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Drewsteignton Parish Council. 
Clerk: Louise Butler, clerk.drewsteigntonpc@outlook.com/ 07764683412 

www.drewsteigntonparish.co.uk.  
Find us on Facebook @ Drewsteignton parish council.  

 
Minutes for meeting of Drewsteignton Parish Council that took place on Monday the 20th of 

October at 7.30pm at Drewsteignton church space. 
 

Present, Peter Brennan, Andrew Di Battista, Ian Rowe, Laurance Bennie, John Redman, Anna 
Imrie, Susan Hember and Julie Macey. 
Also present, Lou Butler(clerk). Plus 5 members of the public 
 

Business Transacted 
 

1.10.25: Welcome 
Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting and reminded everyone that an audio recording would 
be taken from item 1 on the agenda to aid note taking and would be deleted once the draft 
minutes had been written. 
 
2.10.25 Current Vacancies.  
Chair reminded the council of the current vacancy in the Crockernwell ward. 
 
3.10.25: Apologies for absence:  
Cllr Davies forwarded her apologies before the meeting. 
 
4.10.25: Minutes of the Last Meetings. Draft Minutes were made available on the website.  
Cllr Rowe proposed they were a true and accurate account of the previous meeting held on 15st  of 
September 2025 and Cllr Bennie seconded this. All in favour. Motion carried. RR25/42 
 
5.10.25: Declarations of Interest.  
Cllrs were invited to declare any interests they may have in items on this agenda, including the  
nature of the interest. Cllrs were reminded of their responsibility to keep their Register of Interests 
property. Cllr. Di Battista declared an interest in the second planning item, which had already been 
determined by Dartmoor National Park.  
 
6.10.25: Public Speaking Time (max. 3minutes/person. Session time: 10 minutes).  
Residents raised serious concerns regarding parking congestion and safety during recent village 
events, particularly near the pub and church. 
Key points: 
Narrow lanes and emergency access obstructions due to on-street parking. 
Use of nearby fields for parking was inconsistent. 
Lack of marshals at recent events caused significant disruption. 
Actions and Outcomes: 
Parish Council requested all future events include formal event and transport plans with adequate 
parking provision and marshalling. 
The Pub and Playing Field Committee will prepare a parking management plan. 
Ian (as attendee) agreed to relay concerns to the Community Interest Company management 
team. 
Parish Council to write formally to CIC Chair (Toby) reaffirming these requirements. 
Volunteers to be sought for event marshalling and parking control. 

mailto:clerk.drewsteigntonpc@outlook.com
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https://www.facebook.com/groups/1524289011694159/
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7.11.24: To receive reports (if any) from County Cllr. Davies & Borough Cllr Guthrie. Plus 
Cllr’s reports 
Cllr. Steve Guthrie 

Devon LGR (Local Government Reorganisation): Weekly meetings continue; the focus is on 
unified service delivery. 
Thermal Imaging Project: Opportunity to borrow cameras for local use to assess home 
energy efficiency. Volunteers/coordinator required. 
Planning Apprenticeships: Opportunities advertised for local residents. 
Grant Funding Success: 

£19,000 awarded for repairs to the Long Room wall. 
o £37,000 secured for a Community Energy Feasibility Study involving the church, 

pub, cottages, and National Trust buildings. 
o First meeting scheduled for 5th November. 

Cllrs. thanked Steve, Ian, and Ruth for their work on the successful grant applications. 

Cllr. Sue Davies (notes read by Chair) 

Water Quality: Ongoing issues in Crockernwell. South West Water have conducted pipe 
inspections and will continue regular flushing. Modelling of new supply routes underway. 
Highways Pothole Trial: New approach trialled to repair all potholes within a 500m radius; 
residents reminded to continue reporting via DCC website. 
Fire Service: Consultation on replacement of co-responder scheme with volunteer-led 
model. 
Okehampton Rail Interchange: On track for completion next summer with new bus links. 

Other Councillor Updates 

Church Hall repairs completed. 
Grit bins fully stocked. 
Fly-tipping incidents reported and removed. 
Footpaths and bridleways in good condition. 
Churchyard rail to be repaired. 
Road sweeper requested for neglected areas near Whiddon Down 

 
 
8.10.25: Planning (DNPA unless otherwise stated) (Chair):  

a) 0346/25 full planning permission Holy Trinity Church, Drewsteignton. Installation of Two Air 
Source Heat Pumps. Ruth presented the proposal. Units to be installed outside the vestry 
with internal cylinder. Cllr Brennan proposed to support the application and Cllr Imrie 
seconded all in favour motion carried RR25/43 

b) 0288/25 full planning permission, Householder Highford, Drewsteignton.  
           Previously approved by Dartmoor National Park before the Council’s review. 
9.10.25: Highway matters   

a) MVAS Clerk presented quotes for replacement MVAS: 
SWARCO: £4,040 + VAT (solar powered) 
Message Maker: £3,000 + VAT (solar powered, 6-year warranty) 
Council approved purchase from Message Maker (£3,000 + VAT) subject to confirmation of battery 
backup. Proposed by: Cllr. Bennie Seconded by: Cllr. Macey all in favour, motion carried. RR25/44 
Action: Clerk to confirm technical details and place order. 

b) Road closure of the A382 at Whiddon down roundabout on the 11th of November 2025. 
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10.10.25 Current and new business  

a) Meeting Date Change: December meeting moved from Whiddon Down VH on the 15th 
tbc (venue to be confirmed between Church Room and Pub). 

b) Bus Shelter (Whiddon Down): Minor damage reported, not vandalism. End panel to be 
repaired. 

c) Rectory Property: Empty; ownership with Diocese via Savills. 
d) Bonfire Committee: Request for wood donations; only clean, untreated wood accepted. 
e) Remembrance Sunday: Service expected on 9th November. Cllr. Bennie to lay wreath 

on behalf of the Council. Clerk to order wreath and confirm date. 
f) Memorial Garden: Hedge cutting completed; ivy to be cleared. 

 
 
11.10.25 Annual review of Council Policies & Procedures:   
Cllrs reviewed the  
DPC 010 Health and safety policy 
DPC 011 confidential reporting policy  
DPC 012 complaints and grievances policy 
 Cllr Brennan proposed the clerk could amend the website with the agreed non change. Cllr Rowe 
agreed. All in favour. Motion carried. RR25/45 
 
12.10.25: Finance and Consideration for approval of purchases.  
External Audit: Successfully completed with no issues. Fee: £252 Report published on the 
Council website. 
Asset Register: Outdated laptops (2016 & 2019) to be donated to charity. Proposed by: Cllr. 
Redman Seconded by: Cllr. Bennie and in favour motion carried. RR25/46 
Grant Application: Playing Field Committee request £500 for Bonfire Night event. Proposed by 
Cllr Brennan seconded by: Cllr Redman all in favour, motion carried RR25/47 
Budget Discussion: 
Precept likely to remain frozen. 
Grants fund to be replenished (£0 balance remaining). 
VAT refund of approx. £2,600 pending. 
Staffing: Clerk’s pay scale to increase from £13.26/hr to £13.69, backdated. 
 

 
 
 
13.10.25: Confirmation of the next Council meeting:  
Chair confirmed that the next council meeting would take place at Whiddon down village hall on 
the 17th of November at 7.30 - Any changes will be posted on the website. 

Drewsteignton pc online payment log Oct 25
Voucher nDate Supplier Discription Amount VAT reclaim
46 20.10.2025 EDF Electric P/f £15.00 Y
45 20.10.2025 EDF Electric W/C £46.00 Y
44 20.10.2025 Scribe  Accounting (Starboard Systems Limited) Scribe £28.80 Y
43 20.10.2025 Louise Butler Salaries and expenses £464.48 Y
42 20.10.2025 Parish Mag Printers Ltd Parish post printing £195.00 N
41 20.10.2025 Drewe Arms Long room £18.00 Y
40 20.10.2025 James Proctor (WJP software ltd) Gov.uk domain £446.40 Y
39 20.10.2025 PKF Littlejohn LLP External audit £252.00 Y
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