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NEWS FROM THE PARISH COUNCIL 

The Parish Council (PC) Meeting took place on Monday 20th September 2021 (7.30pm) at 
Whiddon Down Village Hall in accordance with the latest Covid-19 safety protocols. The 
excitement of witnessing local democracy in action and a warm evening, encouraged 12 
parishioners to attend the meeting. 
The public speaking time heard concerns from a cross section of our community, regarding the 
Re-Advertisement of the proposed Farm Shop development at Whiddon Down. The previous 
2701/18/FUL application was refused, following the dismissal of a High Court appeal.  The 
applicant has now been granted time by West Devon Borough Council (WDBC) to update a 
second application 2530/19/FUL. This had been placed on hold, pending the outcome of the 
High Court appeal. The Re-Advertised application has not altered the open countryside location, 
road access position, development footprint, or retail proposition however, additional 
information has been added to address issues raised by the Inspectorate. Councillors were able 
to question and establish that the business owners present, had not being consulted by the 
applicant and the potential negative impact to their businesses, had not been established by the 
applicant. Safety concerns were heard regarding the road junction, bus route & stops, volume 
of traffic and the impact of accident or roadwork diversions along the old A30 (C50). A request 
by Cllr Ridgers to extend the 28-day public consultation deadline, beyond the 7 October 2021, 
has been refused by WDBC.  
Following discussion, it was agreed that DPC would offer a negative view of the application. Two 
major objections – development in open countryside and contravention of DEV15 requiring a 
Farm Shop to be directly linked to a farm – and four minor objections were to be noted to 
WDBC. Parishioners were encouraged to view the application and supporting documents, on 
the WDBC Planning Portal, ahead of the 7 October 2021 public consultation deadline. 
http://apps.westdevon.gov.uk/PlanningSearchMVC/Home/Details/192530 
The short notice of WDBC informing the PC of planning applications is currently being 
addressed with the drafting of a new Memorandum of Understanding. This sets out WDBC’s 
responsibilities to inform PCs of planning developments and the requirement for PCs to ensure 
any representations are based on material planning considerations and disregard irrelevant 
considerations. 
0478/21 & 0479/21 Application for a proposed change of use of outbuilding to holiday 
accommodation at Honeyford Cottage, Crockernwell. A site visit had not been possible due to 
both Agent and owners being unavailable. The PC agreed to provide a neutral view of the 
application. 
0472/21 Application for improvements to disabled access, stone ramp & automated glass doors 
at Castle Drogo, Drewsteignton. The PC agreed to provide a neutral view of the application. 
0489/21 Application for converting existing domestic store/workshop to ancillary 
accommodation at Upperton Farm, Drewsteignton. A site visit had previously been conducted 
by Cllrs. The PC agreed to support the application. 
Dartmoor National Park Authority has agreed draft proposals to review Dartmoor’s byelaws. 
A six-week public consultation beginning 20th September 2021 has commenced.            (cont.) 
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Byelaws are in place to protect the special qualities of Dartmoor National Park including its 
wildlife, habitats, cultural heritage, archaeology, and the livestock that graze the commons. The 
current set of byelaws regulating access on the commons have been in place since 1989. During 
the intervening 32-years there have been legal, practical, technological, and societal 
developments. The byelaws need updating to better reflect modern needs, improve public 
understanding and address issues which have the potential to damage the National Park’s special 
qualities. The review aims to ensure byelaws remain: • Relevant and proportionate for modern 
society • Clear and easy to understand • Cover the right activities and areas • Complement 
other powers and legislation. Parishioners are encouraged to submit comments on the draft 
proposals through the online survey. https://www.dartmoor.gov.uk/about-us/who-we-
are/byelaws-consultation 
The finances of the Parish Council remain in good health and within budget. A draft copy of the 
full meeting notes will shortly be available on the PC website. 
Our next Parish Council meeting will be held on Monday 18th October 2021, 7.30pm at 
Whiddon Down Village Hall. We extend an open invitation to all parishioners to come along 
and participate in local democracy. 
Cllr. Peter Brennan Drewsteignton Parish Council  

 
 

Holy Trinity News  
What a joy it was to welcome the Corvus Consort and their Director Freddie Crowley to 

Holy Trinity on 12th September as part of the Whiddon Autumn Festival. The Choir offered 
a Choral Mass Setting by Palestrina and the Communion motet, Tu Es Petrus. 

It was wonderful to see so many people in the Church for this service. We are also grateful to 
Canon Tim Newcombe for Presiding and Preaching as Rev Harriet is away on a well-deserved 

holiday. 
Giovanni Pierluigi da Palestrina (c. 1525 – 2 February 1594) was an Italian Renaissance 

composer of sacred music and the best-known 16th-century representative of the Roman 
School of musical composition. He had a long-lasting influence on the development of church 
and secular music in Europe, especially on the development of counterpoint, and his work is 

considered the culmination of Renaissance polyphony. In 1551 Pope Julius III appointed him to 
what would now be called the Master of Music at St Peters in Rome. Sadly, in 1555 Pope Julius 
IV ordered that all cathedral laymen should be clerical and as Palestrina was married he was 

basically sacked. 
The congregation enjoyed singing three rousing Hymns. It was lovely to hear such a wall of 

sound coming towards the Organ bench and I was pleased to offer John Ireland’s Intrada and 
Leon Boellman’s Toccata from Suite Gothique to top and tail this very special service. 

Stuart Payne  -  Drewsteignton Village Store & Post Office 
 

 Pet Service 
Holy Trinity would be delighted to welcome you and your fantastic pets ( small or large!!) to 
our special Pets Service on October 3rd at 5pm. 
Harriet will be on hand to bless us - and them – for the coming year and the service will be 
followed by refreshments. Please take note of the wonderful posters around the village 
designed and drawn by the very talented Phoebe Brown. 
We look forward to seeing you and if you need any special requirements ( for your animals!!) 
please do let me know on j.hocking05@btinternet.com 
HT team 
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CONGRATULATIONS to Andy and Alexis DiBattista on their marriage at Holy 

Trinity on 9th September. 
 

  
 
The weather was ideal, the bells were 
ringing, the bride and groom both looked 
amazing in their beautiful clothes, their 
families and friends shone in their 
finery but the real stars of the event were 
the wonderful horses who took the happy 
couple away through the Lytch Gate.  

Such a glorious sight and Alexis looked 
absolutely stunning riding full saddle with 
her wedding dress adorning the rear of 
her horse.  
A fantastic way to leave our beautiful 
church and all good wishes go to them for 
their future lives together. 

 
Photos by Alex Walton Photography 
Tel. 07772  537906

6pm, Tuesday 2nd November 
Light, Love and Loss 

Holy Trinity Church, Drewsteignton 
A special (30 mins) service for All Souls’ Day including poems, music and an invitation to light  
a candle in memory of a loved one, followed by light refreshments for those who wish to stay. 
I would encourage all who are able to light a candle (see below) and place them in the 
churchyard on 2nd November as it is so heart-warming to see their lights, twinkling with love, 
throughout the night. The votive stand in Lady Chapel is always available (with a supply of 
tealights) when the church is open. 

 
Outdoor Candles of Remembrance 

As you may know there has been a special service to remember loved ones on All Souls Day 
for the past few years. An important part of this is the lighting of candles of remembrance. 
Holy Trinity Church would like to gift to anyone who would like one a memoriam outdoor 
candle. 
If your loved one rests in Holy Trinity Church Yard the idea is that the candles will be placed 
on the graves and lit before the service: if they rest somewhere else you would be very 
welcome to choose a special place within the church yard to light your candle. 
If for some reason you will not be at the service, Holy Trinity would like to offer you a candle 
which someone could light on your behalf*. Or, if you prefer, you may wish to collect a candle 
to light and place at a location special to you, at a time of your choosing. 
The candles will be available from Drewsteignton Post Office, the Drewe Arms or the Church 
from 27th October. *Please contact me (Jennifer on 01647 281657 or pmjmrmdm@aol.com) 
or leave instructions in the Post Office.  
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This autumn, Holy Trinity is determined to celebrate our wonderful rural community and 
express our gratitude. We are truly thankful for all the many ways in which we have 
helped each other and have also been helped by our beautiful surroundings throughout 
this last and, for so many, traumatic year.  So, we are inviting anyone and everyone to 
join us:  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We would love to see as many of the village as can come and share our meal with us.  It is 
our custom to donate all monies collected at Harvest time to Water Aid as we are very 
aware that almost 900 million people across the world do not have access to safe drinking 
water.  We know ourselves to be so lucky and take a moment at this time of the year to 
try to improve things just a little for some of those families.   
Before the Open Meal, we are holding our annual Harvest Service at 11:15. This is a 
short and cheerful service of thanksgiving, with plenty of hymn singing! Everyone who 
wishes to is warmly invited to join us.   
We have other plans to make good use of our lovely space at the back of the church as 
the winter advances on us all.  Most urgent on our ‘to-do’ list is the acquisition of a WIFI 
network, which will allow us to provide a welcoming area with coffee, cakes, tea and 
biscuits and also to host further events.  So please watch this space! 
The flower ladies will be decorating the church on the 8th/9th and would appreciate any 
offers of flowers and seasonal foliage and help. There are only 2 of us (and we are both 
amateurs) so please do come along and enjoy coffee and biscuits while creating a 
wonderful Harvest atmosphere in our beautiful church. Please contact Sue Honeybone  
on 01647 24398 if you would like to offer flowers and/or help. 
Ruth and Ian Merttens, Church Wardens.  

 
Drewsteignton Gardener’s Club 

October 2021- January 2022 
Monday 11th October Day Spring Nurseries (plants for sale) 

Monday 8th November Big gardens & parks 
Monday 13th December Christmas supper Fingle Bridge 

Monday January 10th January (members meeting) 
All meetings held in Whiddon Down Village hall   7.30pm 

Annual Membership £ 5.00 or £ 2.00 per meeting 
Everyone most welcome 

Queries: Bunny 01647432068 
 
 

From 12:15 to 2pm 10th October 
Food and drink provided free 

 
Donations to Water Aid gratefully accepted 
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The Drewe Arms 

The Drewe Arms is delighted to announce that we are now serving delicious local 
food, cooked fresh on the premises by our new chef, Stephen. 
We are also pleased to say that we now have a new barman –  

do come and say ‘hello’ 
Open daily 12:00 – 23:00  
Jayne 01647 281377 

 
WHIDDON DOWN VILLAGE HALL 

Greetings from Whiddon down village hall. We held the AGM on 22/9/21. The committee and 
officers remain the same with the exception of Alex Nott who has stepped down from her 
role as booking clerk due to family commitments. We wished her well and gave her a leaving 
gift by way of a thank you for all her hard work.  
Alison Chapman has taken over as booking clerk for both Whiddon down and Drewsteignton 
Village Halls. Booking inquiries can still be sent to Whiddon down village hall email address but 
will be redirected to Alison at present.  
Due to our healthy bank balance, the final stage of the window replacement will be undertaken 
during the last week of October. Redecoration of the main hall and entrance hall will take 
place in November. We apologise in advance if we have to cancel any bookings.  
Due to insurance guidelines, in future any commercial Hirers will need to forward a copy of 
their public liability insurance to the booking clerk before acceptance. We apologise for any 
inconvenience, but it is necessary in order to safeguard our committee.  
We have decided after much consideration to suspend all Christmas events again this year. It 
was felt that public confidence is still low, and it would be better to wait until the New Year. 
We are planning several events in early spring. Watch this space!!!  
Any inquiries regarding hall matters call me Jenny Turner 01647231179  
Best wishes  
Jenny Turner (chairman) 01647231179 or jennyjturner21@gmail.com 
 
You are successful 
Say out loud the phrase ‘I am successful, my life is a success’. What happens? 
You’re not on your own if you had a little voice in your head respond with something like ‘no 
I’m not because ‘that’ happened’ or ‘not yet I’m not’ or ‘I will be when…’. 
Success isn’t defined by our past or future, but by who we are right now in this moment and 
all the wonderful things we can be grateful for. 
Societal success seems to be defined by money, possessions, power and/or career. It’s so easy 
to forget that success is personal to each of us, and we get to create its definition.  
A definition that means we get to be successful right now in this moment, if only we allow 
ourselves the freedom to choose a meaning not based on what society believes it to be, but 
on our own individual greatness. 
So, what makes your life a success?   
With love and appreciation for all that you are right now! 
Joe Arnold (Doctor of Chiropractic, MChiro) 
Dartmoor Chiropractic, Strawberry Hill, Dunsford 
www.dartmoorchiropractic.co.uk 
07308148159 | dartmoorchiropractic@gmail.com 
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Acorn Community Support
”Autumn is a second Spring where every leaf is a flower” 

 – Albert Camus 
Finally in September Acorn clients made it to the beach and the weather was kind and the 
seaside not too busy.  It didn’t feel like summer until we had achieved that goal! 
The Cheriton Lunch Club has been well attended as usual but always room for a few more so 
if you are interested then please do contact Jean Martin on 01647 24586 to book. Next one is 
5th October and then 2nd November 2021.   
The Dunsford Coffee mornings will be on the 6th and 20th October in the Dunsford Village 
Hall dressing room and everyone is welcome no booking necessary just turn up and enjoy. 
As mentioned above the Seaside has been our destination for September and Fish and Chips 
and Ice creams were the order of the day.  Not sure how many took the plunge into the sea 
but we know that at least one bus driver did!! 
From Cheriton Bishop 
Outings - Tuesday 12th & 26th October 2021 
Shopping at Sainsburys - Monday 4th & 18th October 2021 
From the Teign Valley  
Outings - Monday 4th & 18th October 2021 
Shopping at Sainsburys - Friday 1st, 15th and 29th October 2021 
Fortnightly Coffee Mornings at the Teign Valley Community Hall are now interspersed with the 
Tuesday Lunch Club so that’s Tuesdays taken care of in the Teign Valley! 
October's dates are 5th and 19th October Lunch Club and 12th and 26th October Coffee 
Morning.  Please contact the office if any of these activities appeal to you and we’ll book you on. 
We ask that EVERYONE on our bus trips however short the trip, wears a face mask and 
observes safe hand sanitising practices.  We want you all to have fun and keep safe! 
If you would like to book a seat on the minibus for any of our trips or coffee mornings then 
please contact Mandy or Fran at the Office on 01647 252701  
Acorn continues with all its usual services so please do call us and if you just want a chat then 
you know where we are.   
The A(corn) Team  
office@acorncommunitysupport.co.uk 
www.acorncommunitysupport.co.uk 

 

 
News from  the Moor  

Hi everyone 
I don’t think I am alone in really loving those slightly chilly yet sunny Autumnal days. There is a 
hint of gold in the trees, the mist seems to sit in the valleys a little bit longer and I get to wear 
a warm jumper. I’m also convinced that the birds are enjoying it being a bit quieter again as the 
birdsong from the office window today is superb. 
September continued to be busy at Drogo, Finch and Lydford with lots of people taking 
advantage of the lovely weather. I am delighted to let you know that the secondhand 
bookshop at Lydford has already raised over £8000. Thank you to everyone who has 
supported the bookshop over the past 6 months.   (cont.) 
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The main thing I would like to share with you this month is that you will soon notice the 
return of an old friend to Drogo when a section of scaffolding goes up on the southwest side 
of the castle this Autumn.  
As part of the monitoring checks of the work completed during the 8-year project, we 
discovered a section of pointing that hadn’t cured as required and subsequently couldn’t stand 
up to the Dartmoor weather. Beginning this autumn, a team of Stonemasons will undertake 
the repairs of this section. The remedial work comprises the raking out of the joints in the 
defective areas to a depth of 75mm and then repointing in two coats of hydraulic lime mortar. 
It is projected to take 8 – 12 weeks to complete and extra care will be taken over the cure of 
the mortar after it is placed to ensure the issue isn’t repeated. Access to the inside of the 
Castle will not be affected and we will remain open throughout October. 
Take care everyone, stay warm as Autumn arrives and I hope to see you soon,
Paula  
Volunteering & Community Manager, Dartmoor 01647 434130, 
In response to the compartmentalized buildings and the fence panels constructed by the 
disconnected housing associations 
paula.clarke@nationaltrust.org.uk 
 
 

 
 
This has been a busy month at the 
Gardens. We have seen an increase in 
visitors, both local and on staycation, who 
have enjoyed the Gardens and as a result 
of reviews on Tripadvisor, Stone Lane 
Gardens has won a prestigious 2021 
Tripadvisor Award as one of the top 10% 
of places in the world to visit.  

 

Pru Barnes sowing the wild 
flower meadows. 
 
The Tea Room has been doing well, run 
by Lorraine assisted by her volunteers and 
part-timers. In the meadows and in the 
new arboretum locally sourced wildflower 
seeds have recently been sown by hand. 
Grown in the specialist nursery during the 
year, birch and alder saplings are being got 
ready to send out as orders for gardens 
around the UK and next month tree 
packing will begin, lead by Gardens 
manager Paul. The Gardens are open 
every day all year round and as Autumn 
arrives the leaves will turn from green to 
gold and the colours of the birch trees 
will come into their own. Our Annual 
Sculpture Exhibition, set within the 
arboretum and water gardens, lasts into 
October.  
For more information go to: 
 www.stonelanegardens.com
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  Beaver consultation  
                       now live 
 
 

 
The long-awaited government consultation on the future of beaver re-introduction in 
England was launched last month. 
Running for 12 weeks, this is your opportunity to tell the government why you want 
to see the return of the beaver to English rivers.  
Find out more on the Beavers page of the DWT website

URGENT – Defibrillator - URGENT 
Fiona Rynn will be resigning her position as defibrillator account 

administrator and needs someone else to pick up the reins. 
Currently, the safety checks on the box (located outside the 

Drewsteignton Post Office) are being carried out by someone else and she 
simply follows up any queries by the Community Heartbeat Trust who 

are responsible for the hardware. If anyone would be kind enough to take 
on this vital village role, please contact Fiona on 281617 

or fiviva@yahoo.com 
 
The Drewsteignton      If you have trouble reading this publication,  
Parish Post                  do please let me know and a large-format  
              version will be sent to you  
ContactDetails: 
For Editorial  
Contributions 

Shelley Mansfield shelley.mansfield@me.com  
Tel: 07714 253484 

Village Hall Bookings 
Drewsteignton 

Alison Chapman callum.chapman@btinternet.com  
Tel: 01647 281197 

Parish Council Business 
Drewsteignton 

Alice Turner clerk@drewsteigntonparish.co.uk 
Tel: 01837 83484 

Village Hall Bookings  
Whiddon Down 

Alison Chapman 
 

callum.chapman@btinternet.com 
Tel.       01647 281197 

 
The Parish Post reserves the right to edit contributions and wishes to state that views 
expressed are not necessarily those of the Parish Post. Contributions for the next 
edition by end of 25th. Thank you, Ed 
 


