
Crockernwell, Drewsteignton, Sandy Park, Venton, Whiddon Down 

Drewsteignton  
Parish Post 

ISSUE NO. 182                                                                                                                                                    JUNE 2021 
NEWS FROM THE PARISH COUNCIL 

 
The Annual Parish Council Meeting took place Wednesday 5th May 2021 at 7.00pm 
via Zoom in accordance with the Flexibility of Local Authority Meetings Regulations 
2020. 
The Election of Chair was conducted, and by unanimous vote Cllr Peter Brennan was 
elected. Due to absences, the Election of Vice-Chair election was moved to the next 
meeting. 
Ahead of the County elections, Cllr. McInnes provided an update on the relaxation of 
lockdown rules and his recent correspondence with DCC Highways to address issues 
across the Parish. It was noted that the recent work in Whiddon Down had been 
completed to a good standard.                    
Several policies were reviewed and approved as part of the annual cycle. 
All policies are now available online via the revamped website 
(https://www.drewsteigntonparish.co.uk/), which has improved functionality and can 
be updated by the Clerk.  
There have been no new planning applications and DNP approval of Furlong House 
(0091/21 & 0092/21 – erection of agricultural barn) applications was noted. 
The Northmore Arms proposed community purchase proposal was discussed as a 
potential option for the Drewe Arms if a new tenant is not found. Enterprise Inns 
failed to provide an update in time for the PC meeting. 
The PC noted that the previous Parish Post contained a report copied from The Rural 
Bulletin, which was not discussed at last month’s meeting. So sadly, we have no 
“Arctic Foxes” in Stamford Courtney or the option to transfer £40m to local nature 
projects. Thank you for all the good-natured banter in seeing through this hoax 
report. 
Effective 7th May all PC meetings must be held as a physical, face to face meeting – 
ending our use of Zoom to conduct business. However, the “rule of 6” and "Covid" 
capacity of Whiddon Down Village Hall, will not allow members of the public to 
attend, meaning that we will not be holding our first physical Council Meeting until 
Monday 21st June 2021 at 7.30pm at WDVH, subject to the current Roadmap out of 
Lockdown plan being maintained. Fingers crossed as the Car Park might be our 
alternative venue. 
Regards, Peter 
Cllr. Peter Brennan 
Drewsteignton Parish Council 
www.drewsteigntonparish.co.uk 
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Drewsteignton Village Store & Post Office 

Dear Friends 
We are finally able to give you an update on the fight with Royal Mail and the Post 
Office in relation to the removal of the sorting office from our premises. 
Royal Mail have no intention of changing their mind and in fact we have heard that 
they want to close all rural delivery offices.  In this area they are aiming to move all 
these facilities into the Mail Centre at Exeter. 
We are however pleased to inform you that Post Office ltd have granted us 
exceptional funding to offset some of the loss we will suffer.  This funding is 
guaranteed until the end of December next year after which the whole Government 
funding to support rural Post Offices is exhausted so although our short term future 
is a little more stable it does feel a bit like a stay of execution. 
We still desperately need you support to survive, firstly by using the Post Office and 
the Shop and secondly by lobbying of our MP as Chair of the Treasury Select 
Committee to get him to actively support the renewal of the Government funding for 
Rural Post Offices   
Once the sorting office is removed any undeliverable parcels will be returned to 
Cheriton Bishop for collection, We will not be able to offer free delivery of the Parish 
Post and we will not be able to offer the informal holding of Mail, we apologise for 
this but we will have no control over the Royal Mail staff or facilities. 
We thank you for your support and hope that we are able to carry on serving the 
community for many years to come 
Stuart & Cheryl 
 

                 Holy Trinity News           
 

The newly spacious interior of Holy Trinity is looking very smart with rugs covering 
the access covers in the floor and all the pew extraction work tidied and bright.  

If you haven’t yet, do go along and have a look.  
Also, make the most of the books and DVD’s available in the porch. 

 

Attention all Crafters: Early but Important   
'A date for your diaries'!! 

Drewsteignton Christmas Craft Fayre to be held in Holy Trinity church on 
December 4th and 5th. 

If you would like a table, please contact me soon as the new space in the church is 
filling up quickly. Thank you j.hocking05@btinternet.com 

Jane Hocking 
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     Drewsteignton Garden Club      
 

Like other groups in these uncertain times, we have had to amend our plans.  Our 
Zoom lectures are ongoing but sadly we have cancelled our May Plant Sale and the 
Drewsteignton Village Show in August.   
On a more positive note, members will be offered garden visits to Stonelands, 
Greatcombe and Cadhay Manor in June, July and August respectively.  
We are also selling plants from members gardens profits to go to the Devon Air 
Ambulance, Children's Respite Hospice and Drewsteignton Garden Club. 
When times become more predictable, and our activities can resume we will have our 
winter series of lectures (with tea and cake of course!) in Whiddon Down village hall.   
Our move to Whiddon Down village hall is because of the better disabled and parking 
access and larger seating capacity and is still in our Parish.   
We are a very sociable and informal group and would love to welcome new members 
from the Parish.  Our membership fee is £5 a year starting in September. 
Bunny Johnstone, Chairman 
01647 432068 
bunny_johnstone@btinternet.com 

    Carole Mason, Sec. 
    01647 281185 
    carolejeanmason@gmail.com

 
 

WHIDDON DOWN VILLAGE HALL 
 

June is upon us, along with further easing (hopefully) 
 

The village hall welcomed back yogalates and belly dancing last month, as well as a 
couple of local meetings. Hopefully, Nat Baker is back this month to test the water.  
The kitchen and toilets are freshly painted, and new windows are booked for 
September. I will be in touch with the Woodcarvers who have exclusive use of the 
halls outbuilding, to confirm their restart date.  
Alison has completed the halls year end accounts to submit to the charity 
commission. We are very grateful to her for stepping in last year to keep us financially 
above board.  
Thank you to my committee, who are ever present, albeit via email and telephone. 
Many thanks to Alex, Sandra, Alison and Margery for their roles during the last twelve 
months. We will be scheduling an AGM shortly. If anyone would like to join us, please 
do not hesitate to contact me , by email jennyturner21@gmail.com or by phone 
01647231179.Best wishes to you all.  
Best wishes,  
Jenny Turner 
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Our Tea Room and Tea Garden are re-opening for the summer months under 
government Covid-19 guidance.  
Serving a range of teas, coffees, locally made cakes and scones, and delicious Devon 
Cream Teas, our new tea Room Manager and her team of volunteers will offer 
refreshments for Gardens visitors whenever possible, ideally every day. However, this 
will only be made possible with enough volunteers.  
If you would like to help out for an afternoon each week, or even once or twice a 
month, please contact Lorraine at welcome@stonelanegardens.com, ring 01647 440 
213 or, if you are passing, call in for details.  
Free parking is at Long Lane, between Drewsteignton and Whiddon Down.  
Stone Lane Gardens is a charitable trust (no.1141252). For more information on the 
Gardens see our web site: www.stonelanegardens.com  
 

 
 

2021 Sculpture exhibition and Ashburner prize: 
1st June to 31st October 2021 

An important showcase for West Country Artists, sculpture exhibitions have been 
held every year within Stone Lane Gardens since 1992. Among the groves of trees, 
pools and streams, individual sculptures can be seen within their own natural ‘frames’. 
The gardens create a magical setting for the exhibition which is loved by visitors of all 
ages. 

 
County Council and Police Commissioner Elections –  

May 6th results 
The Conservative candidates swept the Devon County Council Elections of May 6th, 
averaging significantly more than a 200% majority over their nearest rivals. 
In the election of Police & Crime Commissioner for Devon & Cornwall. 
Conservative Alison Hernandez won election with twice the vote of the second 
placed candidate. 
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Acorn Community Support
Ta Da!!! 

 
I am writing this on 17th May – the day we can actually HUG people again (albeit with 
caution!) 
We are also starting up our clubs again from next week commencing 24th May which 
means that socialising via telephone can be put on the backburner, and we will be 
able to socialise in person.  The clubs will be Memory Lane Café, Christow Coffee 
Morning and Lunch Club, Dunsford Coffee morning and Cheriton Bishop and 
Tedburn Lunch Club.   
Of course, all the rules around social distancing, masks, sanitising etc will still apply.  
We will also be only half filling the minibuses for any trips which mean that for the 
time being we are doubling our trips out so that everyone gets a chance to go 
somewhere.   
We will have outings to Bernaville Garden Centre for the whole of June.  So if you 
would like to book a seat on the mini bus for that then please contact:   
Mandy or Fran at the Office on 01647 252701 t 
The Cheriton Bishop lunch club will be starting up again and you may contact Jean 
Martin on 01647 24586 regarding bookings for that. 
Of course, Acorn continues with all its usual services so please do call us  

• Provision of shopping buddies and telephone buddies 
• Access to Acorn’s Cashpoint machine 
• Transport to medical appointments 
• Transport to Vaccination Clinic appointments 
• A regular befriending service  
• A listening ear 
• Prescription deliveries 
• Financial support 

In the meantime, please keep yourselves safe and healthy and enjoy the Spring 
flowers and sunshine. 
    
Best wishes 
The Acorn Team
 
Mandy Vellacott, Office Manager 
Working Hours: Monday - Thursday  9.00 am - 1.00 pm 
01647 252701 
office@acorncommunitysupport.co.uk 
www.acorncommunitysupport.co.uk 
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    Bringing	Fingle	Woods	back	to	life 
At Fingle Woods in Devon, we’re monitoring the elusive dormouse to learn how our 
work to improve the wood’s condition can positively impact this much-loved animal 
and other wildlife. 
The elusive dormouse, often found in its sleepy state, is one of the creatures thriving 
at Fingle Woods. It’s a stunning ancient woodland on the steep Teign Valley in the 
fringes of northern Dartmoor. Together with the National Trust, we took ownership 
of the site in 2015 and began the Bringing Fingle Woods Back to Life project. In the 
last century, Fingle was planted with conifer crops. At the time it was an innovative 
response to the need for timber after the First World War. But the legacy was a 
woodland left with dense, tall, non-native trees that block out light, leaving the wood 
in poor ecological condition and reducing biodiversity. This is a common issue, 
occurring in almost 40% of the UK’s irreplaceable ancient woodland. 
It was clear that work needed to start straight away to help this precious place on 
the road to recovery. To nurse Fingle back to health, we began one of our largest 
ever woodland restoration projects. Our restoration work here includes: 

• gradually thinning the conifer plantations each year. 
• creating woodland glades to provide the perfect habitat for insects and 

butterflies. 
• freeing native ancient trees that were hemmed in and suffocated by taller 

conifers to give them a new lease of life. 
• enabling dormant seeds that couldn’t grow in the dark conditions to come to 

life, helping native trees and plants to naturally regenerate. 

Why	are	dormice	important	to	the	restoration?	
Right from the start we began monitoring dormice. This special species is classed as 
vulnerable to extinction, and in the last 18 years, Britain’s dormice population has 
fallen by 51% (PTES State of Dormice Report 2021).	
As a European protected species, we have to survey for dormice before any doing 
any forestry work. We wanted to find out where they were to make sure our 
management activity didn’t harm them, but also to understand their habits and 
habitat requirements. 
The recent State of UK Woods and Trees report shows us that species are in 
decline, ancient woods are fragmented and just 7% of Britain’s native woods are in 
good condition. There is so much more to do to restore our ancient woods and 
habitats for wildlife here at Fingle, throughout Devon and across the UK.But projects 
like this are making a difference. They show what can be achieved in a relatively 
short space of time. They help us to share our findings and expertise with others. 
And they give us hope for the future.  
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News from the Castle 

 
Hi everyone 
I hope that you are all keeping well and enjoying the occasional warm and sunny day. 
There is lots to update you on this month. The exciting news is that after 8 years we 
have said a fond farewell to the builders and we are no longer a building site! This is 
a momentous occasion and it is truly wonderful to see the castle looking like a family 
home again – albeit a rather grand one. Other exciting news is that we re-opened 
the Castle on Monday 17 May. We are using a booking system for people to book 
their timed entry ticket – please look at our website for details. The team here are 
so excited to share the collection items and rooms that have been hidden during the 
building work. I had a walk around today and it is looking stunning.  
It is joyous to see more volunteers returning too and it won’t be long until they are 
once again sharing the stories of Castle Drogo inside the house. We are looking for 
people to join the team helping us to open the castle and welcome visitors back. If 
you would like to find out more about volunteering in the castle, please do get in 
touch. 
The garden is looking glorious with the crab apple trees in full blossom and flower 
buds on the wisteria promising a stunning display very soon. It has been so lovely to 
see people wandering through the garden over the past few weeks, enjoying the 
space, the beauty and the opportunity to see other human beings – in a socially 
distanced way of course. 
Out on the estate, you may remember that I mentioned back in 2019 that we were 
going to thin the large Beech trees along the castle drive. These trees were very 
large and very close together and, being beech, suffering from lots of damage by grey 
squirrels. The aim was to thin them to increase light levels, underplant with young 
trees, whilst allowing the remaining large trees room to spread. This work was 
completed over the winter and I was pleased to see the newly planted trees starting 
to grow already and the ground under the trees starting to come back to life now it 
is getting light.  
Take care everyone, Paula  
Community Involvement Manager, Castle Drogo and Dartmoor 
01647 434130, paula.clarke@nationaltrust.org.uk           
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Change to distribution of the Drewsteignton Parish Post: 
 
Dear Parishioners, 
As per Cheryl & Stuart’s article on Page 2 of June’s DPP, pursuant to the 
removal of the Sorting Office facilities at the Village Shop, the postmen and 
women will no longer be delivering copies as they make their rounds.  
Instead, a small army of your friends and neighbours will be popping your 
copy through your home post box. 
Joining with the wonderful villagers who already assist with distribution, this 
should ensure that everyone in the parish receives their copy.  
However, should you not receive yours, there will be a stock of copies 
available at the Drewsteignton Village Store and, if you e-mail me on the 
address below, I can ensure that we include you in one of the delivery 
rounds. 
The upside will (should) be that you will be receiving your copy before the 
end of each month and so, once the Events Calendar is up and running again 
– in next month’s issue – you should never miss that chance to buy plants, or 
local arts and crafts and to dance in the Square. 
Wishing you health, happiness, and fun once more as we finally anticipate the 
end of restrictions. Ed. 
 
 
The Drewsteignton      If you have trouble reading this publication, 
Parish Post                  do please let me know and a large-format  
              version will be sent to you  
ContactDetails: 
For Editorial  
Contributions 

Shelley Mansfield shelley.mansfield@me.com  
Tel: 07714 253484 

Village Hall Bookings 
Drewsteignton 

Alison Chapman callum.chapman@btinternet.com  
Tel: 01647 281197 

Parish Council Business 
Drewsteignton 

Alice Turner clerk@drewsteigntonparish.co.uk 
Tel: 01837 83484 

Village Hall Bookings  
Whiddon Down 

Alex Nott whiddondownvillagehall@hotmail.co.uk  
Tel: 01647 231331 

The Parish Post reserves the right to edit contributions and wishes to state that 
views expressed are not necessarily those of the Parish Post. Contributions for 
the next edition by end of 25th. Thank you, Ed



 


