Bookings
Whiddon Down

Alison
Chapman

callum.chapman@btinternet.com
Tel: 01647 281197

Alice
Turner

clerk@drewsteigntonparish.co.uk
Tel: 01837 83484

Alex
Nott

whiddondownvillagehall@hotmail.co.uk
Tel: 01647 231331

The Parish Post reserves the right to edit contributions and wishes to state that
views expressed are not necessarily those of the Parish Post. Contributions for
the next edition by end of 25th. Thank you.

