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Drewsteignton Parish Council. 
Clerk: Louise Butler, clerk.drewsteigntonpc@outlook.com/ 07764683412 

www.drewsteigntonparish.co.uk.  
Find us on Facebook @ Drewsteignton parish council.  

 
Minutes for meeting of Drewsteignton Parish Council that took place on Monday the 15th of 

December 2025 at 7.30pm in the Church Space Drewsteignton. 
 

Present, Peter Brennan, Andrew Di Battista, Ian Rowe, John Redman, Laurance Bennie, Sue 
Hember and Julie Macy. 
Also present, Lou Butler(clerk), WDBC Cllr Steve Guthrie, and James representative from 
Jackson stops. 
 

Business Transacted 
 

1.12.25: Welcome 
Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting and reminded everyone that an audio recording would be taken 
from item 1 on the agenda to aid note taking and would be deleted once the draft minutes had been written. 
Thanks were recorded to councilors for their work during the year. 
Tribute: A minute’s silence was observed in memory of Jane Cox, former Chair of the Council. It was noted 
she served the community for many years. 
 
2.12.25 Current Vacancies.  
Chair reminded the council of the current vacancy in the Crockernwell ward. 
 
3.12.25: Apologies for absence:  
An apology for absence was noted for Cllr Imrie, who was unwell with COVID. Chair wished Anna a speedy 
recovery. Cllr Rowe accepted the apology and Cllr Di Battista seconded, all in favour. Motion carried RR25/50 
 
4.12.25: Minutes of the Last Meetings. Draft Minutes were made available on the website.  
Cllr Redman proposed they were an accurate portrayal of the last meeting and Cllr Bennie seconded, all in 
favour. Motion carried RR25/51 
 
5.12.25: Declarations of Interest 
Cllrs were invited to declare any interests they may have in items on this agenda, including the nature of the 
interest. Cllrs were reminded of their responsibilities to keep their register of interests updated. Cllr Rowe 
declared an interest in item 9.12.25 c) as he sits on the village hall committee at Whiddon down, so would 
remain out of the discussion at that time. 
 
6.12.25: Public Speaking Time (max. 3minutes/person. Session time: 10 minutes).  
James from Jackson Stops regarding the pre planning application at Whiddon Down. 
James provided an update on planning discussions with Dartmoor National Park Authority. 
Key points included: 
- Contradictions between current feedback and earlier advice. 
- Viability concerns requiring 25–30 dwellings for Heritage. 
- Agreement to terminate the option agreement with Heritage. 
- Exploration of smaller schemes with a smaller developer. 
- Drainage, water mains and surface water constraints. 
James agreed to continue to report back to the council in the future. He thanked the council for their time and 
support and left the meeting. 
 

mailto:clerk.drewsteigntonpc@outlook.com
http://www.drewsteigntonparish.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1524289011694159/


1105 
Signed                                                                                        Dated 
 

7.12.25: To receive reports (if any) from County Cllr. Davies & Borough Cllr Guthrie. Plus 
Parish councillors  
Steve highlighted: 
- Online resources for landlords and tenants. With possible funding routes. Visit the DCC website for more 
information. 
- A free business event on 13 January 2026.10-12 with decarbonising and other business-related topics 
Details available on Devon Business centre website. 
- Local Government Reorganisation updates. Further consultation anticipated in spring. 
County Councillor Sue Davies written report  
- Promotion of foster care recruitment. 
Action: to be included in February Parish Post. 
- Devon Libraries survey. Now available online. 
 
Parish councillors reports. 

• Glebe Cottages / works (meeting on 15 January): 
Concerns were raised about disruption/noise and the time taken. The Chair confirmed a public meeting is 
scheduled for 15 January (Long Room) and has been referenced in the Parish Post. 
Update received: architects (Jonathan Rine Architects) have tendered to local builders; difficulty finding a 
contractor for a fixed-price job was noted. A request was made for workers to use the public toilets as a 
welfare facility, with an offer to upgrade/leave them improved. The Chair noted a similar request had 
previously been declined and contractors should provide their own welfare unit. 

• Neighbourhood security / attempted theft: 
An attempted theft of a pickup truck was reported (captured on CCTV). Other recent thefts in the area were 
mentioned. A neighbourhood watch / WhatsApp community approach was discussed, with Facebook 
suggested to gather contact details. 
Actions Use Facebook to gauge interest and collect contact details. 
Progress a neighbourhood watch-style arrangement and/or WhatsApp community. 

• Crockernwell ward water issues: 
Ongoing outages and flushing were noted; residents reportedly await confirmation on safety to drink. 
Taste/quality concerns were discussed. 
Action: Follow up with South West Water / relevant channel and report back. 

• Black Aller Quarry (concerns): 
Rubbish/furniture accumulation was reported and previously notified to Adult Social Services and DNPA, no 
response yet. 
Action: Also report to West Devon as suggested. 

• Police attendance at a future meeting: 
Members requested inviting an Okehampton police officer to discuss response to theft/vehicle crime. 
Action: Invite an officer to attend a future meeting (date to be arranged). 

• Bus shelter: 
Damage and repairs were discussed, including replacement brackets. 
Action: Proceed with repairs and note associated costs. 
 
8.12.25: Planning (DNPA unless otherwise stated) (Chair):  

• 0394/25, Section 73, Erection of single storey double garage, outdoor swimming pool and 
adaptation of existing outbuildings to provide ancillary studio space and plant rooms together with 
associated landscaping, with variation of Condition 2 attached to planning permission ref: 0653/18, 
dated 1 April. Old Rectory, Drewsteignton, EX6 6QT expires 13-01-2026 

•  Section 73 variations (already-approved development): 
Proposal described as changes relating to a single-storey double garage, outdoor swimming pool 
and adaptation of outbuildings for ancillary studio/space. Members agreed DNPA should determine, 
noting the Council has already commented on the wider scheme previously. 

 
• 0384/25, Section 73, Proposed replacement outbuilding, with variation of Condition 2 attached to 

planning permission ref: 0129/23 dated 18 May 2023, Teignwood, Sandy Park, Chagford, TQ13 
8JW Expiry 05-01-2026  same conclusion as above. 

 

https://dartmoor-online.tascomi.com/planning/index.html?fa=getApplication&id=163268
https://dartmoor-online.tascomi.com/planning/index.html?fa=getApplication&id=163268
https://dartmoor-online.tascomi.com/planning/index.html?fa=getApplication&id=163268
https://dartmoor-online.tascomi.com/planning/index.html?fa=getApplication&id=163268
https://dartmoor-online.tascomi.com/planning/index.html?fa=getApplication&id=163256
https://dartmoor-online.tascomi.com/planning/index.html?fa=getApplication&id=163256
https://dartmoor-online.tascomi.com/planning/index.html?fa=getApplication&id=163256
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• New application noted for future agenda: 

“Land in village” – custom-build dwelling (2-bed, 93 sqm), applicant Sam Mudge. Located in the 
lane between the New Inn area. No vehicle access was noted; members anticipated objections. 
Action: Arrange a site visit and bring to the January meeting. 
Expiry/consultation end: 3 February 2026. 

• Martin’s Farm pre-app: 
Previously discussed; reported as not proceeding / refused; concerns mentioned around 
trees/ground conditions and access. 
Action: Monitor for any future application. 

 
 

 
9.12.25: Highway matters   

a) - Smiley speed device functioning and insured. 
b) - Old device battery replaced. 
c) - Refuge kit for Whiddon Down. Cllrs discussed the ongoing grant request from the village hall 

committee for an emergency kit to be available for A30 road users in the event of the road being 
closed due to snow. Cllr Hember Proposed a fund of £400 be made available for the clerk to 
purchase, Blankets x40 roll mats x20 and wheeled storage boxes to contain them. Cllr Brennan 
seconded the motion all in favour. Motion carried RR25/52 

d) - Street sweeping difficulties discussed, and Highways Josh to be contacted again. 
e) - Blocked drains reporting procedure noted. 

 
10.12.25: Current and new business  

a) 2026/2027 Budget consideration. Cllrs were reminded that budget would be set at the next meeting 
and any items they would like to add would need to be forwarded to the clerk. 

b) Carpark improvements footpath to the church needs improvement. 
c) Toilet block tiles falling off the wall. Reported by Stephen. 
d) Telephone Box needs painting and would need to be done soon. Stephen has agreed to take on the 

works if the council provide the equipment. 
e) Assets of community value. It was discussed that this time it wasn’t worth adding any new 

properties to the ACV list. 
f) Parish council communications. A concern was raised by a member of the public about the 

horsebox situated near the public toilets in Drewsteignton. Which is making a large pothole difficult 
to avoid. One Cllr offered to speak to the owner of the box and ask for it to be moved before the 
next meeting.  

g) Chagford show grant window. Clerk reminded the council that the grant window was now open if 
they were aware of any groups that were looking for funding. 

 
 
11.7.25: Finance and Consideration for approval of purchases.  
Payments considered and approved by Cllr Brennan and sec onded by Cllr Di Battista RR25/53 

 
 
 
  
 

 

Voucher 
number Date Supplier Description Amount VAT reclaim 

62 14.12.2025 Louise Butler 
Salaries and 
expenses £394.09 N 

61 01.12.2025 M E garden Maintenance Lenthsman £950.00 N 
60 13.12.2025 Stephen Park Cleaning WC £225.00 N 
59 30.11.2025 Parish Mag Printers Ltd Parish post printing £316.00 N 
58 01.01.2026 Starboard Systems Limited Scribe £28.80 Y 
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12.12.25: Confirmation of the next Council meeting:  
Chair confirmed that the next council meeting would take place at The Drewe arms long room on 
the 19th of January 2025 at 7.30. Whiddon Down Village Hall. Any further changes will be posted on 
the website. 
 
 
 


	Business Transacted

