Drewsteignton Parish Council.

Clerk: Louise Butler, clerk.drewsteigntonpc@outlook.com/ 07764683412
www.drewsteigntonparish.co.uk.
Find us on Facebook @ Drewsteignton parish council.

Minutes for meeting of Drewsteignton Parish Council that took place on Monday the 17th of
November at 7.30pm at Whiddon Down Village hall.

Present, Peter Brennan, Andrew Di Battista, lan Rowe, Laurance Bennie, John Redman, Anna
Imrie, Susan Hember and Julie Macey.
Also present, Lou Butler(clerk). Plus 1 member of the public.

Business Transacted

1.11.25: Welcome

Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting and reminded everyone that an audio recording would
be taken from item 1 on the agenda to aid note taking and would be deleted once the draft
minutes had been written.

2.11.25 Current Vacancies.
Chair reminded the council of the current vacancy in the Crockernwell ward.

3.11.25: Apologies for absence:
Clir Davies forwarded her apologies before the meeting.

4.11.25: Minutes of the Last Meetings. Draft Minutes were made available on the website. ClIr
Rowe noted that 2 members of the council abstained from the vote for grant funding for the
fireworks display in Drewsteignton.

Cllr Macey proposed they were a true and accurate account of the previous meeting held on 20th
of October 2025 and Clir Di Battista seconded this. All in favour. Motion carried. RR25/48

5.11.25: Declarations of Interest.

Clirs were invited to declare any interests they may have in items on this agenda, including the
nature of the interest. Clirs were reminded of their responsibility to keep their Register of Interests
updated.

6.11.25: Public Speaking Time (max. 3minutes/person. Session time: 10 minutes).

One member of the public was at the meeting; He informed the council that after a very successful
bonfire night at the playing fields in Drewsteignton. They are now in a position to look at installing
a zip wire at the playing field.

7.11.25: To receive reports (if any) from County Clir. Davies & Borough Clir Guthrie. Plus
Clir’s reports

Clir Rowe

Inquiry made regarding funding for blankets and emergency supplies.

Previous attempt to secure Highways funding unsuccessful.

Council agreed to invite the Village Hall Committee to submit a grant application.

Further funding may be available from:

Parish Council

District Councillor’s locality budget
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Rural Support Fund

Clir Macey
South West Water visited a resident to take multiple water samples.

Some households report a taste or smell only when the water is heated.

SWW reports they are “nearly there” in identifying the cause; further updates awaited.

Clir Di Battista

Quarry Occupation (Black Aller Quarry)

A resident is reportedly living in a static caravan on the quarry site with no planning permission.
Concerns: Potential welfare risk (elderly individual living alone). Possible breach of planning
occupancy limits (60-day rule).

Clerk to raise with Planning Enforcement and Adult Social Care as appropriate.

Clir Bennie

Chagford area has regular road sweeping, but the parish does not.

Highways stated sweeping is on a rota and can be requested up to three times per year.

Clerk to submit a formal request for sweeping.

Residents concerned about vehicles using the restricted cut-through. In Whiddon Down.
Highways and Police confirm no enforceable legal restriction exists on that section; signage is
advisory.

Police may speak to drivers but cannot take enforcement action.

Council noted concerns, no further actions available at present.

Remembrance

Council volunteers assisted three councillors to tidy the memorial garden.

Work acknowledged and appreciated; no complaints received.

8.11.25: Highway matters
a) MVAS Clerk purchased the Message Maker: £3,000 + VAT (solar powered, 6-year warranty)
And asked for assistance installing it once it was delivered.
b) Clerk was awaiting pro forma from Swarco to order replacement battery for old MVAS and
will contact Sticklepath parish council for their payment once received.

9.11.25 Current and new business

a) Thompson housing Whiddon down. Update from Jackson-Stops/James: Pre-application to
Dartmoor National Park has been rejected. DNPA stated that the proposed number of
social housing units exceeded assessed local need. Awaiting further details for next steps.
Clirs were disappointed with the perceived backwards step and look forward to James from
Jackson stops coming to a future meeting to discuss further.

b) New Email addresses have now been set up for all ClIrs. Ending in.gov.uk. clerk to assist in
setting up new emails on devices and full use will transfer over in the new year.

c) Crockernwell water discussed in councillors’ updates.

d) Parishioners’ communications were passed onto councillors with a phone call received
about parking in Drewsteignton. Parishioner was invited to future meeting and made aware
council were in discussions with the Drewe arms regarding a parking plan.

10.11.25 Annual review of Council Policies & Procedures:
Clirs reviewed the
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DPC 013 Data Protection Policy
DPC 015 Internal Financial Control Policy
DPC 016 Council Risk Assessment. Risks accessed and policy revised to reflect Clirs discussion.

Clir Rowe agreed DPC 016 update (version 3.0). DPC 013 and DPC 015 polices were still relevant
and should be carried forward for the next year. Clir Hember seconded, all in favour. Motion
carried. RR25/49

11.11.25: Finance and Consideration for approval of purchases.
Drewsteignton pc online payment log

Voucher n Date Supplier Discription Amount VATreclaim
57 17.11.2025 Swarco mvas battery £282.00 y
56 08.11.2025 EDF Electric W/C £15.00 y
55 08.11.2025 EDF Electric W/C £46.00 y
54 08.11.2025  Scribe Accounting (Starboard Systems Ltd) Scribe £28.80 y
53 16.11.2025  Parish Mag Printers Ltd Parish post printing £287.00 n
52 17.11.2025 Louise Butler Salaries and expenses £392.55y

12.11.25: Confirmation of the next Council meeting:
Chair confirmed that the next council meeting would take place at The Church Space,
Drewsteignton. on the 15th of December at 7.30 - Any changes will be posted on the website.
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